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Review Sheet: "The Medicine Bag"

Part 1: Story Summary
1. Summary of the Story:
· "The Medicine Bag" is about a young boy named Martin who initially feels embarrassed by his Native American heritage and his grandfather, who wears traditional clothing. However, when Grandpa arrives to visit the family, Martin learns the importance of tradition and cultural pride. The medicine bag is a symbol of this heritage, passed down through generations to protect the family's history and values.


2. Key Themes:
· Heritage and Tradition: The story emphasizes the importance of honoring one’s cultural roots and family traditions.
· Generational Connection: The relationship between Martin and his grandfather highlights the bond between generations.
· Symbolism of the Medicine Bag: The medicine bag represents the family's history, identity, and spiritual guidance.


3. Important Vocabulary Words:
· Reservation: A designated area of land for Native Americans tribes, where they live.
· Tradition: a belief of behavior passed down within a group society.
· Collapse: to fall down suddenly due to weakness or exhaustion
· Lonesome: feeling sad due to a lack of companionship. 
· Scuffed: marked or scratched due to wear.  

4. Important Characters:
· Martin: A young boy who learns to appreciate his cultural heritage.
· Grandpa: Martin’s Native American grandfather, who passes down the medicine bag.
· Cheryl: Martin’s sister, who is proud of her grandfather and heritage from the beginning.

Part 2: Comprehension Questions
1. Why was Martin initially embarrassed by his grandfather?
2. What does the medicine bag symbolize in the story?
3. How do Martin and Cheryl react differently to their grandfather’s visit and their Native American heritage?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Part 3: Writing Task
· Reflective Writing:
Imagine you received a special item from a grandparent or older family member. Write about what this item might symbolize for your family and how it could change the way you view your heritage. Use specific examples to explain your thoughts.
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