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Reading Comprehension
Directions: Read the selection. Then answer each question.
Lady Bird Johnson
1 She was small in size but a giant in every other way. She was a successful businesswoman and a mother. She cared about the environment, fought for equal rights, and supported women. 
She was Claudia “Lady Bird” Johnson, thirty-sixth First Lady of the United States.
2 Lady Bird was born in 1912 in Karnack, Texas. She got the nickname “Lady Bird” as a child, and it stuck.
3 Lady Bird’s father was a cotton grower and a businessman. Her mother was a stay-at-home mom who died in 1918 when Lady Bird was only six years old. After her mother’s death, Lady Bird’s Aunt Effie stepped in to help raise her.
4 Lady Bird was always a good student. She studied history and journalism in college. After graduating in 1934, she met Lyndon B. Johnson. They fell in love and got married three months later.
5 Lyndon Johnson began a career in politics after marrying Lady Bird. Meanwhile, Lady Bird bought a small Texas radio station with money left to her by her mother. In time, her business grew.
6 Lyndon Johnson served as Vice President of the United States under President John F. Kennedy from 1961 to 1963. In November 1963, President Kennedy was killed. Lyndon Johnson became President and Lady Bird became First Lady.
7 As First Lady, Lady Bird was unique. Many first ladies before her had been advisors to their husbands, but Lady Bird took her position as First Lady to another level. She worked on projects and issues of importance to her and the President. She worked to make America more beautiful. She worked to help women and children and to preserve the environment. She even helped pass important laws. When the President signed the Highway Beautification Act of 1965, he handed the pen to his wife. Many people called it “Lady Bird’s Bill.” 
8 President Johnson died in 1973, just a few years after retiring. But Lady Bird lived another 35 years. She continued to work on important issues. In 1982, she and actress Helen Hayes started the National Wildflower Research Center in Austin, Texas. The center is one of Lady Bird’s most important environmental achievements.
9 Lady Bird thought beauty was good for the soul. “Ugliness is so grim,” she said. “A little beauty, something that is lovely, I think, can help create harmony. . . .” She credited her Aunt Effie for “opening her spirit to beauty” when she was just a child.
1 The main purpose of this selection is to —
A compare Lady Bird Johnson with other presidents’ wives
B explain how important it is to take care of the environment
C show that Lady Bird Johnson was a successful businesswoman
D describe the life of the thirty-sixth First Lady of the United States
2 How does paragraph 7 support the author’s purpose? 
E It explains how Lady Bird came to be the First Lady.
F It explains why Lady Bird decided to study journalism.
G It explains what Lady Bird did while she was First Lady.
H It explains how Lady Bird viewed her husband and his advisors.
3 This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
The author includes the detail about “Lady Bird’s Bill” to show —
A she was a popular First Lady

B she cared about other people

C she was involved in building highways

D she was interested in environmental laws

Part B

What can the reader infer about how the answer in Part A relates 
to Lady Bird’s National Wildflower Research Center?

A Lady Bird’s talent for business made the center successful.

B Lady Bird’s interest in the environment led her to start the center.

C Lady Bird’s talent for politics led her to be president of the center.

D Lady Bird’s interest in journalism caused her to report on the center.

4 Read this excerpt from paragraph 7 of “Lady Bird Johnson.”
Underline the two sentences that show that Lady Bird worked 
closely with her husband.


As First Lady, Lady Bird was unique. Many first ladies before her had been advisors to their husbands, but Lady Bird took her position as First Lady to another level. She worked on projects and issues of importance to her and the President. She worked to make America more beautiful. She worked to help women and children and to preserve the environment.

5 Paragraph 3 is similar to paragraph 9 because they both —

A discuss Lady Bird’s mother

B discuss Lady Bird’s Aunt Effie

C describe Lady Bird’s abilities as a businesswoman

D describe Lady Bird’s passion for beauty and the environment

Directions: Read the selection. Then answer each question.
Climbing Mount Everest
1 Mount Everest is one of the highest peaks on Earth. The lofty mountain, which lies between Tibet and Nepal, stands 29,029 feet above sea level. That’s five and a half miles high. Rising high into the atmosphere, it is as close to space as a person can get on Earth.

2 No one had ever reached Everest’s summit until 1953. The first to climb the mountain was a pair of hikers, Sir Edmund Hillary, a New Zealander, and Tenzing Norgay. Norgay was a Sherpa, a local guide from Nepal. The trek took them seven weeks!

3 Why would it take so long to hike five and a half miles? First, that’s more than five miles of climbing, not five miles on a flat surface. Second, the mountain is dangerous. Everest is full of deep canyons, cracks, ice walls, snow drifts, and sharp, loose rocks. Third, its weather is not comfortable. Temperatures can range from 100°F to —80°F. Winds can reach two hundred miles per hour. Oxygen, which humans need in order to live, decreases at higher mountain heights. At Everest’s top, the oxygen level is less than thirty percent of what it is at sea level. Without enough oxygen, climbers can become sick and have trouble continuing to hike.
4 Despite its dangers, the mountain attracts hundreds of climbers every year. Why do so many people want to try the difficult climb? 

5 There are many reasons climbers attempt Mt. Everest. Some cannot resist the temptation of attempting such a difficult climb. Others are curious about the beauty and spectacular view from Earth’s highest point. Others may wish to experience the adventure of exploring one of Earth’s less-traveled frontiers.

6 It takes a lot of planning and a lot of special equipment to make the trip. Besides clothing, food, water, sleeping bags, and tents, climbers pack mountain-climbing gear. This includes ropes, special clamps, and ice axes. Climbers also take oxygen canisters and altitude sickness pills.

7 Most climbers travel in teams and are accompanied by Sherpas. Sherpas are local people who serve as guides, provide meals, and help carry supplies. They are used to the high altitude and are familiar with the climbing route.

8 The climb is done in stages. This allows climbers to get used to the altitude as they go up the mountain. Today’s climbers make the climb in about forty days. They travel from 1,400 to 3,200 feet between camps. The diagram below shows the path climbers follow to reach the summit.

9 Since 1953, more than four thousand people have climbed Mount Everest. Some of them have even climbed it multiple times. Everest remains a highlight and high point of many climbers’ lives.

6 Circle the two details that support the idea that climbers take risks when they climb Mount Everest.

Climbers first reached the summit in 1953.

Everest is full of canyons and cracks.

Without enough oxygen, climbers can become sick.

Sherpas help carry supplies.

Today the climb takes about forty days.
7 Based on the information in the diagram, at what altitude are climbers first in danger of becoming sick?

A 8,000 feet

B 17,700 feet

C 19,900 feet

D 29,029 feet

8 Which sentence from the selection is illustrated by the diagram?

A No one had ever reached Everest’s summit until 1953.

B Everest is full of deep canyons, cracks, ice walls, snow drifts, and sharp, loose rocks.

C Winds can reach two hundred miles per hour.

D They travel from 1,400 to 3,200 feet between camps.

9 This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
What does the selection communicate about Sherpas?

A They enjoy cooking for mountain climbers.

B They sell equipment to mountain climbers.

C They are not bothered by harsh weather conditions.

D They are better suited to climb Mount Everest than non-locals.

Part B

Which detail from the passage best supports your answer in Part A?

A Temperatures can range from 100°F to —80°F. (paragraph 3)

B It takes a lot of planning and a lot of special equipment to make the trip. (paragraph 6)

C [Sherpas] serve as guides, provide meals, and help carry supplies. (paragraph 7)

D They are used to the high altitude and are familiar with the climbing route. (paragraph 7)

10 This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
What text structure does the author use to organize paragraph 2?

A cause and effect

B chronological order

C description

D compare and contrast

Part B

The author uses that text structure in paragraph 2 mainly to show —

A who climbed Mount Everest first

B why it took so long to climb Mount Everest

C how many people have climbed Mount Everest

D why people first became interested in climbing Mount Everest

Word Study
Directions: Choose the best answer to each question.

11 Which suffix shows that an action is happening now?

A -er
B -ed
C -ing
D -est
12 Circle the two words that can be used to make a comparison.

tasted
tastier
tasting
tastiest
13 Which suffix can be added to amuse to make a word that means “the action of being amused”?

E -ic
F -ty
G -ity
H -ment
14 Match each word with the suffix that can be added to create a new word.

history



-ty
develop



-ity
festive



-ic
loyal




-ment
15 Which of the following words is an example of the VCe syllable pattern with a long vowel sound and a silent e?

I asked
J ferns
K justice
L place
16 Read the sentence.


My friend Sal’s nickname is Duck because she loves to float in the lake!

Which of the following words is an example of the VCe syllable pattern?

A friend
B float
C the
D lake
17 Which of the following words contains a vowel team? 
E lamp
F main
G show
H winter
18 Which two of the following sentences contain an underlined word with a consonant digraph?

I Tim went to the lake for vacation.

J He found a shell on the beach.

K He carefully put it in a pail.

L On the road home, he held the pail.
M At home, Tim put his find in his treasure chest.

19 The prefix en- in enlarge means —
A to move
B to give less to
C to cause to be
D to stay the same 
20 Read the sentence.
I was mistaken for my cousin.
The prefix mis- helps the reader understand that the word mistaken 
means —

A correct in belief
B without care
C wrongly identified
D having the same appearance
Conventions
Directions: Choose the best answer to each question.
21 Which of the following sentences contains both a complete subject and a complete predicate?

A My friend ran.
B Played soccer.
C Went to school.
D The dark forest.
22 Read the sentence.
Mr. Hill’s class played a game.

The complete predicate in the sentence is —

A Mr. Hill’s

B Mr. Hill’s class
C played
D played a game
23 Underline the compound subject in the following sentence.

Bella and Tom will have hurry to get to the market before it closes.

24 Read the sentence.
On our fishing trip, we paddled across the lake and caught ten big fish.
The underlined words can be described as —

A
a noun phrase

B
a prepositional phrase

C
a compound subject

D
a compound predicate
25 An example of a complete sentence is —

A At the city park.
B Susan is a good student.
C My favorite television programs.
D Is the tall captain of the team.
26 Underline the two complete sentences in the following paragraph.

Tina and Lili planned to go to the movies and get ice cream. After the movie. Forgot her money borrowed some. Not enough for movie and ice cream. They went home after the movie.

27 Which sentence is NOT a run-on sentence?

A Kim left early the ball game was over.

B Sara jumped up Simon stayed at his desk.

C Carlos finished his report and went to the playground.

D Cynthia and Lucy made soup Lucy’s mom made the salad.

28 Which sentence is correct?

A I love to play softball, I like my team.

B His uncle is a teacher he teaches science.

C Linda has an uncle in England, and he invited her to visit.

D My sister enjoys walking in the park she also loves snow cones.

29 Which sentence is NOT a fragment?

A After waiting all day for the mail to come.

B Decided to go home and play with his sister.

C Decided to make a cake, with his dad and his sisters.

D After making three baskets, the boy helped his team win.

30 A student wants to change the sentence below to make it complete.

My mother ___________________.

To complete the sentence, the student should add the words —

A who is nice
B and my father
C planning to go
D left for the meeting
Writing
Read the “Benefits of Kindness” passage set.

Source 1: Kindness Matters

1 Mr. Chin is a senior citizen who lives next door to my family. Mr. Chin and his wife are so gracious to the people in our neighborhood. Not only do they wave to everyone who walks or drives by, they check in on my family when any one of us is sick and ask me how school is going. On school days when I walk to the bus stop with my dad, I see Mr. Chin walk to the end of his driveway to pick up the newspaper. Last week, I noticed that Mr. Chin was using a cane. I had never seen him walk with a cane before. I wondered what had happened.

2 When I saw Mr. Chin walk with his cane again, I came up with an idea. On my way to the bus stop each morning, I can deliver Mr. Chin’s newspaper to his front door. The next day, I was elated to find the newspaper still on the ground at the end of Mr. Chin’s driveway. On my way to the bus stop with my dad, I walked over to the end of the driveway, picked up the newspaper, and placed it on his front stoop.

3 Later that day, Mr. Chin came outside when I was walking home. I could tell he was appreciative because he said, “Thank you for bringing the newspaper to my front stoop, Jenny! You are incredibly kind.” I guess he must have seen me through his window that morning. I am thrilled that I found a way to help him!

Source 2: Lend a Helping Hand
1 I exclaimed, “Be careful, Carmen!” I am sure that my classmate Carmen knows the rules, but when she crossed the street without looking both ways, I was concerned.

2 My teacher, Mrs. Leavington, assigns a leadership role to her students each week. The roles include passing out materials for class activities, acting as a student safety officer, and organizing the books on the bookshelf. This week, I was assigned student safety officer, which is the leadership role that I have been looking forward to all year! 




I was given a safety vest, a whistle, and a STOP sign. Mrs. Leavington told me that I would be assisting Mr. Jacobs, one of our school’s safety 
officers.

3 On my first day as a student safety officer, I helped Mr. Jacobs patrol the bus area before and after school. I will never forget what Mr. Jacobs said to the students getting off the bus that morning. He announced, “Hello and good morning, students! This week, Lucas will be helping me with bus duty and recess. Be sure to listen to him, and don’t forget to tell him ‘Thank you!’ for his hard work.” That was so neat!

4 Michael, who is my best friend’s little brother, was worried he was going to miss the bus after school yesterday, so he ran from the playground to the bus area. When I saw Michael running, I told the bus driver to wait for him. Before Michael got on the bus, I reminded him that it is unsafe to run like that when he is outside the playground boundaries. Michael thanked me for the reminder and said he would not run like that again.

5 What a great week! I helped Carmen, Michael, and many other students. I am excited to see what role Mrs. Leavington assigns me next week.

Source 3: Giving Back
1 I am a pediatrician, or children’s doctor, at Cloudsville Family Medical Center. My children, Max and Molly, graduated from Cloudsville High School a few years ago. Now, they are in college.

2 The town holds special memories for my family. When Max and Molly were little, they loved grocery shopping with me at Sunshine, our local food market. They also loved participating in sports and activities. Molly took painting classes at Impressions, our local art studio.

3 As a pediatrician, I help young children and their families every day. My patients range from one day old to eighteen years old. Although my work keeps me busy, I found I had extra time after my children left for college. I decided to give back to the places that had been special to us.

 
4 Sunshine is selling new, healthful food items that are very nutritional for children. I give a monthly presentation to the shoppers at Sunshine about the benefits of these healthful foods. The manager at Sunshine told me that these items are in high demand at the store. That is great news!

5 Impressions, our local art studio, offers classes and helps artists create different works of art that the studio owners sell in their store. I asked them if I could volunteer to make artwork that I would donate to the young patients at Cloudsville Family Medical Center. The art studio, parents, and children all love the idea. It is so rewarding to give back to the friendly people of this wonderful town!

Writing
Each passage describes the benefits of being kind to others or giving back to our communities. Write a personal narrative about a time in your life when you were kind to others. Use the passages to help you write in first-person point of view, compose a setting, and include relevant details.
Manage your time carefully so that you can

· read the passages;
· plan your response;
· write your response; and
· revise and edit.
Be sure to include

· an introduction that describes the characters and the setting;
· relevant details about a clear sequence of events; and
· a conclusion that wraps up the personal narrative.
Your response should be a narrative that includes multiple paragraphs. Write your response on a separate sheet of paper.
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