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6th Grade Study Guide on Citizenship, Rights, and Responsibilities

1. What is a Citizen?
A citizen is someone who is a member of a country or community. Citizens have rights and responsibilities that help them participate in their community and country.

2. Rights and Responsibilities
· Rights are freedoms or privileges that are guaranteed to citizens, like the right to speak freely or practice a religion.
· Example: The right to vote, to a fair trial, and to express your opinion.
· Responsibilities are the duties citizens have to help their community and country run smoothly.
· Example: Obeying the laws, paying taxes, voting, and volunteering.

3. Example of Your Responsibility in the Community
A responsibility in the community could be keeping the area clean by picking up trash, following laws, or helping neighbors in need.

4. What Does Responsible Citizenship Mean?
Responsible citizenship means actively participating in the community or country in a positive way. It includes voting, following laws, helping others, and staying informed about what’s happening around you. 


5. What Does Voting Mean?
Voting is the process of making a choice for a leader or law. Voting allows citizens to have a say in who governs and how the country is run.

6. Voting: A Right and a Responsibility
Voting is both a right because you have the choice to vote, and a responsibility because it is important for citizens to participate in elections and shape their country's future.

7. What Do Taxes Mean?
Taxes are money that citizens pay to the government to help fund services. Taxes pay for infrastructure such as roads, bridges, and public transportation.

8. How Does the Government Use Tax Money?
The government uses tax money to pay for things like:
· Building and maintaining roads, bridges, and airports.
· Funding public schools and healthcare.
· Providing police, fire services, and military protection.

9. What is Income Tax?
Income tax is money taken from your salary or income by the government. This money is used for public services and programs.
  




10. How Do Citizens Serve in the Army?
Citizens serve in the army by volunteering to join the military or being called to serve during times of war. The military helps protect the country.

11. What Does Jury or Court Case Mean?
A jury is a group of citizens who listen to the details of a court case and decide if someone is guilty or innocent. It is an important duty for citizens to serve on juries to ensure justice is served.

12. What is the Youth Job in the Community?
Youth can help their community by volunteering, participating in community events, and helping with local charities.

13. What Does Constitution, Code, and Ideals Mean?
· A Constitution is a set of rules and laws that guide a country or government.
· A Code is a system of laws, like the Code of Hammurabi.
· Ideals are the beliefs or values that guide a society or country.

14. What is the Code of Hammurabi?
The Code of Hammurabi was one of the first written sets of laws in ancient Mesopotamia. It helped to organize and standardize laws across the region.  




Important Rules in the Code of Hammurabi:
· "An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth" – this means the punishment should match the crime.
· Laws about protecting property and people.

15. What Does Aristocracy and Direct Democracy Mean?
· Aristocracy is a government where a small group of wealthy and powerful people rule.
· Direct democracy is when citizens vote directly on laws and decisions instead of electing representatives.

16. Did Athens Have a Democracy?
In Ancient Athens, only free men born in Athens could vote, which means many people were excluded. Although Athens had some democratic elements, it was not a full democracy because it did not allow everyone to vote.

17. The Justinian Code in Simple Words
The Justinian Code was a set of laws created by the Roman emperor Justinian that organized and simplified laws to make them easier to understand.

18. What Does Principle Mean?
A principle is a basic rule or belief that guides behavior or decisions.
   




19. What is the Magna Carta?
The Magna Carta was a document signed in 1215 that limited the power of the king in England and gave people more rights, such as the right to a fair trial.

20. Philosophers' Influence on Democracy
· John Locke and Baron de Montesquieu influenced democratic principles by promoting ideas like the separation of powers and natural rights for all people.

21. Key Principles in the Napoleonic Code
The Napoleonic Code was a set of laws that emphasized equality and fairness for all citizens, like ensuring everyone is treated equally under the law.

22. What is the Articles of Confederation?
The Articles of Confederation was the first constitution of the United States. It created a weak central government and was later replaced by the U.S. Constitution.

23. What is the Preamble?
The Preamble is the introduction to a constitution that explains the reasons behind the document. In the U.S. Constitution, it starts with "We the People."

24. How Can Citizens Help Their Community?
Citizens can help their community by:
· Volunteering at local organizations.
· Participating in community clean-ups. 


· Joining local groups to solve problems.
· Helping neighbors in need.

25. Historic and Modern Ways Citizens Work to Improve Their Communities
In the past, people might have gathered to protest or petition for change. Today, people still protest and petition, but they can also use social media to raise awareness, vote, or work together to create new laws.

26. How Can Individuals and Citizens Shape State Laws?
Citizens can shape state laws by:
· Voting in elections.
· Signing petitions.
· Participating in public meetings or rallies.

27. What Does Consumer, Petition, and Boycott Mean?
· A consumer is someone who buys goods or services.
· A petition is a written request to the government or an organization asking for change.
· A boycott is when people refuse to buy products or use services to protest something.

28. How Can Citizens Raise Awareness?
Citizens can raise awareness by:
· Sharing information on social media.
· Organizing protests or rallies.
· Writing to their elected officials.
· Creating or signing petitions.  



29. What is Volunteering and How Can We Volunteer?
Volunteering is when you work for free to help others. We can volunteer by helping at a food bank, cleaning parks, or tutoring others in need.

30. How Can We Respect the Right of Workers?
Respect workers' rights by:
· Treating them fairly and with kindness.
· Supporting fair wages and working conditions.
· Following labor laws.

31. How Can You Help Your Community Thrive?
You can help your community thrive by:
· Volunteering time or resources.
· Supporting local businesses.
· Helping make your community a safer and healthier place to live.

Study Questions
1. What is the difference between rights and responsibilities?
2. How can voting be both a right and a responsibility?
3. Why are taxes important for the government?
4. What is the Code of Hammurabi, and why is it important?
5. How did the Magna Carta influence government in the United States?   




6. What is the difference between an aristocracy and a direct democracy?
7. What is the Justinian Code, and how did it help people?
8. How can you volunteer to help your community?
9. What is a petition, and how can it help citizens make change?
10. How can you show respect for workers in your community?
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