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 ANSWER KEY
	This Unit Answer Key includes answers for the Teacher Resources available for each selection. Please consult the Teacher's Edition Planning pages for a list of resources available with each text. Answers for Selection Tests are available online in Assessments.
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from Mom & Me & Mom 

Maya Angelou
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ANSWER KEY
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A Simple Act
Tyler Jackson

	Answers
	Standards

	1.
(a) Paragraph 3 reveals that Maurice’s living conditions are poor. He lives in a single hotel room with many family members. When Laura meets with him a second time, he is wearing the same clothes and too-tight shoes that he had on during their first meeting a few days earlier.

(b) I can infer that Laura is concerned about Maurice’s well-being after they have lunch. She gives him her phone number so that he can call her if he is ever hungry. When he does not call her after a few days, she looks for him. 
	RI.7.1

	2.
(a) One central idea of “A Simple Act” is that the friendships we build with others can have a big impact on our lives. The author develops this idea by describing the effect the friendship between Laura and Maurice has on each person. Maurice develops new ideas about his future, and Laura feels as though her life is more meaningful and becomes more grateful. Another central idea of the text is that we should take our commitments to others seriously.  The author develops this idea by describing Laura’s interaction with Maurice’s teacher and the decision she makes afterward. Maurice’s teacher questions Laura’s motives and makes Laura realize that she needs to be committed to the relationship she is developing with Maurice because her actions will have a lasting effect on him. Laura decides to be committed to their friendship, and their relationship has lasted years.

(b) Students should accurately summarize “A Simple Act” by Tyler Jackson.  In their summaries, they should

•
include the author and title. 
•
focus on the central ideas and events in the blog post, including Laura passing Maurice on the streets of Manhattan and deciding to take him to lunch; Laura and Maurice developing a relationship through weekly dinners; Maurice’s teacher challenging Laurie to be committed to their friendship; Laura making lunches for Maurice; Maurice and Laura taking a trip to Long Island; Laura publishing An Invisible Thread; Maurice’s life as an adult, including his continued relationship with Laura; and the effect that the friendship has on Maurice and Laura. 

•
remain objective and focus on events and ideas in the blog post rather than on their judgment or opinions. 

	RI.7.2

	3.
(a) Laura believes that there is an “invisible thread” or connection between people who are destined to be a part of one another’s lives. When she feels the pull of this thread or connection, she decides to turn back to Maurice and take him to lunch.


(b) Maurice’s teacher questions Laura’s reasons for helping Maurice and inspires her to decide that she needs to make a serious, long-term commitment to their friendship.

(c) Visiting Long Island helps Maurice develop new ideas about his life as an adult. He realizes that he wants to have a family of his own one day. He also wants a dining room table where he can spend time eating and talking with his future family.
	RI.7.3

	4.
In their written responses or discussion, students should identify the author’s point of view, or opinion, on the friendship between Laura and Maurice. They should also explain how the author reveals his point of view, makes it clear, and distinguishes it from opposing opinions that others might have.  Students should use text evidence, including events, words, and phrases, to support their explanation.

•
Students should identify the author’s point of view about the friendship between Laura and Maurice as being strongly positive. The author’s opinion is that they have a genuine friendship that benefits both of them.
•
Students should identify important events in Laura and Maurice’s friendship and explain that these events show that the author’s point of view about the friendship is positive. An example might be Laura making lunch for Maurice and learning that he wanted it in a brown paper bag so that other kids would know that someone cared about him. This event shows a positive effect of the friendship on Maurice’s life.
•
Students should note that the author uses words with positive associations to describe the benefits of the developing friendship. Examples might include the following: “discovered a life he had only seen on television,” “became the young boy’s first role model,” “encouraged him to have dreams about his future,” “introduced him to new places, new ideas, and new possibilities,” “became almost like the child Laura always wanted,” and “giving her life more meaning than her work ever did.” Students should note that these phrases help show that Maurice’s view of life and his future are changing for the better and that Laura feels more fulfilled and grateful.

•
Students should identify a different opinion of Laura and Maurice’s friendship that someone might possibly have, and explain how that opinion might change the description of an event. For example, someone might feel that Laura’s involvement with Maurice could never make up for the negative influences in his life. Someone with that opinion might describe the visits to Laura’s home as causing Maurice to feel sad or resentful about his own home.
	RI.7.6
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  AUTHOR’S POINT-OF-VIEW
A Simple Act

Tyler Jackson

A. Possible responses:


1.
It is objective because the author presents facts and doesn’t express an opinion.

2.
Maurice lives in one room with other relatives in a welfare hotel, but Laura has a home of her own. 


3.
Maurice is saying that the big table with everyone around it, talking while they eat, is his ideal picture of a happy family.  
B. Possible responses:


1.
the relationship lasted; a magazine published an article about it in 1997

2.
The author wants readers to know that the story deserved to be much longer. 
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  AUTHOR’S POINT OF VIEW
RETEACH ANSWER KEY

A.  1. S;  2. O;  3. O;  4. S
B.  Possible response: Weighted words such as “desperate” and “innocent” are meant to stir feelings of sympathy and get readers to take action. 
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  AUTHOR’S POINT OF VIEW
PRACTICE ANSWER KEY

A.
  1. O;  2. S;  3. O;  4. S
B.
   Possible responses:

1.
“horrified”; “disaster”

2.
to convince readers to take action

3.
The author includes opinions.

4.
remove his or her opinions and remove the use of weighted words
ANSWER KEY
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A Simple Act

Tyler Jackson

A.
1.
encouraged


2.
bond


3.
influence


4.
connects

B.
1.
It is not easy to change your personality.


2.
You will need thread if you want to sew.


3.
The bag held all his things.


4.
Paulo was able to spot the eagle using binoculars.
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  MULTIPLE-MEANING WORDS
RETEACH ANSWER KEY

A.
1.
a

2.
b

3.
b

4.
b
B.
1.
stamp


2.
fly


3.
harbor


4.
patient
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  MULTIPLE-MEANING WORDS
PRACTICE ANSWER KEY

A.
1.
screen of the computer


2. 
stairs on the outside of a house or building


3. 
a pastry


4. 
brand-new
B.
1.
After the earthquake, the floor stopped shaking and became stable.



We keep the horses in a clean stable and feed them hay.


2.
We told Tracy it was not necessary for her to pound on the door—a knock 
would be fine.



Anna bought a pound of coffee beans for the office.


3. 
It is very difficult to trace the flight of a butterfly.



Juan cannot tolerate even a trace of sugar in his tea.


4. 
Eddie used a blue marker to create the yard sale sign.



Zena left a little pile of stones as a marker on the trail to show which way 
she went.


5.
Sylvia likes her lawn to be tidy and free of leaves from the oak tree.



Adrian always leaves his room a mess.


6.
When it’s very bright outside, the pupils in your eyes become very small.



All of the pupils were prepared for the math quiz.

ANSWER KEY
[image: image9.png]CONVENTIONS



  ADVERBS
A Simple Act

Tyler Jackson

A.
1.
met, verb

2.
took, verb

3.
graciously, adverb

4.
shared, verb

5.
successful, adjective
B.
Answers will vary. For each answer, students should underline the adverb and draw an arrow to the word it modifies. 
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  ADVERBS
RETEACH ANSWER KEY

A.
1.
eagerly


2.
always


3.
wonderfully


4.
extremely


5.
here

B.
1.
busy


2.
went


3.
saw


4.
beautiful


5.
study
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  ADVERBS
PRACTICE ANSWER KEY

A.
1.
formerly


2.
later


3.
soon


4.
quite


5.
finally


6.
very


7.
very

B.
1.
sneered


2.
continued


3.
thoroughly


4.
better


5.
flew


6.
reported


7.
successfully

ANSWER KEY
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from Mom & Me & Mom

Maya Angelou

	Answers
	Standards

	1. (a) Maya, her mother, and her grandmother are at the railway station to pick up Maya’s brother Bailey, who had been in Arkansas and is now joining them in California. The text tells me that “they waited at the railway station” and “Bailey descended from the train.”

(b) I can infer that Maya loves her brother and feels close to him. One piece of text evidence that supports this inferences is that the author says Bailey's smile "made me forget all the discomfort I had felt since coming to California." Maya's fear of losing her brother when he hugs their mother also supports this inference. She says, "I felt as if I had stopped breathing."
	RI.7.1

	2. (a) The author’s point of view is sympathetic toward her younger self. She understands that, at the time, she was unwilling to accept her mother and resented her for leaving them. The author is connected to the events because they are a part of her past. She has written about these events many years after she has experienced them. This distance helps her understand her past actions and why she felt the way she did.
(b) After Maya, Bailey, and their mother meet in California, Maya is still somewhat distant from her mother, but Bailey immediately shows her affection. Angelou explains the difference in their views when she says,  “He had forgotten everything, but I remembered how we felt on the few occasions when she sent us toys.”
	RI.7.6

	3. (a) Students should identify two or more central ideas in the text and analyze their development. Students may mention that one of the central ideas presented in the excerpt from Mom & Me & Mom is learning to accept others—even across generational gaps. When Maya’s mother plays jazz and blues music very loudly on the record player, Maya’s grandmother just smiles. This shows that Maya’s grandmother accepts her daughter for who she is—without trying to judge her. Another central idea is forgiveness and the ability of relationships to change and heal over time. At the beginning of the excerpt, Maya is frightened to meet her mother, and after doing so, she does not want her grandmother to leave her in California. Later in the excerpt she says that she is beginning to appreciate her mother and likes to hear her laugh. Maya’s relationship with her brother suffers when she becomes resentful of his closeness with their mother. At the end of the excerpt, when she grabs his extended hand and he squeezes her fingers in return, she seems to forgive him.
(b) Students should accurately summarize the excerpt from Mom & Me & Mom by Maya Angelou. In their summaries, they should

•
include the author and title.
•
explain that the author is recounting real-life events that took place when she was thirteen years old.

•
focus on the main ideas and events in the story including Maya and her brother leaving Arkansas, where they’ve been living with their grandmother, and moving to California, where they will be living with a mother whom they barely know; the uneasiness that Maya feels initially with her mother, who is essentially a stranger to her; the efforts Maya’s mother makes to reach out to her; the betrayal that Maya feels by Bailey’s reaction to seeing their mother; and Bailey’s seemingly simple gesture of squeezing Maya’s fingers in the car that has significance for Maya and gives her hope.

•
identify the text’s central ideas of acceptance and forgiveness.

•
remain objective and focus on events in the story rather than on their judgment or opinions.
	RI.7.2

	4. In their written responses or discussion, students should analyze the changing relationship between Maya and her mother in the excerpt from Mom & Me & Mom.
•
Students should note that Maya feels as though her mother is a stranger at the beginning of the excerpt, but that Maya’s mother tries to be sensitive and shows her affection.
•
Students should explain that the author includes details to show how Maya is slow to accept her mother’s affection. Eventually, her mother asks her to smile and makes a funny face, and Maya can’t help but smile at her. A few weeks later, her mother asks Maya if she thinks she might learn to like her, and Maya answers, “Yes.” Maya and her mother seem to have reached an understanding.
•
Students should explain that Maya learns an important lesson through her interactions with her mother: a simple smile can have a big effect. Maya learns the value of giving to others.
	RI.7.3
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from Mom & Me & Mom

Maya Angelou

Possible responses:


1.
Angelou is overwhelmed by her mother’s appearance and affectionate behavior, which differs greatly from her grandmother’s appearance and behavior to which she is accustomed. She also seems self-conscious around her mother because she felt her mother was so glamorous and “deserved a better-looking daughter than me.” DOK 2 

2.
(a) Angelou is probably frightened to leave her grandmother and live with her mother, who is a stranger to her. She is likely still angry because her mother abandoned her. Angelou is also not used to displaying her affection openly. DOK 2 (b) Details will vary; for example, students may cite paragraph 9 in which Angelou describes her mother greeting her with a kiss. DOK 2

3.
(a) Angelou’s brother is immediately happy and affectionate with their mother and seems to instantly accept their new life with her. Angelou is more guarded; she is unsure of herself and slower to warm up to their mother. DOK 2 (b) Angelou’s brother may have accepted their mother more readily because he likely remembers their mother since he is older than Angelou, thus she does not seem like a stranger to him. Angelou does not remember their mother since she was so young when their mother left, and therefore is more ambivalent because she sees her mother as a stranger. DOK 3

4.
Although Angelou still felt ambivalent toward her mother, her brother instantly embraced her physically and emotionally. Angelou likely means that she felt abandoned by her brother because he so quickly accepted their mother despite their shared feelings of anger toward their mother for deserting them when they were younger. DOK 3
ANSWER KEY
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  NARRATIVE NONFICTION: CHARACTERIZATION
from Mom & Me & Mom

Maya Angelou


Possible responses:


1.
Bailey has strong feelings for his mother and is very happy to be reunited with her. Maya is surprised by Bailey’s response to seeing his mother and feels as if she has lost her brother. 


2.
“Suddenly he was a lost little boy who had been found at last.” 


3.
Maya is describing how her brother is overwhelmed with happiness at being with his mother again.
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  NARRATIVE NONFICTION: CHARACTERIZATION
RETEACH ANSWER KEY


Possible responses:

1.
He is frustrated and extremely disappointed that he didn’t make the team.


2.
He is a good father. He knows how bad Hank feels and does everything he can to comfort him.


3.
9

4.
Hank is hopeful. Sentence 10 
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  NARRATIVE NONFICTION: CHARACTERIZATION
PRACTICE ANSWER KEY

Possible responses:

1.
Henry is embarrassed by his friends because they say that his bike helmet and elbow pads make him look silly. This shows that he cares about what other people think of him.


2.
Henry throws his bike helmet and pads in the garbage can. This shows that he puts the opinions of his friends above his own safety.


3.
Yes—he falls off his bike and breaks his arm. It’s possible that he might not have broken his arm if he had worn his elbow pads.


4.
After the bike accident, Henry might explain that he understands that some people don’t want to wear a bike helmet because they think it’s not cool, but it’s better to be safe and look “uncool” than to be unsafe and look “cool.” This would show that Henry has learned from his bad experience and he is someone who wants to help others.

ANSWER KEY
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from Mom & Me & Mom

Maya Angelou

A. 

Possible responses:

1.
False—a charitable person is someone who is kind and forgiving.

2.
It would be shocking because a philanthropist is someone who gives money to good causes.


3.
It might require adult supervision if it has small parts that a young child might put in his or her mouth and swallow.
B. 

Possible responses:

1.
A superfan will be very disappointed when his or her team loses.

2.
A superhighway will be able to carry much more traffic than local roads.

3.
 It is impossible for some people to buy something that is superexpensive.

4.
 Some extremely popular movies feature a superhero.
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  LATIN PREFIX: SUPER-
RETEACH ANSWER KEY
A.
1.
C

2.
A 


3.
B

4.
C
B.
1.
superhighway; Possible response: The superhighway makes getting between the two cities quicker and helps solve traffic jams on local roads. 

2.
superstar; Possible response: As a superstar, it was difficult for Alicia to go out in public without being asked to sign autographs or take pictures with fans.  
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  LATIN PREFIX: SUPER-
PRACTICE ANSWER KEY
A.
1.
superlative

2.
superimpose 

3.
supernatural

4.
superintendent

5.
superficial
B.
1.
superhero; Possible response: The latest edition of Dylan’s favorite comic book features a story of a superhero who saves Earth.

2.
supermarket; Possible response: Amanda was overwhelmed by the size of the town’s new supermarket. 

3.
supervision; Possible response: Babies need careful supervision and should never be left alone.
ANSWER KEY
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 INDEPENDENT AND DEPENDENT CLAUSES
from Mom & Me & Mom

Maya Angelou

A.



1.
She said she didn’t want to leave me without adult supervision, because I was a thirteen-year-old girl.


2.
I followed the voice and I knew she had made a mistake, because the pretty little woman with red lips and high heels came running to my grandmother.


3.
I may never be known as a philanthropist, though I certainly want to be known as charitable.
B. 

Possible responses:

1.
Although we went mountain biking, we could have gone kayaking.

2.
Though I ordered chocolate ice cream, I thought about ordering strawberry.
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  INDEPENDENT AND DEPENDENT CLAUSES
RETEACH ANSWER KEY

A.

1.
Tyler doesn’t like bananas, though he loves banana splits.

2.
When it was time to go to bed, my brother continued playing video games.

3.
Because I forgot to study for the spelling bee, I was eliminated in the first round.


4.
I’m going to borrow the book from Catherine, unless she hasn’t finished 
reading it.
B.
1.
Although I still keep the nightlight on, I’m not really afraid of the dark anymore.

2.
Although her parents have told her “no” repeatedly, Mimi really wants a pet hamster.


3.
Though we didn’t see any famous places, the road trip with my parents and grandparents was fun.
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  INDEPENDENT AND DEPENDENT CLAUSES
PRACTICE ANSWER KEY
A.
1.
independent

2.
dependent

3.
dependent

4.
independent


5.
dependent

B.
1.
Though he didn’t like being in the hot kitchen, Kenny baked a cake for Paula’s birthday.

2.
Despite not studying, Maria aced the math test.

3.
Even in broad daylight, we can’t find the batteries for the flashlight.
C. If I could go anywhere in the world, I would go to Egypt. Though I have never been there, I have read a lot about Egypt. As everyone knows, Egypt is the land of the pyramids. After you see the pyramids, you can go to some of the best museums in the world. Because there are lots of tourists, you can be sure to find plenty of good hotels and restaurants. There’s no reason not to go to Egypt, unless you don’t like hot weather!
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