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from Blue Nines and Red Words  
Daniel Tammet 

DIRECTIONS: Respond to these questions. Use textual evidence to support your 

responses. 

 1. Analyze (a) In what ways might having synesthesia be useful? (b) In what ways 

might having synesthesia prove challenging? 

      

      

      

      

 2. Connect How does Tammet use numbers to understand other people’s emotions? 

      

      

      

      

 3. Compare and Contrast How is Tammet’s relaxation technique different from or 

similar to ways people commonly relax? 

      

      

      

      

 4. Interpret What does Tammet mean when he says numbers are his “first 

language”? 

      

      

      

      

 5. Infer What do the final two paragraphs of the text suggest about Tammet? 
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