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BACCALAUREATE SCHOOLS





6Th Grade English

Unit 1 Childhood

Reading Comprehension #3

Name: _____________



Date: _________

The Ancient Olympics

Read the text carefully and answer the questions below.

The modern Olympic Games began in 1896. They were based on the ancient Olympic Games, which hadn’t taken place for over a thousand years before that.                                                                               

The ancient Olympic Games began in 776 BCE in Olympia in Greece and they took place there every four years until 394 CE.  The first Games were a one-day event and had just one running race, the stadion, a short sprint of between 180 and 240 meter- the length of the stadium. The first ever Olympic race was won by a cook called Koroibos.

The Games were popular and, in about 400 BCE, they were extended to five days, with an opening and closing ceremony. At the end of the second days, the pentathlon took place: discus, javelin and long jump, followed by running and finally wrestling.  There were also boxing matches, chariot races and horse races.

When the athletes arrived to compete in the Games, they had trained in the gymnasium for at least ten months.  There were no medals, no prizes and no second or third places. Winning was everything. However, back in his home city, the winner received money and vats of olive oil: he got the best seats at the theatre: and he probably never worked again.

Women didn’t take part in the ancient Olympics, but they had their won women only Games, which took place every four years.

By the time the games started, 40,000 spectators had arrived in Olympia to watch them. How far had they come? Some had walked for several days; others had come by sea from places as far away as Spain, Italy and Egypt.

On the final day of the Games, the champions were crowned with olive wreaths and there was a feast for all the competitors.

Read each question and answer carefully.

Circle the answer

1. Where and when did the first Olympics take place?

        a. Koroibos, Greece 394 CE
        b. Olympia, Greece, 776 BCE

        c. Olympia, Greece, 394 CE

        d. Ancient, Greece, 776 BCE

2. What was a stadion?

        a. a horse


                b. a place to watch sporting events

        c. a one day event


      d. a short sprint

3. How many sports were there in the pentathlon?

        a. 8 sports


        b. 180 -240 meters

        c. 5 sports




        d. 40,000 spectators

4. How did people get to Olympia?

        a. horse riding and walking
        b. walking and by sea

        c. by sea, and horse riding
        d. by sea, and running

5. What did Olympic champions wear on their head?

        a. Gold Crown


        b. Flower wreaths

        c. Olive wreaths


        d. Rubies and diamonds


Answer True (T) or False (F) for each statement

1. The Games are every five years?


____

2. Women had their own Games



____ 

3. There were no medals for the winners’

___

4. The pentathlon takes place on the first day
____

5. There was a feast for all the competitors’

____
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