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7th grade
Unit 1
Symbolism
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Objective:
Students will understand how authors use symbols in stories to represent deeper meanings.
1. What is Symbolism?
Symbolism is when an object, character, or action represents something else. It adds deeper meaning to the story.
2. Common Symbols
Here are some common symbols and their meanings:
· A Rainbow: A symbol of hope or new beginnings.
· A Lion: A symbol of courage or bravery.
· A Storm: A symbol of trouble or difficult times.
· A Butterfly: A symbol of change or transformation.
3. Examples from Story
In stories, symbols help the reader understand deeper themes and ideas:
· In 'A Simple Act', the sharing of a meal can symbolize friendship and caring.






4. Activity: Matching Symbols to Their Meanings
Match each symbol with its correct meaning.
	Symbol
	Meaning

	A Candle    
	            Hope or Life

	A Shield               
	           Protection or Safety

	A Ladder
	          Success or Achievement

	A Mountain
	          A Challenge or Goal

	A Mirror
	          Self-reflection or Truth



5. Activity: Identify the Symbol
Look at the symbols below. Write what each one might represent.
1.  (key)
· What it could symbolize: _______________
2.  (tree)
· What it could symbolize: _______________
3.  (water)
· What it could symbolize: _______________
4.  (Storm)
· What it could symbolize: _______________

6. Write Your Own Symbol
Think of something special to you. Draw or describe it below and write what it symbolizes.
· My Symbol: __________________________________________
· What it symbolizes: ___________________________________

7. Reflection: Why Are Symbols Important in Stories?
Write 1-2 sentences on why you think symbols are important in stories.
Hint: Think about how symbols help you understand what the story is really about.
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Extra Activity: Read the Passage and Find the Symbol
As the sun set behind the mountains, the old man lit a single candle. Even in the darkest moments, the tiny flame brought warmth and comfort to everyone in the room.
The symbol is: ______________________
What it represents: ______________________
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