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Project
📜 7th Grade Social Studies Project: Journey Through the Middle Ages
Project Title: Exploring the World with a Medieval Traveler
Objective:
Research a famous traveler from the Middle Ages who explored and wrote about the places they visited. Learn about the lands, people, and cultures they encountered, and find one primary source—a real piece of writing they left behind.

✅ What You Need to Do:
1. Choose a Traveler: Pick one of these famous travelers from the Middle Ages:
· Ibn Battuta – traveled across Africa, the Middle East, and Asia.
· Marco Polo – explored Asia and spent time in China.
· Zheng He – led voyages from China to parts of Africa and the Middle East.
· Benjamin of Tudela – a Jewish traveler who wrote about Jewish communities in Europe and the Middle East.
2. Research Their Life and Travels: Use at least 2 sources to learn about:
· When and where they were born.
· Why they traveled.
· Which places they visited.
· What they wrote about their journeys.
· What makes their travels important in history.  






3. Find a Primary Source: A primary source is a real piece of writing from the person you’re studying. It could be:
· A journal entry
· A letter
· A section of a book they wrote or dictated
Example:
For Ibn Battuta, you could use a section from The Rihla, his travel account. One translated excerpt describes his time in Mali and the customs of the people there.
4. Take Notes: While researching, take notes on:
· The name of the source (book title, website, article, etc.)
· Who wrote it
· When it was written or published
· Interesting facts or quotes from the traveler
5. Present Your Work: Create a short report or presentation (poster, slides, or a written report) that includes:
· A summary of the traveler’s life and journey
· Maps or drawings of the places they visited
· The primary source excerpt and your explanation of what it shows
· A list of the sources you used















📝 Tips for Finding Sources:
· Try websites like:
· https://www.britannica.com/
· https://www.worldhistory.org/
· Your school library’s digital resources
· For primary sources, look for phrases like “excerpts from The Travels of Marco Polo” or “translated passages from The Rihla.”

📌 What You’ll Be Graded On (Total: 40 Marks):
· Research and accuracy (10 marks)
· Use of a primary source (10 marks)
· Note-taking and sources cited (5 marks)
· Creativity and presentation (10 marks)
· Spelling, grammar, and organization (5 marks)
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