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8th Grade English
Unit 3 What Matters
Words Do Not Pay
Worksheets










Students Name: _____________
 RESEARCH REPORT
Words Do Not Pay
Chief Joseph
To write a research report, you will first formulate a claim, then gather material and information to support that claim. As you conduct research, make sure you are using only valid, relevant evidence. Consider how each piece of evidence relates to the claim you are making, and state each example clearly. Make sure you present your information in a clear and logical manner and that you cite your sources.
Directions: Working in your small group, formulate one or more claims about this history of the Nez Percé tribe or the life of Chief Joseph. Write your claim below. Then, use this chart to list the evidence you compile in support of your claim. Note any ideas that your classmates repeat. Then, vote on your most solid points of evidence.
	Claim
	Evidence

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




 RHETORICAL DEVICES: PARALLELISM
Words Do Not Pay
Chief Joseph
Parallelism is the stylistic device of using similar grammatical forms or patterns to express similar ideas within a sentence. Parallelism adds rhythm and balance to writing and strengthens the connections among the author’s ideas. A sentence without parallelism is awkward and misleading for readers. By contrast, parallel constructions place equal ideas in words, phrases, or clauses of similar types.
Nonparallel: The puppy ate, slept, and it liked to play. 
Parallel: : The puppy ate, slept, and played.
	SAMPLE PARALLEL FORMS

	nouns
	strong convictions, iron will, enduring honesty

	verb forms
	to teach, to explore, to find

	phrases
	under the blanket, on the table, over the door

	adverb clauses
	when he is on time, when he is prepared

	adjective clauses
	who study for exams, who do their homework


A.	 Directions: In each of the following sentences, underline the parallel structure.
1.  Chief Joseph is impassioned, eloquent, and honest in his speech.
2.	Chief Joseph says words are not paying for his country, protecting his father’s grave, or paying for his horse and cattle.
3.	Too many misrepresentations have been made, too many misunderstandings have come up, and too much talking has occurred by men without answers.
4.	His words are strong, powerful, and moving.
B. 	Directions: Rewrite each sentence, changing nonparallel forms into parallel grammatical forms. If a sentence is correct, write Correct.
1. 	Good words will not give me back my children, are making the promise of war, or give my people good health.____________________________________________________
    _______________________________________________________________________
2. 	Give all men the same law, give them a chance to grow, and give them the opportunity to be treated alike. _______________________________________________________________
     _____________________________________________________________________________
3. 	We are discussing Chief Joseph’s words and think about them critically. _______________
    ______________________________________________________________________________
4.	 All people should have equal rights, all people are brothers and sisters, and all giving freedom. ______________________________________________________________________
   _______________________________________________________________________________



 OLD ENGLISH PREFIX MIS-
The Old English prefix mis- means “mistaken,” “wrong,” “wrongly” or “incorrectly.” When mis- is added to the beginning of a root word, it alters that word’s definition. For instance, if someone has mispronounced a word, they have pronounced it incorrectly. 
A. DIRECTIONS: Each word below uses the prefix mis-. Choose the word that fits in each sentence, and write the letter on the line. Each word will be used only once.
a. misgivings   b. misheard    c. misinformed    d. misdialing    e. mislabeled    f. misfire
1. 	After several failed launch attempts, we hoped the fifth rocket wouldn’t_______________.
2.	 Please repeat what you just said, because I think I __________________ you.
3.	 Cam had serious ____________ about trying to climb the mountain without proper supplies.
4.	 I was told he would be coming, but since he’s not here, I must have been. ______________
5. Morris was trying to make a call using the house’s old rotary phone, but he kept
     ______________ the number.	
6.	 The dress’s tag is ___________________ ; it’s too large to be a size 2.
B. DIRECTIONS: Reread the sentences in part A. Then, provide the definition for each of the words.
	1.	misgivings:	
	2.	misheard:	
	3.	misinformed:	
	4.	misdialing:	
	5.	mislabeled:  	
	6.	misfire:	
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 PREFIX MIS-
A. DIRECTIONS: Select the correct word to complete each sentence.
	1.	Paul tried to tell the story about falling through the ice, but the problem was that he (misfiled/misremembered) a lot of the important details.
	2.	I was really proud of my tree sculpture, but Jayden said it looked bent and (mistyped/misshapen). 
	3.	The mayor was not reelected because a lot of people thought he (misgoverned/mistuned) the town.
	4.	It is easy to (miscellany/misconstrue) confidence as arrogance.

B. DIRECTIONS: Use each of the following words in a complete sentence.
	1.	mismatched ___________________________________________________________
	2.	miscalculate ___________________________________________________________
	3.	mistimed _____________________________________________________________
	4.	mismanaged __________________________________________________________

C. DIRECTIONS: Provide a brief definition of the following words and then use them correctly in a sentence. Use a dictionary if you need help.
	1. misconceived  _______________________________________________________________
                            Sentence: _______________________________________________________________
	2.  misbehave __________________________________________________________________
		Sentence: _______________________________________________________________	
	3. misquote ____________________________________________________________________
	             Sentence: _______________________________________________________________
	4. misprint ____________________________________________________________________
	 Sentence: _______________________________________________________________




 PERSUASIVE TECHNIQUES
Words Do Not Pay
Chief Joseph
Writers use persuasive techniques in an argument to lead an audience to agree with them. These are some of the persuasive techniques that writers use:
•	Repetition consists of saying something repeatedly for effect.
•	Appeals to reason, emotions, or authority are all techniques used to influence the audience. Appeals to reason rely on sound reasoning and invite the audience to use logic as they draw conclusions from the evidence presented by the writer; appeals to emotions attempt to persuade readers by triggering their feelings about a subject; appeals to authority are references to expert opinions.
The writer’s word choice includes not only individual words but also the phrases and expressions the writer uses. Word choice can convey tone—the writer’s attitude toward the topic or audience. These factors connote and denote point of view.
Directions: Answer these questions about “Words Do Not Pay.” Use evidence from the text to support your responses. 
	1.	At the outset of the selection, how does the repetition of  the words “do not pay” increase the impact of the speech?
	


	2.	What is the connotation of the phrase “good words” in this speech?
	


	3.	What is one appeal to reason in the speech?
	


	4.	What is one appeal to emotion in the speech?
	










Words Do Not Pay 
Chief Joseph
Directions: Respond to these questions. Use textual evidence to support your responses.
	1.	Analyze Why do you think Chief Joseph chose to start so many statements with the phrase “good words?”
	


	



	2.	Generalize According to Chief Joseph, what essential truth does the white man fail to see?
	


	



	3.	Interpret What does Chief Joseph mean by the statement “You might as well expect the rivers to run backward as that any man who was born a free man should be contented when penned up and denied liberty to go where he pleases?”
	


	



	4.	Evaluate What aspects of Chief Joseph’s argument are most effective?
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