Rayyan Dudin- G5						                                   7 December 2025

“A Cat, a Mouse, a Lizard, and an Owl.”
Introduction
A Cat, a Mouse, a Lizard, and an Owl is a classic fable Indian story translated by S. M. Mitra and Nancy Bell. It belongs to the rich tradition of Indian moral tales, which use animals to convey lessons about human behavior. Set under a grand tree in India, the author explores themes of trust, and self-interest.
Summary
The story talks about four animals—a cat, a mouse, a lizard, and an owl—living in the same big tree. Despite sharing a home, they are far from friends. Each fears from the other: the cat hunts the mouse, the owl waits as a hunter, and the lizard hides from all. The mouse, being the weakest, moves daily for food, where the cat follows him. 
One day, a hunter sets traps in the forest and catches the cat. Initially, the mouse cheers at his enemy’s bad luck, but upon hearing the cat’s request, he decides to help. The mouse bites the ropes, freeing the cat. This act of kindness, however, does not lead to lasting friendship. The cat soon kills the lizard, and the owl continues to threaten the mouse. At the end, the story ends with the owl and cat surviving, while the mouse and lizard died. The author point out that promises of loyalty often fall apart when survival instincts take over. 
 The story reveals that survival instincts often override gratitude. Moreover, it teaches us that each creature acts according to its inherent nature—predators hunt, whereas prey hides. This reflects the inevitability of natural laws. Finally, helping an enemy does not guarantee loyalty. The mouse’s misplaced trust leads to tragedy. 
Moral of the story
Kindness is noble, but caution is essential. The story warns against blind trust and stresses the importance of understanding the nature of others before forming friendship. 
 Conclusion 
A Cat, a Mouse, a Lizard, and an Owl is more than a simple animal fable; it is a timeless reflection on human relationships and survival. The story teaches readers that while compassion is admirable, wisdom and care are important for self-protection. Its relevance endures, reminding us that in life, as in nature, harmony is fragile when self-interest controls best. 
