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Unit 1 American History
Biography (Famous Assassinations)

Biography Writing Assignment: A Life and a Historical Event
Goal: Write a 5-paragraph essay about a person whose life was involved in a famous assassination. The essay should focus on the subject's impact and the consequences of their death.
Minimum Essay Length: 300 words
Part 1: Choose Your Subject (The "Who")
1. Select: Choose one person who was the victim of a famous, historically significant assassination. (e.g., Martin Luther King Jr., Julius Caesar, John F. Kennedy, Mahatma Gandhi).
· Note: Your research should cover their life and the event of their death.
2. Initial Rationale: Write down one sentence explaining why you chose this person.
Part 2: Research Questions (The 4 Ws)
Your biography should weave together the answers to the following four key questions into a cohesive narrative.
	Question
	Focus
	Guiding Research Prompts (Focused on the Event)

	Who (The Subject)
	Identity and Achievements
	What is their full name and when did they live? What contributions did they make before the assassination?

	When
	Timeline and Key Dates
	When and where was the subject born? When did the assassination occur? What major events led up to this moment?

	Where
	Location and Context
	Where did they primarily live? Where did the assassination take place? How did this location relate to the event?

	Why
	Motivation and Impact
	Why did this person pursue their goals? What were the political or social reasons behind the assassination? What impact did their death have on history?


Part 3: Writing Guidelines
1. Structure: Your biography must be written in a strict 5-paragraph essay format and not in a question-and-answer format.
· Paragraph 1 (Introduction): Introduce your subject, what they are famous for, and mention the date/circumstances of the assassination (The "Who" and "When").
· Paragraphs 2 & 3 (Body): Dedicate these paragraphs to exploring their major achievements, the period they lived in, and the events leading up to their final act (The "Where" and key life events).
· Paragraph 4 (Body): Focus on the motive for the killing and the immediate public reaction to the assassination (The central "Why").
· Paragraph 5 (Conclusion): Summarize their lasting impact on the world today and restate why their death was a significant turning point in history (The final "Why").
2. Word Count Check: Ensure your final draft is at least 300 words.
3. Tone: Maintain a clear, respectful, and objective tone.
Part 4: Citing Your Data (MANDATORY)
A biography is based on factual evidence, so you must give credit to the sources you used for your information.
· Requirement: Cite all data, whether it comes from books, documentaries, or websites.
· Format: At the bottom of your biography, create a section titled Sources and list every book or website you consulted.
	Type of Source
	Citation Format Example

	Book
	Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

	Website
	"Title of Page/Article." Name of Website. URL (web address). Date Accessed.


Example of Website Citation:
"The Life of Abraham Lincoln." History Channel. https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.history.com/topics/abraham-lincoln/abraham-lincoln. Accessed October 10, 2024.
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