[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Worksheet: Understanding the Plot
Grade Level: 7th / English Levels 
Topic: Plot Elements
Name:

What is Plot?
The plot is the sequence of events in a story. It shows how characters handle a problem or conflict. Stories often have five stages of plot:
1. Exposition: Introduces the characters, setting, and situation.
2. Rising Action: Events build up to the main problem or climax.
3. Climax: The most exciting or intense moment of the story.
4. Falling Action: Events happen after the climax, calming things down.
5. Resolution: The conflict is solved, and the story ends.
Directions: Read the Story Below and Answer the Questions
Story Excerpt:
(1) Aaron showed up early for work on opening day at the new cafe. (2) His boss, Jeff, met him at the door. (3) "Aaron, I need you to get over to the grocery store in Junction City. (4) Buy all the eggs they've got!" (5) Jeff could see the confusion on Aaron's face. (6) "The driver who was supposed to deliver the eggs didn’t show." (7) Aaron raced off. (8) In this rural area, even the closest store in Junction City was 30 miles away—and Jeff was set to open the doors for the grand opening of his cafe in an hour! (9) Could Aaron make it back in time? (10) Jeff nervously brewed the coffee, chopped vegetables, and prepped the pancake batter. (11) "But no eggs," he thought. (12) "Great—and on opening day." (13) As the clock ticked to 7:00 a.m., Jeff turned on the "OPEN" sign for the first time. (14) A minute or two later, while in the kitchen, he heard a car pull up.

Questions:
1. What is the conflict in the story?
Answer: ___________________________________________
2. Which sentence is part of the rising action?
a. Sentence 1
b. Sentence 6
c. Sentence 11
d. Sentence 2
3. Look at sentence 14. What plot stage is this?
Answer: ___________________________________________
4. Is the story resolved? Explain your answer.
Answer: ___________________________________________

Directions: Order the Stages of Plot
Below are events from a different story. Write the number (1–5) next to each stage of the plot and label each one:
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Number Stage  Story

Dana Ramirez had been Captain of the starship Frontier for over five years. Her
mission was to rescue the stranded science vessel Curie.

Captain Ramirez communicated with the Curie’s captain. Thankfully, the crew was safe
and brought aboard the Frontier, which began the journey back to Earth.

Three weeks into the mission, the Frontier detected asteroids near the Curie.

Commander Kalil looked worried as he reported the danger to Captain Ramirez.

The Frontier was hit by an asteroid. Captain Ramirez worked hard to steady the ship
while alarms blared and red lights flashed.

Captain Ramirez managed to repair the ship's engines, found the Curie damaged, and
prepared to bring its crew aboard.




image2.png
aum— ] 1| 51 IYHTIEY,

BACCALAUREATE SCHOOLS





image3.png




