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10th grade study guide for (Social Studies ):

[bookmark: _30j0zll]The Neolithic Revolution
Scholars have divided prehistory into eras called the Old Stone Age, or Paleolithic Period, and the New Stone Age, or Neolithic Period. During both, people made stone tools. However, during the New Stone Age, people began to develop new skills and technologies that led to dramatic changes.
Early modern humans lived toward the end of the Paleolithic Period. They were nomads who moved around in small groups, hunting and gathering food. These people made simple tools and weapons, built fires for cooking, and used animal skins for clothing. They also developed spoken language, which helped them cooperate during the hunt. Some people also began to bury their dead. This suggests belief in a spiritual world or life after death. Cave paintings around the world depict animals and humans. Many scholars think that our ancestors believed the world was full of spirits and forces that might reside in animals, objects, or dreams. Such beliefs are known as animism.
The New Stone Age began about 12,000 years ago (or about 10,000 B.C.), when nomadic people made a great breakthrough—they learned to farm. By producing their own food, people no longer needed to roam in search of it. As a result, early farmers settled the first permanent villages. This transition from nomadic life to settled farming brought about such dramatic changes in way of life that it is often called the Neolithic Revolution. No greater change in human history took place until the Industrial Revolution of the late 1700s. These early farmers were the first to domesticate plants and animals.
Archaeologists have unearthed the remains of some early Neolithic villages, including Çatalhüyük in modern-day Turkey, and Jericho, which exists today in the West Bank. In these settled communities, people accumulated personal property. A council of male elders or elite warriors made the important decisions for all the villagers. To farm successfully, people developed new technologies, such as ways to protect their crops, calendars, and the use of animals for plowing. However, not all technologies were invented everywhere at the same time.

[bookmark: _1fob9te]

[bookmark: _3znysh7]Review Questions
· What religious beliefs did early modern humans develop during the Old 
Stone Age?




· What led to the establishment of the first permanent villages?
 
 
[bookmark: _2et92p0]
 
























Scholars have divided prehistory into two main eras. The first era is called the Old Stone Age, or Paleolithic Period. The era after that is called the New Stone Age, or Neolithic Period. During both eras, people made stone tools. But there is one difference. During the New Stone Age people began to develop new skills and technologies. These discoveries led to dramatic changes in the way of life.

[bookmark: _qh77m6qrdzau]Old Stone Age Skills and Beliefs
Early modern humans lived toward the end of the Paleolithic Period. They were nomads, or people who moved around to hunt and gather food. These people made simple tools and weapons. They built fires for cooking and used animal skins for clothing. They also developed a spoken language. Having a spoken language helped them cooperate, or work together, during the hunt. Some people also began to bury their dead. This suggests a belief in a spiritual world or a belief in life after death. Many scholars think that our ancestors practiced animism, the belief that the world is full of spirits and forces that reside in animals, objects, or dreams.
Around the world ancient paintings have been found on cave walls showing animals and humans. Many scholars believe these cave paintings are evidence of a religious ceremony ancient people held to seek help from the spirit world for the hunt.
Reading Check How did nomads get their food?



[bookmark: _z9srd5ka5l4h]Farming Begins a New Stone Age
The New Stone Age began about 12,000 years ago, when nomadic people made a great discovery. Humans learned to farm. Most historians call this time the Neolithic Revolution, a time when humans changed from hunting and gathering to a more settled way of life.









People stayed in one place.
People produced food.
People lived in villages.


People tamed animals.
People adapted crops.
People no longer roamed for food.
How Farming Changed Life


Reading Check Circle or highlight the description of the Neolithic Revolution.

[bookmark: _1rgijyd2zurb]Dramatic Change with the Neolithic Revolution
Archaeologists have unearthed the remains of some early Neolithic villages. One village is Çatalhüyük in modern-day Turkey. Another is Jericho that exists today in the West Bank. In these early settled communities, people had personal property. A council of male elders or elite warriors made the important decisions for all the villagers. To farm successfully, people in these villages developed new technologies. They developed ways to protect their crops. They invented calendars. They also started using animals to plow fields. They grew enough food to have a surplus, or more than they needed. They stored the surplus food for future use. When farming improved, the population grew. These technologies developed over a period of time. They were invented in different places at different times during the Neolithic Period.   
Reading Check Circle or highlight the new technologies early farmers developed to farm successfully. 

LESSON CHECK What led to the establishment of the first permanent villages?




                                           Civilization Begins 
The earliest civilizations developed near major rivers. Rivers provided water, transportation, and food. Floodwaters made the soil fertile. In such rich conditions, farmers produced surpluses, which allowed them to store food and feed growing populations. As populations grew, villages expanded into cities. Away from these cities, people lived in farming villages or as nomadic herders on grasslands, or steppes. 
Unlike these traditional economies, however, in the new cities some people had jobs other than farming.
The rise of cities is the main feature of civilization. In addition to this, historians distinguish other basic features of most early civilizations. They include organized governments, complex religions, job specialization, social classes, arts and architecture, public works, and writing.
In these early civilizations, central governments led by chiefs or elders coordinated large-scale projects such as farming or public works, established laws, and organized defense. Most people were polytheistic, believing in many gods. Usually, the gods were associated with natural forces such as the sun or rivers. Also, for the first time, individuals began to specialize in certain jobs. Some became artisans. In many civilizations, people’s jobs determined their social rank. Priests and nobles usually occupied the top level. Wealthy merchants and artisans were next. Below them were peasants, the majority of people who farmed the surrounding land. In many civilizations, slaves occupied the lowest social level. Art and architecture developed, reflecting the beliefs and values of the civilization. Skilled workers built large, ornate palaces and temples decorated with paintings and statues. Many civilizations also developed writing from pictographs. As writing grew more complex, only specially trained people called scribes could read and write.
Over time, early civilizations changed. Famine, drought, or other disasters sometimes led people to migrate. Migration, as well as trade and warfare, led to cultural diffusion. Trade introduced people to new goods or better methods of making them. In warfare, victorious armies forced their ways of life on conquered peoples while they incorporated aspects of the new cultures into their own. Rulers acquired more territory. This brought about the development of city-states and, later, the rise of the first empires.
Review Questions
· Why did early civilizations develop near major rivers?




· What roles did central governments have in early civilizations?






























Lesson 3 Civilization Begins
[bookmark: _js0g6y7udsqe]The First Cities and Civilizations
The earliest civilizations developed near major rivers. Rivers provided water, transportation, and food. Floodwaters made the soil fertile. In such rich conditions, farmers produced more crops than people needed. This meant farmers could store food and feed growing populations. As populations grew, villages expanded into cities. Some people lived in farming villages, away from these cities. Some people were also nomadic herders on dry grasslands, or steppes. In the new cities, however, many people had jobs other than farming or herding animals.
Reading Check How did farming contribute to the growth of cities?


[bookmark: _178kt7pfl2t]Features That Define Civilization
The rise of cities is the main feature of civilization. A civilization is an advanced stage of human society. It has well-organized governments and high levels of culture, science, and industry. In addition to this, historians identify other basic features of most early civilizations. They include complex religions, social classes, arts and architecture, and writing. 
In early civilizations, chiefs or elders led central governments. These governments coordinated large-scale projects such as farming or public works. They also established laws and organized defense. Most people were polytheistic, which means they believed in many gods. Usually, the gods were associated with natural forces such as the sun or rivers.

Economy and Society of Early Civilizations

Early civilizations moved away from traditional economies, which rely on custom.
People began to specialize in certain jobs.
Artisans, or skilled craftspeople, made pottery, carved statues, or wove cloth.



Society
Jobs determined social rank.
Priests and nobles occupied the top level of society.
Merchants and artisans followed.
Most people were peasants who farmed the land.
Slaves occupied the lowest social level.


Economy

People developed art and architecture that reflected the beliefs and values of the civilization. Skilled workers built public buildings such as large palaces and temples decorated with paintings and statues. Many civilizations also developed writing from pictographs, or simple drawings that look like the objects they represent. As writing grew more complex, only specially trained people called scribes could read and write.
Reading Check Circle or highlight the main feature of civilization.

[bookmark: _9ka4n4pv98pu]Civilizations Change
Over time, early civilizations changed. Famine, drought, or other disasters sometimes led people to migrate. Migration, as well as trade and warfare, led to cultural diffusion. Cultural diffusion is the spread of ideas, customs, skills, and technologies from one people to another. Trade introduced people to new goods or better ways of making them. In warfare, victorious armies forced their ways of life on the peoples they conquered. They also took aspects of the new cultures into their own. Rulers acquired more territory. This brought about the development of city-states. A city-state is a political unit that includes a city and its surrounding lands and villages. Later this led to the rise of the first empires. An empire is a group of states or territories controlled by one ruler.
Reading Check Circle or highlight what led to cultural diffusion.



Questions :  

Q1 : Describe the tools used by hunter-gatherer societies .

Q2 : How did farming change the lives of Neolithic people .

Q3: Describe the (Out of Africa ) theory .

Q4 : Citing evidence from the text on early hominids use of tools , what can you infer about how they obtained food ? How does that differ from how we obtain food today ? 


Q5: Which features do you think most affected the daily lives of average people ?

Q6 : What role did religion play in early civilization 

Q7 : Define the following words :

1 Pictographs :

2  Scribes : 

3 Artisans :   

Q8 : How did river valleys help civilizations prosper ?

Q9 : Describe how river valleys were ideal locations for the development of civilization ?

Q10 : How was the need for a food supply related to the development of government in the first cities ? 


Q11 : How did trade enable cultural diffusion ?  

Q12 : Why did early civilizations develop near major rivers?   
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