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from Blue Nines and Red Words
from Born on a Blue Day
Daniel Tammet


DIRECTIONS: Complete the following items after you have read the text.
____________________________________________________________________________
RI.8.6 Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.

(a) Determine an author’s point of view or purpose.
What do the details in paragraphs 2, 5, and 16 suggest is the author’s point of view, or main purpose, in writing the excerpt from Blue Nines and Red Words? What does he seem to want to show about himself?

    	

(b) Analyze how the author acknowledges conflicting viewpoints.
Explain how the author’s viewpoint about living with savant syndrome and accompanying synesthesia might be different from the viewpoint of those he describes in paragraph 15. Explain how his purpose might relate to those people.

    	

____________________________________________________________________________
RI.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

(a) Draw an inference from the text.
In paragraph 2 of the excerpt from Blue Nines and Red Words,the author speaks of his “almost obsessive need for order and routine” and how he deals with it. Based on details in this paragraph, what can you logically infer about how the author functions in everyday life?

    	

(b) Cite textual evidence to support your inference.
Which details in the text most strongly support the inferences you drew?
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____________________________________________________________________________
RI.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices 
on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

Analyze the impact of specific word choice on meaning, including analogies.
Cite several examples of words and phrases the author uses to help readers understand his impressions of numbers and mathematical procedures in the excerpt from Blue Nines and Red Words.Explain how the author uses analogies, or comparisons between two things, to help readers understand his experiences. Support your explanation with examples from the text.

    	


  Connections and Distinctions
DIRECTIONS: Complete the following activity as either a written response or a group discussion.
____________________________________________________________________________
RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).

Using details from the excerpt from Blue Nines and Red Words, explain the connection between ideas about the author’s condition and the different ways that numbers help him.
Use these guidelines in your writing or discussion. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sum up the author’s skill with numbers.
Explain how numbers help the author deal with other people.
Explain how numbers help the author deal with tense situations.
Explain other ways, if any, in which numbers help the author.
Cite evidence from the text to support your explanations.

TIP FOR WRITTEN RESPONSE
Check your writing to be sure that you have used numbers accurately and scientific 
or technical terms correctly.
TIP FOR DISCUSSION
Encourage others to participate by asking, for example, “What is your opinion?”
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