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[bookmark: _z3p5er15we9n]Leveled Lesson Summary
[bookmark: _6tnnjgeymfc1]Lesson 1 A Civilization Emerges in Sumer
[bookmark: _js0g6y7udsqe]Civilizations Arise in the Fertile Crescent
Around 3300 B.C., Sumer, the world’s first civilization, arose in southeastern Mesopotamia. Mesopotamia, which means “between the rivers,” lay within the Fertile Crescent. This is an area that stretches from the Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean Sea. It is shaped like an arc. 
The region’s geography affected its people. Frequent flooding forced Sumerians to work together. They built irrigation systems to protect homes and control water for irrigating farms. The region had rich soil, but it lacked natural resources. Yet, Sumerians built some of the world’s first great cities. They used bricks made from the available clay and water. Sumerians also became traders along the rivers.
Reading Check What did Sumerians build to control the frequent flooding?


[bookmark: _44x0231xwh2k]Sumerian Civilization Develops
Eventually, Sumer had a number of city-states. They often battled over control of land and water. As a result, people turned to war leaders for protection. This leadership of army leaders evolved into a hereditary monarchy of rulers. In a monarchy, one person, such as a king or queen, has complete control over a territory. A hereditary monarchy is when that person becomes the king or queen simply because they were born into the ruling family of the territory.  
Sumerian society also had a social rank, or hierarchy. This is a system of ranking groups. The groups included an upper class of rulers, priests, and officials. Next in the ranking system was a small middle class of lesser priests, scribes, merchants, and artisans. Peasant farmers made up a large lower class. Slaves made up the lowest class. Like most ancient peoples, Sumerians worshipped many gods. In ziggurats, or pyramid-like temples, priests led religious ceremonies. 
Perhaps the Sumerians’ greatest achievement was the invention of writing. The Sumerians had developed wedge-like symbols called cuneiform. It could be used to record all sorts of information in all aspects of daily life. 

Cuneiform 

Sales
Purchases
Contracts



Religion
Sumerian myths
Prayers



Business

Government
Laws
Government transactions




Reading Check Circle or highlight how hereditary monarchies developed in Sumer.

Sumer’s Legacy
Around 2500 B.C., Akkadian, Babylonian, and Assyrian armies conquered the Sumerian region. Sumerians, however, left a lasting legacy. In addition to creating a writing system, Sumerians developed basic astronomy and early mathematics. They also created a number system based on six. This number system established 60-minute hours and 360-degree circles. We still use this system today. 
The Akkadians, Babylonians, and Assyrians carried Sumerian learning across the Middle East. They adopted the cuneiform writing system for their own use. The Babylonians and Akkadians used cuneiform to record the early Sumerian oral poem, The Epic of Gilgamesh. That saved the poem for later generations to read. The poem describes a great flood that destroys the ancient world. These peoples also expanded on Sumerian learning to develop basic algebra and geometry, to create accurate calendars, and to predict eclipses. Later, the Greeks and Romans built on Sumerian knowledge and went on to influence all of Western civilization.
Reading Check  Circle or highlight how Sumerian learning influenced the Akkadians, Babylonians, and Assyrians.


LESSON CHECK  Which major contributions to learning did Sumerians make?
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