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5th Grade Study Guide: Citizenship, Rights, and Systems of  Government , Democratic Principles , and Global Citizenship : 

Definitions:
1. Citizen: A citizen is a person who is a member of a country and has certain rights and duties in that country. Citizens can vote, follow laws, and participate in government.
2. Responsibility: Responsibility means a duty or something you are expected to do. For example, students have the responsibility to do their homework or to respect others.
3. Citizenship: Citizenship means being a member of a country, with certain rights and responsibilities. When you are a citizen, you can vote, follow the laws, and help your country in many ways.
4. Right: A right is something you are allowed to do. For example, you have the right to speak your mind or to get an education.

Basic Rights in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948):
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, written by the United Nations, lists rights that every person should have. Some basic rights are:
· The right to life, liberty, and security. (Everyone should be safe.)



· The right to education. (Everyone should be able to go to school.)
· The right to a fair trial. (If you're accused of something, you should get a fair chance to explain yourself.)
· The right to speak freely. (Everyone has the right to express their opinions.)
· The right to equality before the law. (Everyone is equal under the law, no matter who they are.)

Examples of Citizens' Responsibilities:
1. Obeying the laws (Following the rules of your country or community).
2. Paying taxes (Giving money to the government to help pay for things like schools and roads).
3. Voting (Choosing leaders in an election).
4. Respecting others' rights (Treating others with fairness and kindness).
5. Serving on a jury (Helping decide if someone broke the law in court).

Policy:
A policy is a set of rules or guidelines that a group, like a school or government, makes to help make decisions or keep things organized.

Volunteering:
Volunteering means doing something helpful for others without getting paid for it. 



Examples of Volunteering:
· Helping clean up a park.
· Helping an elderly person with shopping. 
· Donating clothes to people in need.

Public Services:
Public services are services that the government provides to help people in a community.
Examples of Public Services:
· Firefighters.
· Police officers.
· Public schools.
· Hospitals.

Examples of Rules in Schools and Homes:
1. School rules:
· No bullying.
· Raise your hand to speak.
· Follow the teacher’s instructions.
2. Home rules:
· Do your chores.
· Be respectful to family members.
· Go to bed at a certain time.

Examples of Laws in Society:
1. Traffic laws: You must stop at a red light.
2. Anti-bullying laws: It’s illegal to bully someone.
3. Drinking laws: People under a certain age cannot drink alcohol. 




4. Laws against stealing: It's against the law to steal other people's things. 

What happens if you break the law? If you break the law, you might get punished. This can mean a fine (you have to pay money), or even go to jail if it is a very serious law.

Civil Law vs. Criminal Law:
· Civil law deals with disagreements between people, such as when someone breaks a contract or hurts another person. It's about solving problems.
· Criminal law deals with crimes, like stealing, hurting someone, or breaking other important laws. People who break these laws can go to jail.

Why Do We Need Laws?
Laws help keep order in society. Without laws, people would not know what is right or wrong. Laws protect people's rights and help make sure everyone is treated fairly.

Legislature and Amend:
· Legislature: This is the group of people (like Congress) who make the laws for a country or state.
· Amend: To amend means to change or add something, like changing a law.





The Court System:
The court system helps make sure everyone understands and follows the laws. Courts decide if someone has broken a law and what should happen.

Government:
A government is in charge of leading and protecting the people in a country. Governments make rules, collect taxes, and provide services like schools and hospitals.
· In democracies, citizens make the rules by voting for leaders.
· In absolute monarchies, kings and queens are in charge.
· In a dictatorship, one person has total control.

What is a Constitution?
A constitution is a set of rules or laws that explains how a government works and how it treats its people. It is the most important law in a country.

Questions to Test Your Understanding:
1. What does it mean to be a citizen?
2. What are some of your responsibilities as a citizen?
3. Why is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights important?
4. What is the difference between civil law and criminal law?
5. Why do we need laws in society? 




6. What is volunteering, and can you give an example of a volunteer activity ?
7. What does the government do for its citizens?
8. What is the difference between a democracy and an absolute monarchy?
9. What does a constitution do for a country?
10. Why are public services important?

What are Democratic Principles?
· Principle: A set of beliefs and rules that tell people how to act.
· Democratic principles: Important ideas that help keep a democracy strong and fair.
The Four Main Democratic Principles are:
1. Voting
2. Majority Rule and Minority Rights
3. Independent Branches of Government

Important Vocabulary
Aristocracy:
· A government where the rich and powerful people rule.
Majority Rule:
· The side with more than half of the votes wins.
Minority Rights:
· Even if a group has fewer votes, they still have rights and must be treated fairly.
Accountability:
· Taking ownership of decisions. 



· Leaders must be responsible for what they do.

Ancient Athens and Democracy: Athens, citizens participated by voting on laws and debating important issues.
· Only certain people (adult male citizens) could vote, but it was one of the first examples of democracy!


Why is Counting Votes Important?
· To make sure that the winning candidates are truly the ones the people chose.
· It keeps elections fair and trustworthy.

Growth of Democracies
· In the last 40 years, the number of democracies has grown a lot.
· Today, about 100 countries are democracies!

Rule of Law
· Everyone must obey the law, no matter who they are.
· If someone breaks the law, they must be held responsible.

Three Branches of Government : 
	Branch                     
	Job Description

	Legislative   
	Makes the laws

	Executive
	Applies and enforces the laws  


	Judicial
	Interprets the laws and ensures fairness







Check and Balance:
No branch is more important than the others. They watch over each other to stay balanced and fair.:
· Courts and Judges must be fair and follow the laws when making decisions.


Civic Participation Examples : 
· Voting
· Serving on a jury
· Attending public meetings
· Helping in a campaign
· Respecting others' rights

Can Democracies Fail?
· Yes, they can fail because of:
· Poor leadership
· Lack of citizen participation

 What Are Democratic Principles?
Democratic principles are the ideas and values that help make a government fair and just for everyone. These principles ensure that people have a voice in how their country is run. 



Some important democratic principles include:
· Equality: Everyone is treated the same under the law.  
· Freedom: People have the right to speak, think, and choose their leaders.
· Rule of Law: Everyone, even leaders, must follow the law.
· Majority Rule, Minority Rights: Most people's choices are followed, but everyone’s rights are protected.
· Participation: Citizens have the power to be involved in government decisions. 

What Is Civic Participation?
Civic participation means taking part in activities that help make your community or country better. It’s all about being an active and responsible citizen!
Examples of Civic Participation:
· Voting in elections .
· Attending town meetings or school council meetings
· Volunteering in your community (like helping clean a park)
· Writing letters to leaders about issues you care about
· Following laws and encouraging others to do the same
When people participate, they help their government know what the community needs.

🇬🇷 Democracy in Ancient Athens
Athens, a city in Ancient Greece, is known as the birthplace of democracy! Their government was very different from  




what we see today, but it helped shape modern democratic ideas.
How Did Democracy Work in Athens?
· Direct Democracy: Citizens voted directly on laws instead of choosing representatives to make decisions for them.
· Citizens: Only free, adult men born in Athens could be citizens. Women, slaves, and foreigners were not allowed to participate.

· The Assembly: Citizens would gather to discuss and vote on important issues like laws, wars, and leaders. 

· Council of 500: A group of 500 citizens chosen by lottery (randomly) to help plan and organize government decisions.
How Did They Elect Leaders?
· Some leaders were chosen by voting (like generals for the army).
· Other positions were selected by lottery to give everyone an equal chance to participate.
· Leaders had limited power and served for short periods to prevent anyone from becoming too powerful.









 Why Is Civic Participation Important Today?
Without people participating, democracy wouldn’t work! When you vote, share your opinions, or help your community, you’re making sure that:
· Everyone’s voice can be heard.
· Leaders make decisions that help everyone.
· Communities stay safe, fair, and happy.

· Why is it important that everyone’s voice is heard in a democracy?
· How can you participate in your community to help make it better?
· How is democracy today different from democracy in Ancient Athens?


The word "democracy" comes from the Greek words “demos” (meaning people) and “kratos” (meaning power), which literally means “power of the people!” 

What is Global Citizenship?
Global citizenship means understanding that we are all connected, no matter where we live. It means caring about people, places, and problems around the world, not just in our own towns.   






What Does It Mean to Be a Global Citizen?
Being a global citizen means being kind, respectful, and responsible to people and the planet. It means learning about the world, helping others, and trying to make the world a better place.

What Is Globalization?
Globalization is when people, goods, ideas, and cultures from different parts of the world come together and mix. It makes it easier for countries to share products, knowledge, and traditions.

How Has Technology Made the World More Connected?
Technology like the internet, smartphones, and airplanes help people talk, learn, and travel across the world quickly. It allows news, ideas, and friendships to spread faster than ever before. 

Positive and Negative Effects of Globalization : 
Positive Effects:
· We can learn about other cultures and traditions.
· Countries can trade goods, which can help economies grow.
Negative Effects:
· Big companies can sometimes hurt small local businesses.  




· Some workers are paid very little to make cheap products.  

How Can Citizens Make Their Communities a Better Place?
Citizens can volunteer, help neighbors, protect nature, and be kind to everyone. They can also vote, join community groups, and speak up for people who need help.

Why Education Is Important for Global Citizens
People need a good education to understand big world problems and how to fix them. Learning teaches us to be smart, fair, and caring leaders in the world.

How Does Climate Change Affect the World’s Poorest People?
Poor people often live in areas that get hit hardest by floods, droughts, or storms. They also have fewer resources, like money or good hospitals, to help them recover.
What Are the Effects of Global Change?
· Rising temperatures can cause stronger storms, melting ice, and rising oceans.
· Animals and plants can lose their homes.
· People might have to move because of floods, fires, or food shortages.  







How Can Citizens Fight Global Change?
Citizens can use less energy, plant trees, recycle, and support leaders who care about the environment. They can also teach others how to protect the Earth.

How Can Global Citizens Help Reduce Poverty?
Global citizens can donate to charities, support fair trade products, volunteer their time, and work on creating better schools and jobs for everyone.

What Is Poverty and What Countries Suffer from It?
Poverty means not having enough money for food, clean water, shelter, healthcare, or education.
Countries like Haiti, Afghanistan, Sudan, and Yemen struggle with high levels of poverty.
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