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7th Grade 
Mother To Son & To James: Poetry Review Sheet


Poem 1: Mother to Son by Langston Hughes
Questions:
1. What does the mother compare her life to?
· The mother compares her life to a staircase.

2. What are three words that describe the staircase?
· Some words are: "tacks," "splinters," "no carpet."

3. What advice does the mother give to her son?
· The mother tells her son to never give up and to keep going even when things get hard.

4. What does the mother say NOT to do?
· She says: don’t turn back or sit down, meaning don’t give up.
Vocabulary Words:
· Tacks: Sharp nails that hurt.
· Splinters: Tiny pieces of wood that poke, like problems in life.

Poem 2: To James by Frank Horne
Questions:
1. What does the speaker talk about at the start of the poem?
· The speaker talks about a race that James won.

2. What does the speaker want James to do in life?
· The speaker wants James to live life like a race, full of effort and focus.

3. What actions happen again and again in the poem?
· Running actions like “flung,” “catapulted,” and “lurched” keep happening.

4. What advice does the speaker give about life?
· The speaker says to run hard in life and finish strong, just like in a race.
Vocabulary Words:
· Flung: Threw yourself quickly.
· Example: James flung his body at the start of the race, meaning he started with all his strength.

· Catapulted: Jumped forward with force.
· Example: James catapulted through the tape, meaning he finished the race with a strong push.

· Lurched: Moved suddenly.
· Example: The speaker felt like they moved forward with James at the start of the race.

Fun Questions
Mother to Son:
1. What is the feeling (tone) of the poem?
· The poem feels strong and hopeful.

2. What does the staircase stand for (symbolize)?
· The staircase stands for the hard times the mother faced in her life.
To James:
1. What is the main idea of “To James”?
· The main idea is to never give up and always do your best.

2. How is running a race like living life?
· The speaker says you should live life with the same energy and focus as running a race.

Writing Activity
1. Compare both poems.
· Both poems talk about working hard and never giving up.

2. How do the speakers show love for the people they are talking to?
· In Mother to Son, the mother gives advice about life.
· In To James, the speaker encourages James to run and live with energy.
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