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5th Grade English Study Guide :

 Summary:
From Love, Amalia is about a young girl named Amalia who is dealing with big changes in her life. When her grandmother, Abuelita, passes away, Amalia feels lost and sad. Through remembering the special times she shared with Abuelita—and through writing letters—Amalia learns how to heal and grow stronger.

Themes:
· Family and Tradition – The book shows how family traditions can bring comfort.
· Grief and Healing – Amalia learns to cope with her loss in a healthy way.
· Cultural Heritage – The story celebrates Latinx culture and the importance of heritage.
· Love and Memory – Love can continue through memories and storytelling .


1. Who is Amalia, and what is her relationship with her grandmother like?
Answer: Amalia is a young girl of Cuban American heritage. She is very close to her grandmother, Abuelita, who is a strong influence in her life. Abuelita teaches Amalia about their Cuban traditions, supports her through difficult times, and shares wisdom through stories and love.




2. What event changes Amalia's life significantly in the story?
Answer: The death of Amalia's Abuelita deeply affects her. She experiences grief and sadness, and the story follows her journey of healing and understanding how to cope with such a loss.
3. How does Amalia use writing to help her process her emotions?
Answer: Amalia writes letters to her Abuelita after she dies. These letters help her express her feelings and hold on to the connection they shared. Writing becomes a form of therapy and a way to remember the love and lessons her grandmother gave her.

4. What role does Amalia’s cultural background play in the story?
Answer: Amalia's Cuban heritage is central to the story. It influences the food, language, traditions, and values she shares with her family. Her cultural background also shapes the way her family grieves and remembers loved ones.

5. What lesson does Amalia learn by the end of the book?
Answer: Amalia learns that although people may die, their love and influence live on through memories, traditions, and the values they instilled. She also discovers the power of family, heritage, and self-expression.






6. How does Amalia’s relationship with her parents and friends change after Abuelita’s death?
Answer: Initially, Amalia feels isolated in her grief, but over time, she opens up to her parents and friends. Her relationships grow stronger as she allows them to support her, and she begins to understand that others are grieving too.

7. Why is the title Love, Amalia meaningful?
Answer: The title reflects the way Amalia signs her letters to her grandmother. It emphasizes the central theme of love—both given and received—and how writing becomes a bridge between Amalia and her memories of Abuelita.

How to Write an Introduction:
Step 1: Write a Hook
· A hook grabs the reader's attention. Examples: 
· Ask a question: “Have you ever wondered what it’s like to live on Mars?”
· State a surprising fact: “Did you know the largest animal on Earth is a blue whale?”
· Make an exciting statement: “Imagine traveling to the future!”
Step 2: Introduce the Topic
· The topic introduction tells what your article or story is about. Keep it clear and simple. 



· Example: “Space exploration is all about discovering new places beyond Earth.”
Step 3: Write the Thesis Statement
· The thesis statement explains what you will talk about in the article.
· Example: “In this article, we will learn about the history of space exploration and the amazing discoveries made in outer space.”

Academic Vocabulary:
· Context Clues: Surrounding words and phrases can help you determine the meaning of unfamiliar words.
1. Expert: A person who is very good at something.  
   Example: "My mom is an expert at baking cookies because 
she has been doing it for many years."
2. Focus: To pay close attention to something.
· Example: "If you focus on your homework, you will finish it faster."
3. Visible: Can be seen.
· Example: "The stars are visible in the sky at night." 

4. Detect: To notice something, especially something hard to see or understand.
· Example: "The detective was able to detect the footprints in the sand."






Grammar:
Regular Verbs:
· Regular verbs follow a simple rule: Add -ed to the base form to make the past tense.
Examples:
· Walk → Walked
· Play → Played
· Cook → Cooked
Irregular Verbs:
· Irregular verbs do not follow the simple rule. You need to memorize their past tense forms. Examples:
· Go → Went
· Eat → Ate
· See → Saw

Practice Questions:
1. Choose the correct past tense form of the verb:
· a) I ______ to the store yesterday. (go)
· A) Goed
· B) Went
· C) Goned
· Answer: B) Went
· b) She ______ the homework last night. (do)
· A) Did    
· B) Done
· C) Does
· Answer: A) Did
2. Fill in the blanks with the correct past tense form:
· a) I ______ (eat) a sandwich for lunch. 



· Answer: ate
· b) We ______ (run) in the race last weekend.
· Answer: ran
· c) He ______ (buy) a new bicycle.
· Answer: bought
3. Identify if the verb is regular or irregular:
· a) Jump → ____________ (Regular)
· b) Take → ____________ (Irregular)
· c) Talk → ____________ (Regular)
· d) Go → ____________ (Irregular)

Words with Latin Roots:
Understanding roots helps you figure out unfamiliar words.
1. Root: port (carry)
· Examples: 
· Transport
· Import
2. Root: dict (say)
· Examples:
· Dictionary
· Dictate
3. Root: ject (throw)
· Examples:
· Ejected  
· Rejection
4. Root: terr (land)
· Examples:
· Terrain 


· Territory

Adverbs:
· Definition: Adverbs describe or give more information about a verb, an adjective, or another adverb. They answer questions like how, when, where, and to what extent.
· Example: "She sings beautifully" (describes how she sings).

Review Tips:
· Regular verbs follow the rule (add -ed), while irregular verbs do not follow a rule and must be memorized.  
· Understanding context clues helps define unknown words.
· Focus on understanding the core themes and character growth in realistic fiction stories like Hatchet and Love, Amalia. 

Vocabulary Words:
1. Enthusiasm
· Meaning: A strong excitement or passion for something.  
· Example: Amalia’s enthusiasm for learning shines through in her relationship with her family and friends. 






2. Shattered
· Meaning: To break into pieces or to be deeply emotionally affected by something, especially in a negative way.
· Example: Amalia felt shattered after the argument with her best friend.
3. Reassuring
· Meaning: Providing comfort or confidence in a situation, easing someone’s fears or doubts.
· Example: Her mother’s reassuring words helped her feel better after the difficult day.
4. Encompass
· Meaning: To include or surround something completely.
· Example: The story encompasses themes of love, loss, and personal growth. 


5. Inseparable
· Meaning: Two or more people who are so closely connected that they cannot be separated.
· Example: Amalia and her best friend were inseparable, spending all their time together.

Story Overview:
· Setting:
The story takes place in a Latino/a community, likely in a  




  home or neighborhood where family traditions and relationships are important.
· Characters:
· Amalia: The main character, who is learning about love, family, and herself.
· Martha: A character who might offer advice or have a different point of view. She could be a friend or family member.
· Abuelita (Grandmother): The older family member who represents tradition and family values. She teaches Amalia important life lessons.
· Plot:
· Beginning: Amalia’s life and relationships with Martha and Abuelita are introduced.
· Middle: Amalia faces a problem or conflict related to love, family, or tradition.
· End: Amalia learns something important about herself, love, and her family, possibly resolving or changing her perspective on her conflict. 

· Key Themes:
· Love: The story explores the love between family members and possibly romantic love.
· Family & Tradition: The story highlights the influence of family and traditions on decisions and relationships. 





Comprehension Questions:
1. How do you know that "Love, Amalia" is realistic fiction?  
· Answer: Realistic fiction tells a story that could happen. Amalia and Abuelita seem like real people, and the setting of Abuelita’s house is in the real world.
2. What is the author's purpose? How do you know?
· Answer: The purpose is to entertain. The author uses imagery and descriptive details to make the story engaging and vivid.
3. How does Amalia feel at the beginning of the story?
· Answer: Amalia feels quiet and sad because she just learned that her friend Martha is moving away.
· Prediction: Amalia will likely stay in touch with Martha because she cares so strongly for her.
4. What does Abuelita teach Amalia about how to react to disappointment?
· Answer: Abuelita teaches Amalia that with hard work, you can turn disappointment into good memories. Amalia learns that she "must find ways to keep loved ones close."




Words with Latin Roots:
· Root: The basis for many words in English. Knowing the origin of words helps define unfamiliar words.
1. Root: Port (carry)
· Example 1: Transport (to carry something from one place to another)
· Example 2: Import (to bring goods into a country)
2. Root: Dict (say)  
· Example 1: Dictionary (a book or resource that lists words and their meanings)
· Example 2: Dictate (to say or read aloud for someone to write down)
3. Root: Ject (throw)
· Example 1: Ejected (to throw out or remove)
· Example 2: Rejection (the act of throwing something away or not accepting it)
4. Root: Terr (land)
· Example 1: Terrain (a stretch of land)
· Example 2: Territory (an area of land owned or controlled by a person or group)
Grammar:   
Prepositions
· Explanation:
A preposition shows the relationship between a noun (or pronoun) and another word in the sentence. It often tells where or when something happens.
Examples:
· The book is on the table.
· We will meet after school.
Practice Questions:
Q: What is the preposition in this sentence: "The cat is under 




the bed"?
Answer: under 
Q: Choose the correct preposition: "She walked (across/through) the street."
Answer: across

Coordinating Conjunctions :
· Explanation:
A coordinating conjunction connects words, phrases, or clauses that are equal. Common ones are: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.
Examples:
· I wanted pizza, but we had burgers.
· She can sing and dance. 


Practice Questions:

Q: What are the coordinating conjunctions in this list: and, because, but, or?
Answer: and, but, or
Q: Fill in the blank: "You can have juice ___ milk."
Answer: or

Subordinating Conjunctions : 

· Explanation: 
A subordinating conjunction connects a dependent 



· clause to an independent clause. It shows a relationship like cause, time, or condition. Examples: because, although, since, unless, after, before.
Examples:
· I stayed inside because it was raining.
· She went home after the movie. 

Practice Questions:

Q: Which word is a subordinating conjunction: before, and, but?
Answer: before
Q: Fill in the blank: "He will pass the test ___ he studies hard."
Answer: if


Poetry Collection:

Artist to Artist by Davida Adedjouma
· Poet: Davida Adedjouma
· Why was it written?
The poem encourages young artists to believe in themselves, to express their creativity, and to keep sharing their art with the world. Davida wants artists to support and inspire each other.

Sepia by Malathi Michelle Iyengar
· Poet: Malathi Michelle Iyengar
· Why was it written?
Malathi wrote Sepia to celebrate cultural identity and heritage. She describes how memories and old photographs connect families to their past, showing pride and love for her culture.

Vocabulary : 
	Word
	Meaning
	Sentence

	Vivid
	Bright, strong, or clear
	The painting had vivid colors.

	Retired
	Stopped working after a career
	My grandfather retired last year.

	Trembles
	Shakes slightly
	She trembles when she’s nervous.

	Crinkled
	Wrinkled or creased
	The old paper was crinkled. 




	Melodic
	Having a pleasant tune
	The bird sang a melodic song.



Biography
· Definition:
A biography is the true story of a real person's life, written by someone else.
· Elements of a Biography:
· Birth and childhood
· Important events in life
· Challenges and achievements
· Personal qualities
· Death (if applicable)
· Impact or legacy .

More Vocabulary : 

	Word
	Meaning
	Sentence

	Segregation
	Separation based on race or other differences
	Segregation kept schools divided in the past.

	Mistreated
	Treated badly
	He was mistreated by bullies.

	Qualified
	Having the right skills
	She is qualified to be a teacher. 


	Demonstrators
	People who protest for or against something
	The demonstrators marched for peace.

	Sympathize
	To understand and feel for someone’s problems
	I sympathize with my friend when she feels sad.



About the Author: Jim Haskins
· Who is Jim Haskins?
Jim Haskins was a famous African American author who wrote over 100 books, mainly about African American history and culture.
· Why did he write Delivering Justice?
Jim Haskins wanted to teach young readers about civil rights heroes like Postman Willie Thrower (featured in Delivering Justice), showing how ordinary people made a big difference by standing up against unfairness.



Questions About Delivering Justice : 

Q: Who is the main character in Delivering Justice?
A: Willie Thrower (or the mailman who stood up for fairness).
Q: What job did the main character have?
A: He was a mail carrier.
Q: What problem did he notice in his community?
A: African Americans were treated unfairly and had fewer rights.  






Q: What did he do to help change things?
A: He helped organize the community and worked for civil rights.
Q: Why is it important to deliver justice?
A: So that everyone can be treated equally and fairly.
Q: What qualities made Willie a good leader?
A: He was brave, fair, hardworking, and cared about others.
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