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 FORMS OF POETRY

Hanging Fire / Translating Grandfather’s House

Audre Lorde / E. J. Vega

Two common forms of poetry are lyric poetry and narrative poetry. Lyric poetry expresses a vivid impression of an object, person, or moment in time. Lyric poems usually contain musical qualities.
The sky is the palate

On which the atmosphere paints.

A brush of orange

And then an explosion

Pinks, purples, reds.

Free art show.

Inquire within. 

A narrative poem tells a story. Like a short story, a narrative poem has a setting, characters, plot, and conflict.
Long ago, in a far off land

A prince was born with a mighty hand.

He ruled with power

He made us free

Did I mention, the prince was three?

Directions: Answer these questions about “Hanging Fire” and “Translating Grandfather’s House.” Use textual evidence from the poems to support your responses.


1.
Is “Hanging Fire” lyric or narrative poetry?
     
 
2.
What clues in “Hanging Fire” helped you determine your answer to question 1?

     

3.
Is “Translating Grandfather’s House” lyric or narrative poetry?

     

4.
What clues in “Translating Grandfather’s helped you determine your answer to question 3?
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