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Comprehension Check
Possible responses:
1. He had to overcome his surroundings of crime, poverty, and failing schools, as well as his own lack of confidence in his abilities.
2. Barrington Irving dreamed of being a pilot and of flying solo around the world.
3. Irving practiced at home by playing a flight simulator video game.
4. Experience Aviation is Irving’s nonprofit organization
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Possible response:
	1.	The writer uses direct characterization.  
2.  Possible response: In the topic sentence, the writer states that Irving has been a success by rising about all obstacles.  
	3.	The writer uses indirect characterization.
	4.	Possible response: Irving has had a successful life and now wants to help others to be a success. 
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A.   Answers will vary. Possible responses:
1. 	Determination means “having a firmness of purpose,” so a person with determination would likely work hard. 
	2.	Pursue means “to strive to gain or accomplish,” so if a person wants to pursue a specific career he or she should learn what he or she would need to do in order to find a job in that field.
	3.	Yes, because accomplish means “carry out; finish.”
	4.	No, because achieve means “to bring to a successful end.”
	5.	undertaking a difficult task 
	6.	A person who is purposeful is not indecisive. This type of person is unwavering or resolute in what happens. 
B.	   1.	fateful; Answers will vary. Sample response: The general made the fateful decision to send his troops into battle. 
	2.	useful; Answers will vary. Sample response: When I visit Spain, my knowledge of Spanish will be very useful.
	3.	skillful; Answers will vary. Sample response: Ariana was skillful in finding ways to avoid questions she didn’t want to answer.  
	4.	successful; Answers will vary. Sample response: The pilot completed a successful solo trip around the world.
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	Answers
	Standards

	1.	(a) The paragraph introduces the article and sums up Irving’s major successes. It relates to the rest of the article because it introduces successes that are described in greater detail later in the article.
		(b) The last sentence of paragraph 1 makes the point that Irving was still very young when he achieved the successes described in the paragraph. Coming after the long list of his successes, the last sentence stresses just how remarkable his achievements were for someone so young. Students may recognize that the understatement of simply stating his age without comment gives the paragraph some humor or personality and makes it more appealing to readers.
	RI.8.5

	2.	(a) Possible examples include Irving’s getting into flight school despite having little money, his flying solo around the world, and his founding an educational nonprofit organization.
		(b) The answer to the question is that Irving’s solo flight around the world did not take forever and he did come home. Students should support their inference with details from paragraph 6 that show that he arrived home safely at the end of a 97-day flight.
	RI.8.1

	3.	The central idea in Irving’s message to kids is that determination, hard work, and a deep passion, or interest, can lead young people to achieve their dreams. The message connects to Irving’s life because he achieved his own dreams through determination and hard work. Details that support this connection include that Irving washed airplanes so that he could afford to attend flight school, that he faced many rejections before finding sponsors for his solo flight around the world, that he braved many dangers to complete the solo flight, and that he started a nonprofit organization to encourage young people to pursue careers in aviation, science, and math.

	RI.8.2

	[bookmark: _GoBack]4.	In their written responses or discussion, students should name and categorize Irving’s successes as a pilot and as an educator. 
They should analyze and explain the similarities and differences between the two sets of successes and explain what the similarities and differences show about Irving’s character.
•	Students should identify examples of Irving’s successes as a pilot—for example, his attending flight school, becoming a pilot, and flying solo around the world at a very young age. They should also identify examples of his successes as an 
educator—for example, his establishing the nonprofit organization Experience Education and the Build and Soar program. They might also mention the positive effects of his program on the careers and lives of young people.
•	Students should note that the two sets of successes are similar because they both relate to aviation or science and they both required determination and hard work. They are different because Irving’s successes as a pilot were personal and individual achievements, whereas his successes as an educator involve team effort and focus on other people and their needs.
•	Students should note that the similarities and differences in the two sets of successes show that Irving has an ongoing interest in aviation and science, that he has many abilities that have allowed him to achieve a variety of goals, and that he is devoted to not only pursuing his own goals but to also supporting the sciences and the dreams of young people.
	RI.8.3
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