
Part 3
The Metamorphosis

Summary
In Chapter 3, Gregor Samsa's situation worsens. He struggles with his new
insect body and is increasingly isolated from his family. His transformation
leads to a shift in family dynamics; they grow more resentful and distressed by
his presence. Gregor's sister, Grete, initially cares for him but eventually
becomes overwhelmed and begins to see him as a burden.

Key Themes
1. Isolation and Alienation: Gregor feels more isolated as he can no longer
communicate or connect with his family.
2. Identity: Gregor grapples with his sense of self; he is no longer the provider
but a source of shame.
3. Family Dynamics: The family's reaction to Gregor's transformation reveals
their true feelings about him and the pressures of societal expectations.

Important Events
- Gregor's struggle to adapt to his new body and inability to communicate.
- The family's growing alienation and disgust toward Gregor.
- Grete's initial compassion turns into resentment as she becomes more
burdened.

Character Development
- Gregor: Depicts a tragic decline from a once-responsible son to a helpless
creature.
- Grete: Transitions from a caring sister to someone who sees Gregor as an
obstacle.
- Parents: Reflect growing frustration and fear, illustrating how they are
affected by Gregor’s transformation.

Analysis
- Kafka explores the absurdity of life and the fragility of human relationships.
- The transformation serves as a metaphor for alienation in modern society.
- The chapter highlights the impact of physical change on emotional bonds.



Questions for Reflection
1. How does Gregor's transformation affect his sense of self?
2. In what ways does the family dynamic shift in this chapter?
3. What does this chapter suggest about societal expectations and individual
identity?

Absurdist Humor/Absurdism

1. Bizarre Situation: Gregor wakes up as an insect, which is funny and
shocking. His worry about missing work instead of his drastic change
adds to the absurdity.

2. Incongruity: The family’s reactions are odd. They mix concern with
practical worries, which leads to darkly funny moments.

3. Irony: Gregor, once a provider, becomes a burden. His attempts to
connect with his family only make things more ridiculous, especially
when they can’t understand him.

4. Dark Humor: The family’s decision to get rid of Gregor highlights the
absurdity of their love; they see him as a pest instead of their family
member.

5. Physical Comedy: Gregor struggles with his new body, getting stuck in
furniture, which is both funny and sad.

Conclusion

The absurdist humor in the story highlights themes of alienation and the
strange nature of human relationships, blending comedy with tragedy.


