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7th Grade Study Guide: Trade and Geography 

1. What is Trade?
· Definition: Trade is the exchange of goods and services between people, businesses, or countries. It can happen locally or internationally and is an important part of any economy.
2. What Do Economic Geographers Study?
· Economic Geographers study how resources, industries, trade, and human activities are distributed across the world. They examine the relationship between the economy and the physical geography of a region.
3. What is Globalization?
· Definition: Globalization refers to the process by which businesses, cultures, and societies become interconnected through the exchange of goods, ideas, services, and information across the globe.
· How has Globalization Helped in Trade?: Globalization has made it easier to trade internationally by improving transportation, communication, and reducing trade barriers like tariffs.
4. What Are the Benefits of Globalization?
· Increases the availability of goods and services.
· Promotes economic growth and development.
· Encourages cultural exchange and understanding.
· Allows businesses to access a larger market for their products. 




5. What Does Free Trade Mean?
· Definition: Free trade is the practice of trading goods and services between countries without restrictions like tariffs, quotas, or subsidies.
6. What is Geographic Specialization?
· Definition: Geographic specialization occurs when a region or country focuses on producing a specific good or service that they can produce more efficiently than other regions.
7. Factors that Contribute to Companies Outsourcing to China:
· Labor Cost: Lower labor costs in China make it cheaper to produce goods.
· Availability of Skilled Workers: China has a large, skilled workforce.
· Access to Global Markets: China's location makes it a central hub for international trade.
· Infrastructure: China has a strong infrastructure for manufacturing and shipping goods globally.
8. How is Transportation a Network?
· Definition: Transportation is a network of systems (roads, railways, air, sea) that connect different regions and allow goods, services, and people to move from one place to another. It supports trade by making it easier to transport goods globally.
9. What are Trade Agreements?
· Definition: Trade agreements are deals between countries that allow them to exchange goods and services with fewer restrictions, such as tariffs and   


· quotas. These agreements promote trade and economic cooperation.
10. What are Tariffs?
· Definition: Tariffs are taxes placed on imported goods, usually by governments, to protect local businesses or raise revenue. They can make imported goods more expensive.
11. How Do Trade Routes Bring Cultural Change?
· Trade routes not only exchange goods but also ideas, technologies, religions, and cultural practices between societies, leading to cultural diffusion and change.
12. What Was the Silk Road?
· Definition: The Silk Road was an ancient network of trade routes connecting China with Europe, Central Asia, and parts of the Middle East. It allowed for the exchange of goods and culture.
· What Was Traded on the Silk Road?: Goods such as silk, spices, tea, and precious metals were traded. Ideas, art, and inventions also spread along these routes.
· How Was Traveling Along the Silk Road?: Traveling was difficult and dangerous, often requiring long journeys over deserts and mountains. The journey could take several months or years.
· What Does Caravan Mean?: A caravan is a group of people traveling together, often with pack animals, for safety and trade along trade routes like the Silk Road.
· What Are Innkeepers?: Innkeepers were individuals who provided lodging, food, and rest for travelers along trade routes, facilitating trade and cultural exchange.  


13. What Was the Trans-Saharan Trade and Why Was It Important?
· Definition: The Trans-Saharan trade was the trade route across the Sahara Desert, connecting North Africa to Sub-Saharan Africa. It was important for the exchange of gold, salt, and other valuable resources.
14. What Was the Maritime Silk Road and Why Was It Important?
· Definition: The Maritime Silk Road was the sea-based trade route that connected China to Southeast Asia, India, the Arabian Peninsula, and East Africa. It was important for trading goods like silk, spices, and porcelain and helped spread ideas and technologies across the oceans.
15. How Did Trade Affect Cultural Practices?
· Trade introduced new cultural practices, religions, foods, clothing, and ideas to different regions, leading to cultural exchanges and blending of customs.
16. How Did Trade Lead to the Spread of Cultures and Ideas?
· The exchange of goods on trade routes often carried with them ideas, art, religions, and technologies, which influenced societies and led to cultural diffusion.
17. Examples of Primary Sources That Help Us Learn About the Middle Ages:
· Personal Writings: Diaries, letters, and travel journals (e.g., those written by Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta).
· Chronology: The sequence of historical events over time.  


· Travel Narratives: Accounts of travels to different places that provide insight into the societies and cultures at the time.
18. What is Chronology?
· Definition: Chronology is the study of time and the order of events, often used to understand history and how events are connected.
19. What are Travel Narratives?
· Definition: Travel narratives are stories or accounts written by travelers that describe the places they visited, the people they met, and the experiences they had.
20. Who Was Marco Polo and What Places Did He Visit?
· Marco Polo was a Venetian explorer who traveled extensively throughout Asia, including China, and brought back detailed accounts of his journeys.
21. Who Was Muhammad Ibn Battuta?
· Muhammad Ibn Battuta was a Moroccan traveler who visited much of the Islamic world, Africa, Europe, and Asia, documenting his travels in a book that provides valuable historical insights.
22. What Did Ibn Battuta Write About His Travels to Makkah?
· Ibn Battuta wrote about his religious pilgrimage to Makkah, the people he met, and the places he visited along the way. His writings provide valuable insights into Islamic practices during the 14th century.   




23. How Do Travel Narratives Describe Society?
· Travel narratives provide descriptions of the customs, social structures, and lifestyles of the people the travelers encountered. They often reflect the perspective of the traveler but also offer a window into the broader society.
24. How Do Travel Narratives Document History?
· Travel narratives document historical events, places, and cultures, helping historians understand the social and political climates of the time.
25. How is Poetry Considered a Primary Source?
· Poetry is considered a primary source because it provides insight into the emotions, thoughts, and beliefs of the writer. It often reflects the culture and historical period in which it was written.
· Example: "The Divine Comedy" by Dante Alighieri, written in the Middle Ages, offers a poetic view of medieval society and beliefs.

Study Questions
1. What is the definition of trade, and why is it important in an economy?
2. How do economic geographers contribute to our understanding of the world?
3. What are the key benefits of globalization?
4. What does the term "free trade" mean?
5. Explain the concept of geographic specialization.
6. List some factors that contribute to outsourcing jobs to China. 



7.How is transportation important for global trade?
8.  What are trade agreements, and how do they promote   international exchange?
9.   Define tariffs and explain their purpose.
10.How did the Silk Road facilitate cultural exchange?
11.What goods were traded along the Silk Road, and why was this trade significant?
12.What was the importance of the Trans-Saharan trade route?
13.Explain the significance of the Maritime Silk Road.
14.How did trade affect cultural practices in the Middle Ages?
15.Who was Marco Polo, and what did his travels reveal about the world?
16.Who was Ibn Battuta, and what was his contribution to historical travel narratives?
17.How do travel narratives help historians understand society and history?
18.How does poetry act as a primary source?
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