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Unit 1 Literature
Mid Term Study Sheet

Literature 
 1. A Simple Act
      Genre: News Blog
      Read lesson from PDF handout, will be assigned on Savvas online     

       BACKGROUND
       In a big city like New York, thousands of strangers from many different backgrounds cross paths every  
       day. But they rarely stop on the street to get to know each other. When people from very different  
       places make the effort to connect, unexpected friendships can form.
       
      Analyze the Text

      1. (a) Analyze How does Maurice surprise Laura when he explains in paragraph 6 what he liked most 	  	  about visiting Laura’s sister? (b) infer What do readers learn about Maurice’s values?
	  Answer: (a) Laura expects Maurice to be impressed by the large front and back yards, but he’s 	  	                   most excited by the large dining room table where everyone talks and eats together. 
                                 (b) Readers learn that Maurice is most impressed by connections between loved ones
  
       2. Draw Conclusions How do both Laura and Maurice benefit from their relationship?
	   Answer: Maurice gains food and a friendship, as well as exposure to “new places, new ideas, and 	   new possibilities” (paragraph 5). Laura gains a child to care for—Maurice became almost like the 	   child she’d always wanted (paragraph 5).

       3. Evaluate In paragraph 7 the author mentions that a book about Laura and Maurice’s friendship          
           became a best-seller. Why do you think people became so interested in this friendship?
	   Answer: The friendship is both unusual and inspirational. It is unusual because Laura and Maurice 	   come from such different backgrounds, and it is inspirational because they help each other.

      4. Essential Question What can one generation learn from another? What have you learned about how  
           people of different generations learn from each other?
	    Answer: The article shows how people of different generations, and classes, can come together, 		      build strong friendships, and take the time to listen to one another. 
 
      Analyze Craft and Structure
      Author’s Point of View The attitudes and approach that an author takes in an informational text show   
      the author’s point of view. In some informational texts, authors take an objective approach, avoiding
      opinions and other biases. These texts are based almost entirely on factual information. In other    
      informational texts, authors are more subjective—mixing facts with their own commentary and 
      interpretation. The commentary may take the form of direct opinions, or it may involve using weighted
      words—words that have strong emotional associations beyond their basic meanings.

	• In “A Simple Act,” the phrase “all of eleven years old” in paragraph 1 shows that the author is 	   
                  concerned that the boy was too young to be begging for money on the streets.
	• In paragraph 4, the author writes that Maurice’s teacher “made Laura take a long hard look at 	   
                 what she was doing” to show that the teacher took Maurice’s situation very seriously


Word Study
Multiple-Meaning Words A multiple-meaning word is a word with more than one definition. Sometimes the definitions of multiple-meaning words are similar, but in other cases they may be completely unrelated.
For example, the word bond, which appears in “A Simple Act,” has several different meanings. Write the meaning of bond as it is used in the fifth paragraph. Then, use a dictionary to find two more definitions of the word bond..

(Comprehension Check Questions) Found in Notebook

2. from An Invisible Thread
     Genre: Memoir
     Lesson will be assigned on Savvas
     
     BACKGROUND
     Laura Schroff and Maurice Mazyck had been friends for 15 years when he gave the final toast at the  
     celebration of her 50th birthday. Maurice’s words, and Laura’s reaction to them, reveal what each had 
     gained from their long friendship.

Analyze the Text
       1. Analyze In the first paragraph of the excerpt from her memoir, Laura Schroff gives the reader a 
           positive impression of Maurice. Which of her word choices contribute most to this positive tone?
       	Answer: The words “sharp” and “spectacular” contribute most to the positive tone.

       2. Draw Conclusions In his toast, Maurice says that when he asked Laura for spare change, at first she   
           walked past him. Then, she stopped in the middle of the street, almost got hit by a car, and then
           walked back to him. Why do you think Laura turned around?
	Answer: She may have turned around because she realized she could help him and wanted to try.
     
      3. Interpret In paragraph 7, Laura says, “Everything I ever gave to Maurice, he gave back to me tenfold.”      
          What does this statement suggest about her friendship with Maurice?
	Answer: Laura’s statement suggests that although she gave some material things to Maurice, he 
                               returned those gifts with equally or more valuable emotional rewards.

      4. Make inferences Why do you think Maurice gave the final toast?
	Answer: Maurice may have been invited to give the final toast at Laura’s fiftieth birthday 	  
                               celebration because of how close they have become

      5. Essential Question: What can one generation learn from another? How did reading this excerpt affect 
          your understanding of how people from different generations can learn from one another?
              Answer: People of different generations can teach by acting as role models, demonstrating  
                              important values through their actions

      Analyze Craft and Structure
            Narrative Point of View An Invisible Thread is a memoir written from the first-person point of view.  
            You can tell a work of nonfiction is written from the first-person point of view by looking for the   
            following clues.
         • The author uses the pronoun I to refer to himself or herself.
         • The author is involved in the events being described.
         • Authors often use direct quotations, or a person’s exact words, to reflect the views of other people  
             involved in the narrative.
Memoirs are usually written from the first-person point of view. Authors of memoirs use the first-person point of view because they are describing events and experiences in their own lives—both what happened as well as personal reactions and emotions.

*Comprehension Check Questions in notebook

Concept Vocabulary: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]      Word Vocabulary #1 Connects, Influence, Encouraged, Bond, Executive, Proverb, Welfare, Fond, 
                                             Co-writer, Panhandlers

      Word Vocabulary #2 Resilience, Perseverance, Generosity, Spirit, Adversity.

Grammar
Adverbs
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Practice Examples
1. Identify the adverb or adverbs in each sentence. Then, identify the word each adverb modifies or 
     describes.
    a. Maurice and Laura shared meals regularly and enthusiastically.
         Answer:  Regularly and enthusiastically modify shared.

    b. They often exchanged opinions and frequently agreed.
         Answer: Often modifies exchanged, and frequently modifies agreed.

    c. Later, Laura befriended Maurice’s children, too.
         Answer: Later modifies befriended.

    d. Laura’s book was very popular and deeply affected many readers.
        Answer: Very modifies popular, and deeply modifies affected.
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Conventions

Adverbs An adverb is a word that modfes or describes a verb,
adjective, or another adverb. These words provide information by

answering the question How? When? Where? How often? or To what
extent? Many adverbs end in the suffix 1. This chart shows examples:

How? Maurice asked politaly for change.
P
When? Laura sic o, but so0m changed her mind.
i
Whera? They went inside for a mel.
i
How often? They usily ot for inner on Morday i

Towhat oxtart? | Todsy, Marice and Laura are extremely good frencs
i ey




