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8th Grade English Levels
Final Exam-
 Study Guide

Dear Students,
This guide will help you prepare for your final exam. Please use your notebooks and worksheets to review all notes, activities, and exercises we’ve completed in class. Pay special attention to the examples and explanations provided during our discussions.

Unit 3: What Matters
Essential Question: When it is right to take a stand?
1. Barrington Irving, Pilot and Educator 
An Article By National Geographic 
Barrington Irving’s life is an inspiring story of hard work and determination. He grew up in a poor neighborhood in Miami where there was a lot of crime and bad schools. Despite these challenges, he worked hard to achieve great things.
a. Challenges and Successes
1. Early Struggles:
· Barrington grew up in a tough place with limited opportunities.
· He didn’t let his environment stop him from chasing his dreams.

2. Amazing Achievements:
· At just 23 years old, Barrington became the youngest person and the first African American to fly solo around the world.
· He built his own plane using donations and sponsorships, showing creativity and persistence.
· He graduated with high honors from a program in aeronautical science.

3. Helping Others:
· By the time he was 28, Barrington started Experience Aviation, a program to help kids learn about science, technology, and flying.
· The program gives students hands-on projects, like building planes and robots, to inspire them to dream big.
How to Become a Pilot
To become a professional pilot:
· You must be at least 18 years old.
· You need to pass a written test and practice flying for over 1,000 hours.
· Pilots need to solve problems quickly, communicate clearly, and use special airplane technology.

Why Barrington Irving’s Story Matters
Barrington’s story shows how hard work and determination can help you succeed, no matter where you come from. He turned his challenges into opportunities and now inspires others to follow their dreams.
b. Concept Vocabulary: 
Make sure to study these vocabulary words with their defention
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c. Comprehension Check
1. Question: Who is Barrington Irving?
Answer: Barrington Irving is a pilot and educator who became the youngest person and the only African American to fly solo around the world.

2. Question: What challenges did Irving face growing up?
Answer: Irving grew up in Miami’s inner city, surrounded by crime, poverty, and failing schools.

3. Question: What did Irving accomplish at a young age?
Answer: Irving built his own plane, flew solo around the world, graduated magna cum laude (honor list) in aeronautical science, and started a nonprofit organization.

4. Question: What qualities helped Irving succeed?
Answer: Irving’s determination, problem-solving skills, and the ability to overcome obstacles helped him succeed.

5. Question: What age must someone be to get a professional pilot’s license?
Answer: A person must be at least 18 years old to get a professional pilot’s license.

6. Question: What skills do pilots need?
Answer: Pilots need to communicate clearly, solve problems, react quickly, and use aircraft computers and navigation systems.
d. Analyze Craft and Structure:
Characterization in Nonfiction
In nonfiction, authors often use techniques borrowed from fiction to bring real-life individuals to life on the page. This process, called characterization, helps readers understand the subject’s personality, motivations, and traits. Nonfiction writers use two main types of characterization:
1. Direct Characterization
The author tells the reader what the person is like.
· Example: "He was brave and determined."

In direct characterization, the author explicitly describes traits like courage, generosity, stubbornness, or kindness.
In the Barrington Irving text:
· The statement "Irving is very good at rising above obstacles" directly tells the reader that Irving is determined and resilient.

2. Indirect Characterization
The author shows the person’s traits through:
· Their words.
· Their actions.
· Their appearance.
· Their behavior.
· How others react to or feel about the person.
This type requires readers to make inferences—educated guesses based on the text and their own knowledge.

How to Make Inferences
1. Pay attention to details about the subject’s actions, words, and behavior.
2. Use context clues from the text.
3. Apply your own knowledge to interpret what those details suggest.

Example of Indirect Characterization in the Barrington Irving Text:
Text Detail: "Raised in Miami’s inner city, surrounded by crime, poverty, and failing schools, he beat the odds to become the youngest person to fly solo around the world."
Inference: Irving is determined and hardworking because he overcame significant challenges in his environment to achieve something extraordinary.

Practice Activity
Passage:
"Irving built a plane himself, made his historic flight, and graduated magna cum laude."
Details:
· He built his own plane.
· He completed a challenging flight.
· He graduated with high honors.
Inference:
Irving is resourceful, intelligent, and persistent because he accomplished difficult tasks that required technical skill, focus, and commitment.
By recognizing these examples of characterization, readers gain deeper insights into Barrington Irving’s inspiring personality and achievements.

e. Word Study: 
Old English Suffix: -ful
The Old English suffix -ful means “full of” or “having qualities of.” When added to a word, it transforms the word into an adjective that describes being filled with or characterized by a particular quality. Let’s break down the exercise related to the concept:
1. Analyzing the Word “Meaningful”
In the sentence, “Meaningful, real-world learning experiences fire up the neurons in kids’ minds,” the word meaningful is used to describe learning experiences that are full of meaning or purposeful.
· Breakdown of “Meaningful”:
· Root word: Meaning (the idea or significance of something).
· Suffix: -ful (having the qualities of or being full of).
· Definition: Meaningful means "having a clear purpose, significance, or value."
2. Words With the Suffix -ful to Describe Barrington Irving
The following are words containing the suffix -ful that can describe Barrington Irving based on his characteristics in the text:
· Purposeful: Irving’s actions, such as creating his nonprofit and inspiring students, are goal-oriented and meaningful.
· Hopeful: He was optimistic about achieving his dream despite challenges.
· Powerful: His influence and achievements inspire others.
· Resourceful: Irving demonstrated ingenuity by building his own plane.
f. Nouns and Pronouns
Correct capitalization and spelling of nouns and pronouns are essential for clear and professional writing. 

1. Types of Nouns and Pronouns
1. Nouns:
· Proper Nouns: These name specific persons, places, or things and must always be capitalized.
Example: Barrington Irving, Miami, University of Florida.

· Possessive Nouns: These show ownership by adding an apostrophe and "s" or just an apostrophe for plural nouns.
Example: Irving’s dream, Miami’s community.

2. Pronouns:
· Personal Pronouns: Replace nouns that refer to people or things and include I, you, he, she, it, we, they. The pronoun I is always capitalized.
Example: "He followed his dream, and they supported him."

· Possessive Pronouns: Replace possessive nouns and indicate ownership without using an apostrophe.
Example: my, your, its, their, our.


2. Practice Examples P. 273 (Textbook)
1. From the Sentences Provided:
· Sentence (a): To follow his dream, Irving turned down a full football scholarship to the University of Florida.
· Proper nouns: Irving, University of Florida
· Personal pronoun: his

· Sentence (b): Irving’s nonprofit organization, Experience Aviation, aims to boost the numbers of youth in aviation and other science- and math-related careers.
· Proper nouns: Irving’s, Experience Aviation
· Possessive noun: Irving’s
· Possessive pronoun: their

2. From Paragraph 10:
Example Proper Noun: Barrington Irving
Example Personal Pronoun: he
Example Possessive Pronoun: his
Grammar Q1: Sentence Structure
· Subject: Who or what the sentence is about.
· Verb: The action or state of being.
· Object: The thing receiving the action.
B. Active and Passive Voice
1. Active Voice
Definition: In the active voice, the subject of the sentence performs the action of the verb.

Structure:
Subject + Verb + Object
Example:
Active: The dog (subject) chased (verb) the ball (object).

Breakdown:
Subject: The dog
Verb: chased
Object: the ball
Characteristics:
· The focus is on the subject performing the action.
· Typically makes sentences clearer and more direct.
· Example: "The teacher (subject) explained (verb) the lesson (object)."
2. Passive Voice
Definition: In the passive voice, the subject of the sentence is acted upon by the verb.
Structure:
Subject + Form of "to be" + Past Participle + (by + Agent)

Example:
Passive: The ball (subject) was chased (verb) by the dog (agent).

Breakdown:
· Subject: The ball
· Form of "to be": was
· Past Participle: chased
· Agent (optional): by the dog
Characteristics:
· The focus is on the action or the recipient of the action rather than the doer.
· Often used when the doer is unknown or unimportant.
· Example: "The lesson (subject) was explained (verb) by the teacher (agent)."


3. Revising the Paragraph
Original Paragraph:
When barrington irving was a young man, no one encouraged him to pursue his dreams. In fact, he said, “Everyone told me what i couldn’t do.” Irving started a nonprofit organization. It’s goal is to help kids achieve they’re dreams in science and aviation.
Revised Paragraph:
When Barrington Irving was a young man, no one encouraged him to pursue his dreams. In fact, he said, “Everyone told me what I couldn’t do.” Irving started a nonprofit organization. Its goal is to help kids achieve their dreams in science and aviation.

2. Words Do Not Pay 
A Persuasive Speech By Chief Joseph
Chief Joseph’s speech, “Words Do Not Pay,” is a powerful message about justice, freedom, and equality. He gave this speech in 1879 in Washington, D.C., to ask the U.S. government to treat his people, the Nez Percé, fairly after years of suffering.
a. Overview
1. Purpose:
Chief Joseph spoke to explain the pain his people went through when they were forced off their land and to ask for fair treatment and equal rights.

2. Tone:
His tone is sad but strong. He shares his frustration with broken promises and his sorrow for the loss of his people, but he speaks with dignity and hope for change.

3. Main Ideas:
Empty Promises: Chief Joseph points out that promises made to his people were not kept and that words without actions mean nothing.

4. Suffering: He talks about the pain his people felt when they lost their land, freedom, and lives.

5. Equality: Chief Joseph asks for the same rights and freedom for his people that others enjoy, such as the right to live, work, and choose their own path.
6. Background:

The Nez Percé were forced to leave their homeland in Oregon and move to a reservation in Idaho. When they refused, the U.S. government sent soldiers to remove them. Chief Joseph led his people on a long journey to escape but eventually surrendered. Instead of returning home, the tribe was sent to Oklahoma, where many died from hunger and disease.

7. Message:

Chief Joseph says that all people are created by the same God and should be treated equally. He asks for freedom for his people so they can live in peace and take care of themselves.
b. Concept Vocabulary
Make sure to study these vocabulary words
	Misunderstanding
	understand something incorrectly or to not communicate clearly

	Misrepresentation
	giving false or incorrect information about something

	Equality
	treating everyone the same, giving everyone the same rights and opportunities

	Discrimination 
	treating someone unfairly because of their race, gender, religion, or other characteristics

	Tribe
	a group of people who share the same culture, language, and traditions, often living together as a community


c. Comprehension Questions:
1. Q: Why did Chief Joseph give the speech "Words Do Not Pay"?
A: Chief Joseph gave the speech to appeal to the U.S. government for fair treatment of his people, the Nez Percé, and to express his frustration with broken promises and mistreatment.

2. Q: What does Chief Joseph mean by "Words do not pay"?
A: He means that empty promises and kind words do not solve the real problems his people face, such as the loss of their land, freedom, and lives.

3. Q: How does Chief Joseph view all people?
A: He believes that all people are created by the same Great Spirit Chief  (God) and should be treated equally as brothers, with the same laws and rights.
d. Vocabulary and Context Questions:
1. Q: What does Chief Joseph mean by "misrepresentations"?
A: He means that there have been lies or false portrayals about his people and their situation.

2. Q: How does Chief Joseph define equality in his speech?
A: Equality means treating all people the same, giving them the same laws, rights, and opportunities.

3. Q: What is Chief Joseph’s attitude toward discrimination?
A: He rejects discrimination and believes everyone should have equal rights and opportunities regardless of their background.
e. Word Study:
Old English Prefix: mis-
The prefix mis- comes from Old English and means “opposite,” “badly,” or “wrongly.” When added to the beginning of a word, it changes the word's meaning to reflect something incorrect, improper, or the opposite of what is intended.
For example, in Chief Joseph’s speech, the word “misrepresentations” is used to describe false or incorrect representations about Native Americans, showing how the prefix mis- adds the meaning of “wrong” or “false.”

Examples of Mis- in Use:
1. Miscommunication: A failure to communicate clearly, leading to confusion or misunderstanding.
Example: If you miscommunicate the time of a meeting with a friend, you might show up at different times.

2. Misread: To read something incorrectly or misunderstand its meaning.
Example: If you misread a recipe, you might use the wrong ingredients or mess up the instructions, ruining the dish.
· Knowing the meaning of mis- can help you figure out the meaning of unfamiliar words. For instance:
· Misjudge: To judge someone or something incorrectly.
· Misbehave: To act badly or inappropriately.
· Misplace: To put something in the wrong place and lose it.

Practice Questions Using mis-
1. What might happen if you mishear an important announcement?

(Answer: You could misunderstand the message and miss important details.)

2. What are the consequences of misusing tools or equipment?

(Answer: You could damage the tools, harm yourself, or not complete the task correctly.)
f. Author’s Style: Rhetorical Devices
Parallelism
Parallelism is a rhetorical device where similar grammatical forms or patterns are used to express related ideas. This technique enhances the rhythm and balance of writing, making it more engaging and easier to understand. By creating a smooth flow of ideas, parallelism helps readers connect related concepts and makes the author’s argument more persuasive.
Why Parallelism is Important
· Adds Clarity: Parallel structures clearly show the relationship between ideas.
· Improves Flow: It gives sentences a consistent rhythm, making them easier to read.
· Strengthens Arguments: Balanced and rhythmic writing makes ideas more compelling and memorable.
Without Parallelism vs. With Parallelism
· Nonparallel: Dress codes are less restrictive, less costly, and are not a controversial system.
· Parallel: Dress codes are less restrictive, less costly, and less controversial.
Parallelism eliminates awkward shifts and places ideas of equal importance in a consistent form.


Parallelism in Chief Joseph’s Speech
Chief Joseph effectively uses parallelism in his speech "Words Do Not Pay" to emphasize key points. For example:
· “I am tired of talk that comes to nothing. It makes my heart sick when I remember all the good words and broken promises.”

· This repetition of grammatical forms creates rhythm and emphasizes his feelings of frustration and disappointment.
Practice Writing Parallel Sentences
Write three sentences about Chief Joseph’s speech that use parallelism correctly. P.312 (Textbook)

For example:
1. Chief Joseph wanted to have peace, to demand justice, and to hope for fairness.
2. The speech is being powerful, being emotional, and being touching.
3. Chief Joseph spoke with respect, sharing his ideas clearly, and inspiring his 
4. listeners with his words.




Symbolism
A. Understanding Symbolism
· Definition: A symbol is something that represents something else.
· Example: A heart symbolizes love.
How to Study:
· Review examples of symbolism from the stories and poems you read.
· Practice identifying symbols and understanding their meanings.
· Review symbolism worksheet.
How to Study Symbolism for "Words Do Not Pay":
1. What Does "Words Do Not Pay" Mean?
· The phrase "words do not pay" can be a symbol. It means that just talking or making promises doesn't give you real results. Only actions can make things happen.
2. Think About the Deeper Meaning:
· When people say "words do not pay," they might mean that talking about something is not enough. You need to do something to make a difference, not just say things.
3. Look for Examples:
· In stories, movies, or real life, you might see people who talk about their plans but don’t do anything. This shows the idea that words alone don't lead to real change.


3. from Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence
A Nonfiction Narrative By Doris Pilkington
a. Background and Plot Context
The excerpt from Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence is a nonfiction narrative about the resilience and determination of three young Aboriginal girls—Molly, Daisy, and Gracie—who escape from a government settlement. The story is set in 1931 during a period when Aboriginal children of mixed descent were forcibly removed from their families to assimilate into white Australian culture, a policy now recognized as part of the "Stolen Generations."
The rabbit-proof fence, a real structure built to control pests in Australia, becomes a guiding symbol for the girls' journey home. Molly, the eldest sister, takes charge of the escape, demonstrating leadership, courage, and resourcefulness.

b. [bookmark: _GoBack]Key Events
Morning at the Settlement:
The girls watch as others get ready for school in a noisy and chaotic scene.
Some girls cry as their hair is painfully combed.
Molly Decides to Escape:
Molly decides they won’t go to school or stay at the settlement.
She tells her sisters to pack quickly because they’re leaving.
Convincing Gracie and Daisy:
Gracie and Daisy feel scared and unsure about the long trip.
Molly calms them down, saying they’ll follow the rabbit-proof fence to find their way home to Jigalong.
Getting Ready to Leave:
The sisters gather their few belongings but leave heavy items, like coats, behind.
They quietly leave the dormitory and head to the river to start their escape.
Starting the Journey:
They run through bushes and trees, staying out of sight, and focus on reaching the rabbit-proof fence to guide them home.
c. Significance of the Story
This excerpt highlights themes of survival, familial bonds, and the fight against systemic oppression. Molly's leadership and determination embody the resilience of Aboriginal people in the face of colonial policies that sought to erase their culture and identity. The rabbit-proof fence symbolizes a path not just to physical freedom but also to reclaiming their connection to home and heritage.






d. Concept Vocabulary
Make sure to study these vocabulary words and their definition
	Urgently
	Doing something quickly because it is very important.

	Nervously
	Feeling worried or scared about something.

	Confidently
	Doing something with belief in your abilities or success.

	Cautiously
	Doing something carefully to avoid mistakes or danger.



e. Comprehension Questions 
1. What do the girls see during the morning in the settlement?
They see a lot of noise and chaos as other girls get ready for school, with some crying while their hair is combed.

2. What does Molly decide to do?
Molly decides they won’t go to school or stay at the settlement. She plans to escape.

3. How does Molly convince her sisters to go with her?
Molly tells them they will follow the rabbit-proof fence to get back home to Jigalong.

4. What do the sisters take with them, and what do they leave behind?
They take only light things they can carry and leave heavy things, like coats, behind.

f. Word Study: Old English Suffix -ly
In Old English, the suffix -ly is used to turn an adjective (a word that describes a noun) into an adverb (a word that describes a verb, adjective, or another adverb). This means that the suffix -ly helps explain how, when, or how often something happens.
For example, adding -ly to the adjective urgent makes the adverb urgently. When you say, "Molly whispers urgently," it means that Molly is whispering in a way that shows the situation is very important and needs immediate action.


How the Suffix -ly Contributes to Meaning:
· The suffix -ly changes an adjective into an adverb, explaining how something happens.
· In each of the words above, -ly adds a specific way of doing an action, whether it’s quickly (urgently), with worry (nervously), with belief (confidently), or with care (cautiously). This helps the reader understand the manner in which the action is performed.

Practice:
1. How does the suffix "-ly" change the meaning of the word "urgent"?
The suffix "-ly" turns the adjective "urgent" into the adverb "urgently." It changes the meaning to describe how something is done, meaning it must be done quickly or immediately.
2. Give an example of how you might use the word "nervously" in a sentence.
Example: "She walked nervously to the stage, unsure of what to say."
3. Why would someone act "cautiously" when crossing the street at night?
Someone would act cautiously when crossing the street at night to avoid any danger, like not seeing cars clearly or being in a risky situation.
4. How does adding "-ly" to "confident" change the way someone acts?
Adding "-ly" to "confident" turns it into the adverb "confidently." It means acting in a way that shows belief in oneself or assurance, like speaking or walking with confidence.








g. Analyze Craft and Structure:
 Descriptive Writing
Descriptive writing is when an author paints a picture with words. It helps readers imagine things clearly by using details that appeal to the five senses: sight, hearing, taste, smell, and touch. For example, instead of saying "It was a nice day," an author might say, "The sun was shining, and the birds were singing." This helps the reader see and feel what the author is describing.
1. Point of View and Description
Point of view is the way an author sees and understands the world. It’s shaped by their knowledge and beliefs. Description helps show the author’s point of view. It’s not just about how something looks; it also shows how the author feels about it. For example, if the author describes a stormy sky as "angry" and "dark," it shows that the author thinks the sky is powerful and scary, which matches the mood of the story.
2. Mood and Description
Mood is the feeling or atmosphere the author creates for the reader. It can make the reader feel happy, sad, scared, or calm. Descriptive writing helps set the mood because it uses words to create a certain feeling. For example, if a scene is described as "the soft glow of the setting sun," the mood could feel peaceful. But if a place is described as "a dark, cold alley with the sound of footsteps echoing," it might make the reader feel scared or worried.
3. Why It Matters
Descriptive writing helps readers see, feel, and understand the story better. It makes the world of the story come alive and helps readers connect with what’s happening. It also sets the mood and shows how the author feels about the events, characters, or setting.
4. Sample of Descriptive Writing:
This example is important, so make sure you understand it. A similar one will be on the Final Exam with questions.

The Quiet Forest
The forest was calm, with sunlight shining through the tall trees. The air smelled fresh, like wet earth and pine. The ground was soft under my feet, covered with leaves. I could hear animals moving in the bushes and birds singing in the trees. The trees were tall, their leaves moving gently in the wind. It was quiet and peaceful, like a secret place where everything felt still.
  Identify Sensory Details:
Question: What can you see, hear, or smell in the forest?
Answer: I can see tall trees, hear animals and birds, and smell fresh air and pine.
  Explain the Mood:
Question: What kind of mood does the forest make you feel?
Answer: The mood is calm and peaceful because of the quiet and the soft sounds.


h. Adjectives and Adverbs
Adjectives and adverbs are words that help us describe things, actions, or situations in more detail.
Adjectives
An adjective is a word that describes a noun (a person, place, thing, or idea) or a pronoun (he, she, it). It helps give us more information about the noun.
For example:
· In the sentence "It’s a long way from home," the word long is an adjective. It describes the noun way.
· Adjectives can answer these questions:
What kind? (cold, long, muddy)
Which one? (that, this, those)
How many? (two, many, three)
How much? (some, huge, meager)
Whose? (her, my, their)
Adverbs
An adverb is a word that describes or gives more information about a verb (action), an adjective (description), or another adverb.
For example:
· In the sentence "She whispered urgently," the word urgently is an adverb. It describes how she whispered (modifies the verb whispered).
· Adverbs can answer these questions:
When? (now, yesterday, before)
Where? (here, ahead, everywhere)
In what manner? (quietly, quickly, well)
To what extent? (too, very, completely)
· Many adverbs end in -ly.
Important Tip
Be careful not to use an adjective when an adverb is needed. For example:
· Incorrect: Move quick. (This should be "quickly" because it describes the verb "move.")
· Correct: Move quickly.
Practice:
1. Underline the adjective in each sentence: 

a. They did the normal thing.
b. They dashed down the sandy slopes.

2. Correct the sentences by changing the adjective to an adverb:
 a. Molly spoke soft.
Corrected: Molly spoke softly
.
b. Daisy tried to walk careful.
Corrected: Daisy tried to walk carefully.


Good Luck
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Word

Determination

Achieve

Tackling

Accomplish

Purposeful

Part of
Speech

Noun

Adjective

Definition
‘The quality of pursuing a goal
even when it is dificult

o succeed in doing
something you want to do.

o continue doing an activity
over a period of time.

Dealing with or handiing a
problem or situation.

To carry out finish, or
complete something.

Having a clear aim or goal.

Example

Barrington Iving’s determination helped
him achieve his dream of fying.

He worked hard to achieve his goal of
becoming a pilot.

He decided to pursue his dream despite
the challenges he faced.

Tackiing complex problems helped him
grow as an individual.

Barrington wanted to accomplish his
mission of inspiring young students.

His purposeful actions motivated many
to follow their dreams.
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