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8th Grade Midterm Study Guide
Subject: English / Mrs. Aya
Topics to Review:

1. Vocabulary
Review the vocabulary words from Unit 1.
How to Study:
· Review the vocabulary sheets & notebook.
· Use the words in sentences to understand them better.

2. Grammar
A. Sentence Structure
· Subject: Who or what the sentence is about.
· Verb: The action or state of being.
· Object: The thing receiving the action.
B. Active and Passive Voice
1. Active Voice
· Definition: In the active voice, the subject of the sentence performs the action of the verb.

· Structure:
· Subject + Verb + Object
· Example:
· Active: The dog (subject) chased (verb) the ball (object).
· Breakdown:
· Subject: The dog
· Verb: chased
· Object: the ball
· Characteristics:
· The focus is on the subject performing the action.
· Typically makes sentences clearer and more direct.
· Example: "The teacher (subject) explained (verb) the lesson (object)."
2. Passive Voice
· Definition: In the passive voice, the subject of the sentence is acted upon by the verb.

· Structure:
· Subject + Form of "to be" + Past Participle + (by + Agent)
· Example:
· Passive: The ball (subject) was chased (verb) by the dog (agent).
· Breakdown:
· Subject: The ball
· Form of "to be": was
· Past Participle: chased
· Agent (optional): by the dog
· Characteristics:
· The focus is on the action or the recipient of the action rather than the doer.
· Often used when the doer is unknown or unimportant.
· Example: "The lesson (subject) was explained (verb) by the teacher (agent)."

3. Writing Active and Passive Voice
When to Use Active Voice:
· When you want to emphasize the subject or doer of the action.
· To make sentences more engaging and straightforward.
· In most forms of writing, especially in academic and professional contexts.
When to Use Passive Voice:
· When the doer of the action is unknown or less important than the action itself.
· In scientific writing or reports where the focus is on the process or results rather than who performed the action.
· When the writer wants to create a sense of mystery or suspense.

How to Practice
· Identify Voice: Read sentences and identify whether they are active or passive. Rewrite passive sentences in active voice.

· Conversion Exercises: Take sentences in active voice and convert them to passive voice, and vice versa.
Example Exercise: Convert the following sentences:
1. The chef cooked the meal. (Active)
· Passive: The meal was cooked by the chef.
2. The book was read by the students. (Passive)
· Active: The students read the book.

Study Tips
· Practice writing sentences in both voices to understand the differences in structure and meaning.
· Review your grammar notes and worksheets.
3. Literature
A. "The Medicine Bag" by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve
· Main Idea: The story explores cultural identity and the importance of tradition through a young boy's connection to his Native American heritage.

· Main Characters:
· Martin: A young boy learning about his heritage.
· Grandfather: Represents tradition and cultural identity.

· Summary: Martin's grandfather visits and brings a medicine bag that holds cultural significance. Martin learns to appreciate his heritage and the lessons of his ancestors.
· Themes:
· Cultural Identity
· Family and Tradition

· Key Symbols:
· The medicine bag symbolizes heritage and cultural connection.
How to Study:
· Review story elements through your notes.
· Review you first quiz. 

C. "Apache Girl's Rite of Passage"
· Overview: This narrative explores the cultural significance of a traditional Apache rite of passage for girls entering womanhood. The video presents the experiences of a young Apache girl " Dasheena" who undergoes a series of rituals and teachings that signify her transition from childhood to adulthood.
· Main Characters:
· Dasheena: A young Apache girl preparing for her rite of passage. She symbolizes the bridge between childhood and adulthood.

· The Elders: Members of the Apache community who guide and mentor the girl through her rites. They represent wisdom and tradition.

· Family Members: The girl's family plays a crucial role in her preparation and participation in the ceremony.
· Summary:
· The video follows the journey of an Apache girl as she prepares for her rite of passage ceremony, which includes spiritual teachings, community involvement, and personal reflection. The ceremony itself is a communal event that showcases the girl's strength, resilience, and cultural identity.

· It highlights various aspects of Apache culture, including traditional clothing, music, and rituals, emphasizing the importance of these practices in fostering community bonds and preserving cultural heritage.
· Themes:
· Cultural Identity: The video illustrates the significance of cultural rituals in shaping a person's identity and connection to their community.

· Transition and Growth: It emphasizes the challenges and growth that come with transitioning into adulthood, portraying both the emotional and physical aspects of this journey.

· Community and Tradition: The importance of community support and the role of elders in guiding the younger generation through cultural practices are central to the narrative.

· Key Takeaways:
· The rite of passage is not just a personal journey but a communal experience that reflects the values and traditions of the Apache people.

· The video serves as a reminder of the importance of cultural heritage and the need to preserve these traditions for future generations.

· Discussion Questions:
· What does the rite of passage signify for the girl and her community?
· How do the rituals and teachings shape the girl's understanding of her cultural identity?
· In what ways does the video illustrate the role of community in personal growth and development?

How to Study
· Revisit Key Moments: Watch the video again and take notes on specific rituals and teachings presented.
· Reflect on Themes: Consider how the themes of cultural identity and community resonate with your own experiences or other texts you've studied.

C. Poetry Collection
Hanging Fire by Audre Lorde
1. Key Vocabulary
· Betrayed (v.): To be let down or deceived by someone or something trusted. In the poem, the speaker feels as if her own body has "betrayed" her as she goes through adolescence.

· Insecurity (n.): A feeling of uncertainty or anxiety about oneself; a lack of confidence. The speaker exhibits insecurity about her appearance and her future.

· Isolation (n.): The feeling of being alone or separated from others. The speaker feels emotionally isolated from her mother and her surroundings.

· Mortality (n.): The state of being subject to death. The speaker's fear of dying before morning reflects her anxiety about mortality.

2. Summary
· "Hanging Fire" is a poem about a 14-year-old girl who expresses her feelings of anxiety, insecurity, and fear about growing up. The speaker is worried about various things in her life—her appearance, her relationships, her future, and death. Throughout the poem, she repeatedly mentions that her mother is in the next room and seems emotionally distant. This adds to her sense of isolation and fear.

3. Themes
· Adolescence and Growing Pains: The speaker is a teenager who is going through a difficult and confusing phase. She is concerned with typical teenage issues like appearance and social acceptance, but also deeper fears about life and death.

· Loneliness and Isolation: The repeated mention of the mother being in the next room highlights the speaker’s sense of loneliness. Even though her mother is physically close, she feels emotionally distant and unsupported.

· Fear and Anxiety: The speaker is constantly worried about many things, from how she looks to more serious thoughts about death, showing how overwhelming growing up can be.

· Identity: The speaker is struggling to figure out who she is in a world that seems uncaring. She grapples with questions of self-worth and belonging.


4. Key Lines and Analysis
· "I am fourteen / and my skin has betrayed me": This line reflects a common teenage insecurity about appearance, particularly about skin issues like acne. The speaker feels that even her own body is working against her.

· "Nobody even stops to think / about my side of it": This reveals the speaker's feeling of being misunderstood and ignored, which is a common sentiment among teenagers.

· "what if I die / before morning": This dark thought shows the intensity of the speaker’s anxiety. She is worried not just about day-to-day concerns but also about serious, existential fears like death.

5. Literary Devices
· Repetition: The phrase "and momma’s in the bedroom / with the door closed" is repeated in each stanza, symbolizing the speaker's feelings of abandonment and the emotional barrier between her and her mother.

· Metaphor: The speaker’s skin "betraying" her can be seen as a metaphor for the struggles of adolescence—how her body is changing in ways that she cannot control, making her feel vulnerable.

· Imagery: The speaker vividly describes her insecurities (e.g., her skin, braces, and unpreparedness for adulthood). This creates a strong sense of the speaker’s inner turmoil and the overwhelming nature of her thoughts.

· Tone: The tone of the poem is anxious and reflective. The speaker is worried, insecure, and overwhelmed by her thoughts about growing up.

7. Themes for Discussion
· The Struggles of Adolescence: Discuss how the speaker’s concerns (e.g., appearance, fitting in, understanding the future) reflect the broader struggles that many teenagers face. How does the poem make the reader sympathize with the speaker's experience?

· The Role of Parents: How does the relationship between the speaker and her mother affect her feelings? Why might the speaker feel so isolated even though her mother is nearby?

· Anxiety about the Future: How does the speaker’s fear of death and uncertainty about the future connect with the overall theme of adolescence? What might the speaker be looking for in terms of guidance or support?


How to Study for Poetry:
· Review Vocabulary: Understand and practice the key vocabulary from each poem (flung, catapulted, lurched, sinews, etc.).

· Analyze Key Themes: Reflect on how perseverance, determination, and mentorship are expressed in both poems. Be prepared to write about how these themes are conveyed through the imagery and tone.

· Revisit Important Quotes: Memorize key quotes and be ready to explain their significance in the context of the poem.
How to Study:
· Identify key metaphors and their meanings.
· Reflect on the themes and how they relate to personal experiences.


4. Symbolism
A. Understanding Symbolism
· Definition: A symbol is something that represents something else.
· Example: A heart symbolizes love.
How to Study:
· Review examples of symbolism from the stories and poems you read.
· Practice identifying symbols and understanding their meanings.
· Review symbolism worksheet.

5. Monologue
A. Understanding Monologue
· Definition: A long speech by one character, typically revealing their thoughts or feelings.
· Purpose: Monologues allow deeper insight into a character's motivations, emotions, and conflicts.
How to Study:
· Review examples of monologues from plays or stories studied in class.
· Practice writing your own monologue, focusing on a character's perspective.

6. Nonfiction Narrative
A. Understanding Nonfiction Narrative
· Definition: A factual story that conveys real events and experiences, often personal in nature.
· Key Elements:
· Real-life events and characters
· Personal reflections and insights
How to Study:
· Review nonfiction narratives studied in class, focusing on their structure and themes.
· Compare how authors convey their messages through narrative techniques.

7. Writing Compare and Contrast
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A. Comparing and Contrasting
· Definition: Highlighting the similarities and differences between two or more subjects.
· Structure:
· Introduction: Introduce the subjects being compared.
· Body: Discuss similarities and differences in separate paragraphs or sections.
· Conclusion: Summarize the main points of comparison.
Example Prompt: Compare and contrast "The Medicine Bag" and "Apache Girl Rites of Passage," focusing on their themes of cultural identity.
How to Study:
· Practice creating Venn diagrams to visually organize similarities and differences.
· Write practice paragraphs comparing different texts, focusing on key themes and elements.

Study Tips
· Review all worksheets and class notes.
· Practice with sample questions.
· Break study time into short periods with breaks.
· Organize study sessions with peers for collaborative learning.

Good luck with your midterms!
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