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Adverb Clause | Because Keller could not see or hear, she struggled to
understand language.

(acts as an adverb, modifying the verb struggled)

Relative Clause | Anne Sulivan, who was her teacher, helped Kellr break
through the barriers that challenged her

(acts as an adjective, modifying Anne Sulivar)

Noun Clause Keller made the connection between the feel of the water
and what Sullvan was writing on her hand.

(acts as 2 noun, the object of the

preposition between)





                7th Grade English

2 Semester Final Exam
Study Sheet

1. Against the Odds (page 446)
         Genre: Informational text
           Background
           On January 15, 2009, US Airways Flight 1549 made an emergency landing  

             in the Hudson River after both engines failed from a bird strike. Captain 
             "Sully" Sullenberger safely ditched the plane, and all 155 people on board 
             survived, earning the event the name "Miracle on the Hudson."
Comprehension Check
         Here are a few simple comprehensions check questions based on the story     


 1. What caused the engines on Flight 1549 to fail?

     ___________________________________________________________

 2.  Who was the pilot in command of the flight?
          ___________________________________________________________


 3. Where did the plane make an emergency landing?
          ___________________________________________________________

 4. How many people survived the landing?
          ___________________________________________________________

5. Why is the event called the "Miracle on the Hudson"?
          ___________________________________________________________

     6.  Why didn’t the pilots return to the airport after the bird strike?
           ___________________________________________________________
Answers can be found on the last page

Grammar

Types of Dependent Clauses (page 511 + Worksheets)

Types of Dependent Clauses Good writers use a variety of clauses to 

enliven their writing and to provide detail. 

A clause is a group of words with its own subject and verb. An independent
clause, or main clause, can stand alone as a complete sentence. 

A dependent, or subordinate, clause also has a subject and a verb, but it cannot stand alone as a complete sentence. Dependent clauses are classified according to how they function in a sentence.
• An adverb clause acts as an adverb in a sentence. It begins with a subordinating conjunction, such as although, if, when, or because. 
• A relative, or adjective, clause acts as an adjective. It usually begins with a relative pronoun, such as who, whom, whose, which, or that. 
• A noun clause acts as a noun. It begins with a word such as what, whatever, when, where, how, or why.
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2. The Circuit (page 467)
Genre: Short Story
          Background
          This selection is from The Circuit: Stories from the Life of a Migrant

          Child, a collection of autobiographical short stories by Francisco

          Jiménez. In this story, the narrator, Panchito, tells of his difficult early

years as part of a family of migrant farm workers. To him, life consisted

of constant moving and work, with school wedged in around harvesting

jobs. The “circuit” in the title refers to the path migrant workers take

every year to find jobs.
         Vocabulary (page 468) 
	Word
	Definition

	1. Thoroughly 
	Completely or entirely

	2.  Wearily
	In a tired manner

	3. Instinctively
	Without thinking

	4.  Enthusiastically
	With eager interest

	5. Hesitantly
	In an unsure or cautious way 

	6. Understandingly
	In a knowing way, kindly


  Comprehension Check (page 475)
           Practice answering these questions and the answer that are written in

           your book.
      1. What kind of work does Panchito’s family do?

                __________________________________________________________


 2. Why does the family move at the beginning of the story?

                ___________________________________________________________


 3. Why does Papá warn his sons that the school bus is coming when they are


     picking grapes?

               ____________________________________________________________

           4. Who befriends Panchito at school?
               ____________________________________________________________
Word Study (page 478)

Old English Suffix: -ly When added to the ends of adjectives, the Old

English suffix -ly creates an adverb that describes how something was

done.
Analyze Craft and Structure (page 477)

Theme The theme, or central idea of a story, is an insight about life that

the story conveys. Although the themes of a work are sometimes directly

stated, more often they are hinted at or suggested.

Grammar
Commas (479 + Worksheet)

Commas are essential tools for writers. Commas (,) signal a

brief pause; they enable readers to absorb information in meaningful,

accurate chunks.

Use the chart to review the functions of commas.
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Questions

1. Reread these sentences from “The Circuit.” Identify the function of the

comma or commas in each sentence.

           a. As the last days of August disappeared, so did the number

              of braceros.

           b. Suddenly I felt even more the weight of hours, days, weeks,

               and months of work.

           c. I sat at the table across from Roberto, but I kept my head down.
           d. After the man went in, Mamá clasped her hands and hurried back

               to the car.
Answers

1. (a) after an introductory word, phrase, or clause

    (b) to separate three or more words, phrases, or clauses in a series
    (c) before a conjunction that joins independent clauses in a compound sentence
    (d) after an introductory word, phrase, or clause

3. A Work in Progress (page 493)
      Genre Personal Narrative
      Background
      The narrator of this excerpt of Bruchac’s novel is Sacajawea, relating the story to her son
       Pomp. Sacajawea was a Shoshone interpreter on the Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery
       expedition in the early 1800s, and was the only woman among the explorers. She proved
       invaluable in the expedition’s dealings with the Shoshone, and her presence—and that of 

       her infant son—convinced many of the other tribes they met that the explorers were not a war
       party
 Vocabulary (page 492 + Worksheet)
	Word
	Definition

	1. Accomplishments
	impressive achievement

	2. Extraordinary
	very special

	3. Celebrate
	acknowledge a happy day or event with a social gathering


Comprehension Check (499 + Worksheet)
      Practice answering these questions and check answers from Worksheet

1. Why does the author, Aimee Mullins, have difficulty walking across the  

     marble floor of the library?

     _________________________________________________________________

2. What happened between Mullins and her father that caused her to be  

     grounded?         

    _________________________________________________________________

3. What does Mullins do to become more involved with the quality of her 

     limbs?                

   __________________________________________________________________

4. According to the author, what is the source of the “greatest creative power”?
     ___________________________________________________________________

Word Study (page 500 + Worksheet)
latin Prefix extra- The Latin prefix extra- means “beyond the scope of”

or “in addition to what is usual or expected.” At the end of the selection,

the author realizes that what makes her different also makes her

extraordinary, or beyond what is ordinary or expected. With your group,

identify and define two other words you know that include this prefix.


Analyze Craft and Structure (page 501 + Worksheet)

Author’s Purpose: Word Choice and Humor The main purpose of

humorous writing is to entertain readers. Authors may incorporate

elements of humorous writing into more serious writing in order to

express the lighter, human side of otherwise difficult situations.
[image: image3.png]DEFINTION

intentionsl somatim
outrageous, exaggeration
foraffect

EXAMPLE

describing a smallpatch of
ica 352 "vast, frozen lake”

comic DicTIoN words chosan tomake the | “Latting the cat out of the
reacior laugh; theseword | bagis a loteasier than
choices often include slang | puting it backin.”
and other informal lsnguage

INCONGRUITY when somsthing isoutof | waaring bunry ears nstesd

place or inappropriate for s
situstion or satting

of

with 3 bricl outft





Grammar

Informal Grammar (page 502 + Worksheet)


Informal Grammar “A Work in Progress” is transcribed, or copied, from a speech that Aimee Mullins gave at the New York Public Library. While speaking, Mullins chose informal grammar, or casual language rules, to connect with her audience. Some features of her spoken language include:

 •
Colloquial Contractions Words such as gonna (going to), wanna (want to) and kinda (kind of) combine two words in a way that imitates casual conversation. 
•
Informal Transitions People often add casual words and phrases such as man, I’m like, so there I was, and you know when they speak to link ideas or create emphasis. 

•
Introductory Conjunctions Starting sentences with the conjunctions and, but, or so can smooth the transition from one sentence into another in informal speech, even though they are discouraged in more formal writing.
4. A Young Tinkerer Builds a Windmill
   Genre: News Article

BACKGROUND 
Malawi is a landlocked country in southeastern Africa, one-fifth of which is taken up by the enormous Lake Malawi. Malawi’s economy is mostly farming-based, and most of its citizens live in rural areas. Only a small number of the almost seventeen million Malawians have access to electricity, which is typically limited to large cities.
Comprehension Check (page 523)

1. What inspired William Kamkwamba to build a windmill? 
2. What materials did Kamkwamba use to build his first windmill? 
3. What is “energy poverty”?
Concept Vocabulary 
1.scarcity   
2. desire   
3. attempts

Analyze Craft and Structure 
Text Structure: Biographical Writing : When a nonfiction text tells a story, it is a work of narrative nonfiction. Biographical writing is a type of narrative nonfiction in which the author tells about events in another person’s life. The elements of biographical writing include: 
•
a real-life person who is the subject of the biography 
•
factual information about the setting and context 
•
details and descriptions that help develop the subject’s character
•
direct quotations, a person’s exact words, from the subject and other people 
           that have a relationship with or significant knowledge of the subject, such as 
           a close friend or a historian 
•
the use of narrative pacing, which is the way an author shapes the flow of 
          information in a text—how much information readers receive in a given 
          section of text and the order in which they receive it
Answers to the check for comprehension questions on “Against the Odds”

1. A bird strike (Canadian geese)

2. Captain Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger

3. The Hudson River

4. 155

5. Because all passengers and crew survived an emergency landing in the river

6. They didn’t have enough altitude or engine power to safely return to the airport
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