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7th Grade English Level
Study Guide
Poems Overview
1. "Nature" is what We see— by Emily Dickinson
· Main idea: Nature is everywhere around us — what we see, hear, and know — yet it’s so sincere and pure that human art and wisdom cannot fully express it.
· Tone: Admiring, thoughtful, spiritual.
· Structure: Repetition of “Nature is…” emphasizes the many forms nature takes.
Key Points:
· Nature includes simple things (hill, squirrel) and grand things (eclipse, sea, thunder).
· The poet compares Nature to Heaven and Harmony.
· Shows that human language and wisdom are "impotent" compared to Nature’s sincerity.

2. "The Sparrow" by Paul Laurence Dunbar
· Main idea: A little bird tries to get the speaker's attention, but the speaker is too busy. Similarly, important moments of peace and love come into our lives, but we are often too distracted to notice until it's too late.
· Tone: Regretful, reflective.
· Structure: The simple actions of the bird symbolize missed opportunities for joy.
Key Points:
· The sparrow represents peace, hope, and love.
· Human beings often ignore the small, beautiful moments because they are too focused on "traffic's rush and din" (the busy noise of life).
· There’s a sadness because by the time we realize what we missed, it’s already gone.




Concept Vocabulary
	Word
	Meaning
	Example Sentence

	wisdom
	deep understanding, knowledge, and good judgment based on experience
	My grandmother's wisdom guided me through difficult decisions.

	heed
	to listen carefully or pay close attention to something
	You must heed the traffic signs while driving.

	ancestors
	people from whom one is descended, especially those who lived a long time ago
	Our ancestors left us traditions that we still celebrate today.

	heritage (extra word)
	something handed down from the past, such as traditions, values, or property
	Language and customs are an important part of our heritage.



Why These Words Connect:
· They all relate to time, history, and learning.
· They deal with the importance of attention: listening to the past (ancestors), learning from experiences (wisdom), paying attention in the moment (heed).
Word Study: Etymology 
Ancestors
· Latin origin: ante- ("before") + cedere ("to go")
· Literally: "those who have gone before."
· Application: In "Turtle Watchers" (if referenced), ancestors symbolize those who laid the foundations for the present generation, similar to how turtles return to lay eggs where their ancestors once did.
Tip: Knowing etymology can make new words easier to remember and understand!

Analyze Craft and Structure:
The Speaker in Lyric Poetry
What is the Speaker?
· The imaginary voice that speaks the poem's words.
· NOT necessarily the poet themself!
Characteristics of Lyric Poetry:
· Short and musical.
· Focuses on personal emotions, thoughts, or ideas.
· Describes a moment, a feeling, or a scene.
· Uses vivid images and sensory details.
Examples:
· In Dickinson’s poem, the speaker reveres the beauty and sincerity of nature.
· In Dunbar’s poem, the speaker feels regret after ignoring the bird.
Why It Matters:
· Understanding who the speaker is helps you understand the attitude, emotion, and message of the poem better.
Irony
Always think about the deeper meaning when irony appears — it usually makes the message of the story or poem stronger.
	Type of Irony
	Definition
	Example
	How it Connects

	Situational Irony
	When the outcome is the opposite of what was expected.
	A police station is robbed.
	Life is unpredictable and full of surprises.

	Verbal Irony
	Saying the opposite of what is meant.
	Saying "Lovely weather!" during a storm.
	Shows sarcasm or humor.

	Dramatic Irony
	When the audience knows something the character does not.
	In a play, the audience knows Juliet is not really dead, but Romeo does not.
	Builds suspense and emotional involvement.










The Circuit by Francisco Jiménez
Summary of the Story:
· Main Character: Panchito, a young boy in a migrant family.

· Plot: Panchito’s family moves to Fresno for work, living a hard life of migrant labor. They pack their belongings and search for jobs picking grapes. Panchito faces exhaustion, the sadness of leaving behind familiar places, and the fear of missing school. The story emphasizes the struggles, resilience, and dreams of migrant families in America.

Comprehension Check
1. What kind of work does Panchito’s family do?
They are migrant workers, picking grapes.
2. Why does the family move at the beginning of the story?
They move in search of better work opportunities.
Cite Textual Evidence
1. Annotate a passage from the story.
Example: "When the sun had tired and sunk behind the mountains, Ito signaled us that it was time to go home."

Question: Why does the author describe the sun as "tired"?

Conclusion: This personification mirrors the exhaustion of the workers.

Analyze the Text: Response Questions
1. (a) Interpret: How does Panchito feel as his family drives away from the "little shack"?
(b) Make Inferences: What does this detail suggest about him?
Answer: Panchito feels sad about leaving the shack because it was a place of familiarity, even though their life there was hard. It suggests that he yearns for stability.
2. (a) What is the best thing that happens to Panchito on the last day of school?
(b) Make Inferences: What is the worst thing?
Answer: The best thing is that he learns he is moving up a grade, and the worst is that he must leave school without completing his work due to his family’s moving.

3. Draw Conclusions: How does Panchito most likely feel when he sees the packed boxes at the end of the story? Why?

Answer: Panchito feels a mixture of sadness and apprehension. He is used to moving but also feels uncertain about the future.
4. Essential Question: How do we overcome obstacles?
Answer: We overcome obstacles through persistence, adaptability, and resilience, just like Panchito and his family do as they continue their migrant work despite hardships.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Analyze Craft and Structure: Theme
Theme: The central idea of the story is the resilience of migrant families.
Implied Themes: The story’s themes about family, survival, and dreams are not directly stated but are shown through Panchito's experience.
Inference:
The main conflict is the family’s struggle for a better life.

Panchito’s efforts to adapt to each new place while maintaining his family’s traditions show his inner strength.
Vocabulary and Conventions
· Think about how specific vocabulary enhances the theme of migrant life.
Example: Words like "tired" (to describe the sun) reflect the weariness of the workers, enhancing the theme of hard labor.
A Work in Progress by Aimee Mullins
Background Information
· Prosthetics are artificial substitutes for missing body parts, and technological advancements have made them more functional and realistic over time, with lighter materials and more sophisticated designs.
Key Themes and Concepts (Simplified)
1. Personal Struggles and Acceptance
Aimee Mullins talks about her childhood after losing her legs due to a medical condition. She shares how society viewed her differently because of her prosthetics and how she learned to accept herself.

2. The Battle with Societal Expectations
As a child, Mullins was made to feel out of place, especially by a teacher who didn't want her to return to school because of her appearance. She fought back against society’s pressure to be “normal” and chose to show her prosthetic knee rather than hide it.

3. Embracing Identity and Strength
At a turning point, Mullins realized she didn’t have to hide her differences to make others feel better. This led her to embrace her unique abilities, especially in sports like track and field, where she became the first person to use sprinting prosthetics inspired by a cheetah’s leg.

Concept  Vocabulary
1. Accomplishments – Things you have achieved or done successfully.
2. Extraordinary – Very special or unusual; beyond what is normal.
3. Celebrate – To honor or show happiness about something special, like an achievement or event.
Discussion Questions
1. How does Aimee Mullins’ experience with prosthetics shape her views on normalcy and difference?
2. What role did societal expectations play in Mullins' childhood, and how did she challenge those expectations?
3. What is the significance of the various prosthetics Mullins uses, and how do they reflect her personal journey?
4. In what ways does Mullins’ story inspire others to embrace their differences rather than hide them?
5. How does Mullins redefine the idea of being “normal” and how does she use her platform to share this new perspective?

Word Study

Latin Prefix extra- The Latin prefix extra- means “beyond the scope of” 
or “in addition to what is usual or expected.” At the end of the selection, 
the author realizes that what makes her different also makes her 
extraordinary, or beyond what is ordinary or expected. With your group, 
identify and define two other words you know that include this prefix.
Extraordinary – Beyond what is ordinary or usual; very special or remarkable.
Extraterrestrial – Beyond Earth; from or related to outer space or another planet. 

Analyze Craft and Structure
Author’s Purpose: Word Choice and Humor
The main purpose of humorous writing is to entertain readers. Authors may incorporate humor into serious writing to express the lighter, human side of otherwise difficult situations. Here are some literary techniques authors use to create humor:
	LITERARY TECHNIQUE
	DEFINITION
	EXAMPLE

	HYPERBOLE
	Intentional, sometimes outrageous, exaggeration for effect.
	Describing a small patch of ice as a “vast, frozen lake.”

	COMIC DICTION
	Words chosen to make the reader laugh; often includes slang and informal language.
	“Letting the cat out of the bag is a lot easier than putting it back in.”

	INCONGRUITY
	When something is out of place or inappropriate for a situation or setting.
	Wearing bunny ears instead of a veil with a bridal outfit.


Conventions - Informal Grammar

Grammar:

In Aimee Mullins's speech “A Work in Progress,” she uses informal grammar to connect with her audience. Informal grammar reflects how people speak in everyday conversations. Here are some features of informal grammar Mullins uses in her speech:
1. Informal Grammar
1. Colloquial Contractions
These are words that combine two words in a way that imitates casual conversation. Examples:
"gonna" (going to)
"wanna" (want to)
"kinda" (kind of)
2. Informal Transitions
Casual words or phrases that link ideas or create emphasis. Examples:
"man"
"I’m like"
"so there I was"
"you know"
3. Introductory Conjunctions
Starting sentences with conjunctions like "and," "but," or "so" helps smooth the transition between ideas in informal speech. Though these are discouraged in formal writing, they are common in spoken language.
2. Subjunctive Mood
· Expresses a wish, a suggestion, a condition that is doubtful or not real.
Key Clues:
· Look for if, wish, suggest, recommend, important that phrases.
Examples:
· If I were rich, I would travel the world. (wish)
· I suggest that he study harder. (recommendation)
Tip: Notice that "were" and base verbs are used even if the subject is singular!

3. Commas
Main Uses of Commas:
Separate items in a list:
I bought apples, oranges, bananas, and grapes.
After introductory elements:
After the rain, the flowers bloomed.
Before conjunctions (and, but, or) joining two independent clauses:
She wanted to leave, but it was still early.
Tip: Proper punctuation helps the reader understand your ideas more clearly and keeps your writing professional.
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