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5th Grade Study Guide: Citizenship, Rights, and Government

Definitions:
1. Citizen: A citizen is a person who is a member of a country and has certain rights and duties in that country. Citizens can vote, follow laws, and participate in government.
2. Responsibility: Responsibility means a duty or something you are expected to do. For example, students have the responsibility to do their homework or to respect others.
3. Citizenship: Citizenship means being a member of a country, with certain rights and responsibilities. When you are a citizen, you can vote, follow the laws, and help your country in many ways.
4. Right: A right is something you are allowed to do. For example, you have the right to speak your mind or to get an education.

Basic Rights in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948):
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, written by the United Nations, lists rights that every person should have. Some basic rights are:
· The right to life, liberty, and security. (Everyone should be safe.)
· The right to education. (Everyone should be able to go to school.) 



· The right to a fair trial. (If you're accused of something, you should get a fair chance to explain yourself.)
· The right to speak freely. (Everyone has the right to express their opinions.)
· The right to equality before the law. (Everyone is equal under the law, no matter who they are.)

Examples of Citizens' Responsibilities:
1. Obeying the laws (Following the rules of your country or community).
2. Paying taxes (Giving money to the government to help pay for things like schools and roads).
3. Voting (Choosing leaders in an election).
4. Respecting others' rights (Treating others with fairness and kindness).
5. Serving on a jury (Helping decide if someone broke the law in court).

Policy:
A policy is a set of rules or guidelines that a group, like a school or government, makes to help make decisions or keep things organized.

Volunteering:
Volunteering means doing something helpful for others without getting paid for it.
Examples of Volunteering:
· Helping clean up a park.
· Helping an elderly person with shopping. 


· Donating clothes to people in need.

Public Services:
Public services are services that the government provides to help people in a community.
Examples of Public Services:
· Firefighters.
· Police officers.
· Public schools.
· Hospitals.

Examples of Rules in Schools and Homes:
1. School rules:
· No bullying.
· Raise your hand to speak.
· Follow the teacher’s instructions.
2. Home rules:
· Do your chores.
· Be respectful to family members.
· Go to bed at a certain time.

Examples of Laws in Society:
1. Traffic laws: You must stop at a red light.
2. Anti-bullying laws: It’s illegal to bully someone.
3. Drinking laws: People under a certain age cannot drink alcohol.
4. Laws against stealing: It's against the law to steal other people's things. 



What happens if you break the law? If you break the law, you might get punished. This can mean a fine (you have to pay money), or even go to jail if it is a very serious law.

Civil Law vs. Criminal Law:
· Civil law deals with disagreements between people, such as when someone breaks a contract or hurts another person. It's about solving problems.
· Criminal law deals with crimes, like stealing, hurting someone, or breaking other important laws. People who break these laws can go to jail.

Why Do We Need Laws?
Laws help keep order in society. Without laws, people would not know what is right or wrong. Laws protect people's rights and help make sure everyone is treated fairly.

Legislature and Amend:
· Legislature: This is the group of people (like Congress) who make the laws for a country or state.
· Amend: To amend means to change or add something, like changing a law.

The Court System:
The court system helps make sure everyone understands and follows the laws. Courts decide if someone has broken a law and what should happen.




Government:
A government is in charge of leading and protecting the people in a country. Governments make rules, collect taxes, and provide services like schools and hospitals.
· In democracies, citizens make the rules by voting for leaders.
· In absolute monarchies, kings and queens are in charge.
· In a dictatorship, one person has total control.

What is a Constitution?
A constitution is a set of rules or laws that explains how a government works and how it treats its people. It is the most important law in a country.

Questions to Test Your Understanding:
1. What does it mean to be a citizen?
2. What are some of your responsibilities as a citizen?
3. Why is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights important?
4. What is the difference between civil law and criminal law?
5. Why do we need laws in society?
6. What is volunteering, and can you give an example of a volunteer activity?
7. What does the government do for its citizens?
8. What is the difference between a democracy and an absolute monarchy?
9. What does a constitution do for a country?
10. Why are public services important?
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