*6th grade (Study Guide ) for Social Studies :
First Lesson : Responsible Citizenship 
*People belong to many communities during their lifetime . People are members of families , schools , and neighborhoods .
People also belong to their larger community as citizens . 
A citizen : is a legal resident of a city , state , or nation . 
Citizens have rights and responsibilities specific to their communities . 
A right : is a freedom protected by a country’s laws .
Citizens have rights to education , access to healthcare , and clean water . 
In some countries people can vote for the people who will lead them .
A responsibility : is a duty that citizens have to perform for their nation , state , or local community .
Citizens across the globe have important responsibilities , such as obeying the law . 
Sometimes , citizens might serve on juries or join the military 
There are many ways for citizens to take an active part in their communities . 
A country’s founding documents and laws often explain the rights and responsibilities of citizens in many countries .
Responsible Citizenship : Rights come with responsibilities . Individuals have the responsibility to use their rights respectfully and safely .
This is an important part of being a responsible citizen 
Responsible citizenship means being involved in your community by using your rights and doing your duties.
Responsible citizenship can look different in different places . 
Some rights have corresponding legal responsibilities , such as voting and serving on a jury .
By fulfilling these responsibilities , citizens actively participate in their communities and help maintain a safe and fair society .
Citizens of all ages have roles to play . Children and youth have the right to participate in their communities .
The United Arab Emirates prioritizes helping young people take part in civic and community life . 
One way they do this through the Parliament for Emirati Children , where youth can talk to government leaders about important issues . 
This allows government councils to hear youth voices when making decisions .
*The United Arab Emirates provides other ways for children to get involved , such as youth council and circles .
In these , young people discuss social , economic , environmental topics with leaders .  
These efforts show the government’s commitment to include youth in decision –making . This helps young people become become responsible citizens of their communities .
Voting : a right and a Responsibility .
In many nations , citizens have a voice in who leads them in some government roles .These citizens have the right to vote 
Vote : means choosing between two or more options in an election or a decision-making process . 
Voting is both a right and a responsibility .Voters , or people who vote , need to learn about the candidates and choose who they think will best serve the people .
The first election was in 2006 . More people voted in each of the next three elections .The number of women voters and women elected to the FNC also increased . In 2023 , the United Arab Emirates became the first country to hold a fully digital election .  
*Paying Taxes :a responsibility that supports rights .
Taxes : are the money a government collects to pay for services and support the community . 
*What does the government use tax money for ? 
1 for infrastructure , such as roads , bridges , and public transportation . 
2 taxes help fund some schools and hospitals . 
3 Some governments use tax money for military . 
4 taxes can also help pay for social welfare programs for citizens in need . 
In many countries , a portion of people’s earnings from their jobs is used to pay taxes . This is known income tax . Other countries , such as the United Arab Emirates , do not have income tax . Instead, the government collects revenue through a sales tax on goods and services .
In some countries , all citizens of a certain age serve in the armed forces or other national agencies . 
In other countries , citizens can choose to join . Either way , people serve for a length of time based on the branch and their assigned job . It is an honor to serve your country this way .
What is a jury ?is a group of citizens who listen to evidence in a court case and make a decision based on that evidence .
What is a court case ? Is a legal process where two sides precent their arguments and evidence to settle a legal argument or determine guilt .
* What does evidence include ? 
1 Witness testimony     2 documents   3 physical objects
* Judges play an important role in court cases . They ensure fairness , explain the law to jurors , and oversee the process , thus ensuring justice . Some countries , such as the United States , the United Kingdom , and Canada , give citizens the right to a trial by a jury . Judge guide jurors through the legal aspects . Jurors work together to decide if someone is guilty or innocent .
Responsible Citizenship: Youth in Action .Youth can take part in community events such as town hall meetings , neighborhood clean-ups , or volunteer events at local organizations .
This helps their community : by joining these groups they can raise money . Clubs and organizations at school provide opportunities for youth to develop leadership skills , collaborate with others , and make positive contributions to their school community .

Second Lesson : Founding Ideals  
Two types of founding documents are constitutions and codes : 
A constitution is a set of basic principles and laws that explains how a country is run . 
It acts as a rulebook that determines the powers and duties of the government and guarantees certain rights to the people in the country .
Leaders might use it to create the government and introduce laws . It might also explain the powers and duties of the government and rights of citizens.
A code is an organized statement of a body of law . A code arranges and explains the laws in a clear and orderly way 
Constitutions and codes connect to a country’s founding ideals , the standards of perfection that a country always tries to achieve . They are like goals for how the country and its people should act and treat others .
Ideals often have to do relationship between the person or people governing and the people being governed . In some countries it is the relationship between the ruler and the people being ruled .
Most constitutions can be changed . However , that is harder than creating a new law .
Ancient Babylon sets the standard : one of the earliest and most complete sets of legal rules is the Code of Hammurabi . King Hammuarbi ruled Babylon from 1792 BCE to 1750 BCE . You learned about him and his code when studying ancient quests . His code had 282 rules .Someone carved them into a massive stone pillar called a stele
People sometimes call the code of Hammurabi the oldest set of written laws . However , two ancient codes from the Middle East came before it : the code of Ur-Nammu  and the Sumerian Code of Lipt –
*What are the code of Hammurabi ? 
1-Set standards for buying and selling goods .
2- created fines and punishment for breaking laws .
3-laid out different treatment for different groups in Babylon , such as the wealthy , people who were once enslaved but are now free, and those who were still enslaved . 
4-set a minimum wage , or pay , for workers . 
5- included one of the earliest examples of the idea that a person is innocent until proven guilty followed by most countries today . 
1. What is Aristocracy?
Definition: Aristocracy means a form of government where a small group of elite, wealthy, and often noble individuals hold power. They are considered the "best" because of their birth or social standing.
In Athens: Athens did not have an aristocracy in the way we might think of it today. However, before the introduction of democracy, a few powerful families in Athens made decisions for the city-state.
2. What is Direct Democracy?
Definition: Direct democracy is a system of government where all citizens participate in making decisions directly, rather than electing representatives to make decisions for them.
In Athens: Athens is famous for developing one of the earliest forms of direct democracy, where male citizens could vote on laws and other important decisions directly in the Assembly.
Important Note: Not everyone in Athens could vote. Only male citizens, who were free and born in Athens, had the right to participate. Women, slaves, and foreigners were excluded.
3. Did Athens Have a Democracy?
Opinion: Even though only a limited group of people (male citizens) could vote, Athens is still considered one of the first examples of democracy. This is because they practiced direct democracy, where citizens participated in decision-making rather than leaving it to a king or an aristocratic group.
Limitations: The fact that only free, male citizens had the right to vote means that many people were excluded from the democratic process. In a modern sense, we could argue that Athens' democracy was incomplete or limited.
4. Why Did the Romans Follow Athenian Ideas?
Roman Influence: The ancient Romans were inspired by Athens' democratic ideas, especially the concept of law-making and public participation in government. They took some of these concepts, like public assemblies and the idea of citizen rights, and adapted them to fit Roman society.
Roman Law: The Roman Republic used certain democratic practices and principles but combined them with a system of elected officials.
5. Why Was the Justinian Code Divided into Chapters?
The Justinian Code: The Justinian Code, created by Emperor Justinian of the Byzantine Empire, was a collection of laws meant to organize and clarify Roman legal traditions. It was divided into chapters to make it easier to reference and understand.
Reason for the Breakup: Breaking the code into chapters helped ensure that specific legal areas, like criminal law or property law, could be looked at independently, which made it easier for judges and citizens to find relevant laws when needed.
6. How Did the Justinian Code Change the Way Societies Made Laws?
Systematic Laws: The Justinian Code systematized laws, which meant that legal rules were organized, written down, and accessible to everyone. This was different from earlier systems where laws were often unclear or made up as needed.
Influence on Future Societies: The Justinian Code served as a foundation for legal systems in many later European nations, influencing the development of modern law codes.
7. Why is the Magna Carta Important?
Magna Carta Overview: The Magna Carta, signed in 1215, was a document that limited the power of the King of England and protected certain rights of the people.
Importance: It is considered one of the first steps toward the idea of constitutional law, where rulers are not above the law and individual rights are protected. It influenced later documents, including the U.S. Constitution.
8. What Are Two Changes Introduced by the Magna Carta?
Limitation on the King’s Power: The Magna Carta restricted the king's ability to tax without consent from his nobles. This meant that the king could no longer make decisions on his own without involving others.

Due Process: It introduced the idea that no one, not even the king, could take away someone’s life, liberty, or property without following the law. This began the concept of "due process," meaning that legal procedures must be fair.

9. What Principle from the Magna Carta Protects Individual Rights?
Key Principle: The Magna Carta established the principle that everyone, including the king, is subject to the law. This idea is central to protecting individual rights because it ensures that people cannot be punished or treated unfairly by those in power.
Important Right: The right to a fair trial, which means that no one can be imprisoned or punished without a fair legal process.
10. Why Did the U.S. Constitution Use the Phrase "We the People"?
Meaning of "We the People": This phrase emphasizes that the power of the government comes from the people, not from a king or a small group of elites. It highlights the idea of democracy, where citizens have a role in making decisions about their government.
Purpose: The founders of the United States wanted to show that the authority to govern was given by the citizens of the country, marking a shift from monarchies and aristocracies to a government based on the consent of the governed.
Summary
Aristocracy: A small group of elite individuals holds power.
Direct Democracy: Citizens directly participate in government decisions.
Athens' Democracy: Limited to male citizens but still considered an early form of democracy.
Roman Influence: Romans took some democratic ideas from Athens, adapted them to Roman culture.
Justinian Code: Organized laws into chapters for clarity and ease of use.
Magna Carta: Limited the king's power, introduced due process, and laid the groundwork for constitutional rights.
"We the People": A phrase emphasizing that government power comes from the citizens, reflecting democratic principles. 

Lesson three : Citizens and the world :
The main purpose of a government is to keep citizens safe and help them get the things they need .In exchange , citizens are expected to fulfill certain responsibilities .
What are some other ways that citizens can help their communities thrive , or grow strong and be successful ?Citizens can volunteer , raise awareness , donate , and set their influence to make a difference . 
These actions look different in different countries .The actions you will read about took place , or can take place , in the U.S.A .
What are some ways you can volunteer in your community ?
1- Volunteer for local green initiatives , or projects , is a great way to help your community . 
2- Planting trees or working in a community garden .
Government influence : individuals or organizations can come together to help shape state laws it looks something like this . 
Citizens call or write letters to government officials about issues or concerns .
If enough citizens raise the issue , elected officials could start the process of drafting a bill . 
They meet with officials to give them more information about the issue .
They can contact local media and news outlets to raise awareness . Officials and their staff pay attention to these sites . They want to know what issues matter to their citizens .
Some might talk at a hearing before officials mark up , or revise , the bill .
They can make calls to encourage government officials to vote a certain way .
If the bill passes in the legislature , it goes to the governor . If the governor supports the bill , it is signed and becomes a law . 
Citizens use their influence and exercise their right to be involved .
Another way people can influence the government is by campaigning for a candidate .This means that they organize and attend events to promote a certain candidate running for office . This role might include making calls ,writing letters , and contacting the media on behalf of someone running for office .
What is something that surprised you about the way people might influence their government in the United States ?Why did it surprise you ?
I was surprised to learn that a way to influence government officials is through the local media . I did not think that an official’s staff would look at local media , but it makes sense that they would . They probably look at social media , too .
Questions :
Q1 : Write the definition of the following words : 

1 Vote 
2 Jury 
3 Court Case 


Q2 : What rights and responsibilities do you have in your country ?
Q3 : What do governments use taxes money for ?   
Q4 : What is responsible citizenship ?
Q5: Write the definition of the following words : 
1 Citizen .
2 Right .
3 Responsibility .
Q6 : What are the rights of citizens ?
Q7 : How have historic sets laws been influential ?

Q8: What do the following words mean ? 

1 Constitution :

2 Code :

3 Stele : 

Q9 : In your opinion , which principle from the Magna Carta does the most to protect the individual rights of people ? 
Q10 : Which way of contributing to a thriving community do you think is the most effective and why ?

Q11 : Match the category on the left with a corresponding action on the right .

1 Government influence                             Stop buying a product from a
                                                                             Dishonest company .

2 Economic influence                                   Give your time , talent , and money 
                                                                                         To a worthy cause .


3  Raising awareness                                       Write and call your representatives 



4 Volunteering                                                   Post about an issue that matters	                                                      to you .     

Q12 : How do symbols help raise awareness ? What do they stand for ?

Q13 : How can citizens help their communities thrive ? 

Q14 : Write the definition of the following words ?

1 Consumers :

2 Petition :

3 Boycott : 

Q15 : How can people use media to help make positive changes in their communities ?









    













