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Study Guide for English Exam
Barbed wire baseball
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Vocabulary
Understand the meanings of the following words and their use in sentences:

Spectators: People who watch an event 
(e.g., The spectators cheered during the soccer game).

Diverted: To change direction or focus 
(e.g., The rain diverted our picnic plans).

Descent: The act of moving downward 
(e.g., The airplane started its descent to the airport).

Desolate: Empty or lonely, with no activity 
(e.g., The desolate desert stretched for miles).

Internment: The act of keeping someone in a place, usually during a war 
(e.g., Many people were kept in internment camps during World War II).

 Reading Comprehension
Read and understand the story Barbed Wire Baseball by Marissa Moss.
Focus on key events and lessons in the story, such as:
1. Zeni’s love for baseball and his determination to bring joy to people in the internment camp.
2. The meaning of words like barren (empty or lifeless).
3. Examples of Zeni’s determination (e.g., building a baseball field despite challenges).
4. Tips:
5. Practice finding lessons or morals in stories.
6. Think about how characters solve problems and what this shows about their personality.

 Parts of Speech
To understand nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs:

Noun: A word that names a person, place, thing, or idea.
Examples: dog, school, happiness.
In the sentence "The boy ran quickly to the park":
boy and park are nouns.

Verb: A word that shows action or a state of being.
Examples: run, jump, is, were.
In the sentence "The boy ran quickly to the park":
ran is the verb because it shows action.

Adjective: A word that describes a noun. It tells what kind, how many, or which one.
Examples: blue, small, three.
In the sentence "The small cat jumped gracefully onto the chair":
small is the adjective because it describes the cat.

Adverb: A word that describes a verb, an adjective, or another adverb. It tells how, when, where, or to what extent.
Examples: quickly, gracefully, very.
In the sentence "The small cat jumped gracefully onto the chair":
gracefully is the adverb because it tells how the cat jumped.

Prefixes
Prefixes are letters added to the beginning of a word to change its meaning.

mis-: Means “wrong” or “badly.”

Example: misplace (to put something in the wrong place), mistake (to do something incorrectly).

en- or em-: Means “to cause” or “to put into.”

Example: encourage (to give courage), employ (to put someone in a job), embark (to begin something).


 Punctuation

Quotation Marks " "

Use them around what someone says.
Example: "I am happy," said Sarah.

Question Marks ?

Use at the end of a question.
Example: Where are you going?

Commas ,

Use to separate items in a list or after an introductory word.
Example: I like apples, bananas, oranges, and grapes.

Exclamation Marks !

Use to show excitement or strong emotion.
Example: Oh no! I forgot my homework.

Apostrophes ’

Use in contractions or to show possession.
Example: Where’s my book? (contraction for Where is).

Bonus Tips for Success
Practice matching words to their definitions.
Read short stories and think about their main ideas and lessons.
Review examples of nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs.
Add prefixes to common words and think about their meanings.
Write simple sentences and check your punctuation.


Good luck!
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