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7th Grade Study Guide: Trade and Geography , Trade Routes and Cultural Change , Life During the Middle Ages , Cnnecting the Old and New Worlds , and Technology and Trade : 

1. What is Trade?
· Definition: Trade is the exchange of goods and services between people, businesses, or countries. It can happen locally or internationally and is an important part of any economy.
2. What Do Economic Geographers Study?
· Economic Geographers study how resources, industries, trade, and human activities are distributed across the world. They examine the relationship between the economy and the physical geography of a region.
3. What is Globalization?
· Definition: Globalization refers to the process by which businesses, cultures, and societies become interconnected through the exchange of goods, ideas, services, and information across the globe.
· How has Globalization Helped in Trade?: Globalization has made it easier to trade internationally by improving transportation, communication, and reducing trade barriers like tariffs.
4. What Are the Benefits of Globalization?
· Increases the availability of goods and services.
· Promotes economic growth and development.
· Encourages cultural exchange and understanding.



· Allows businesses to access a larger market for their products.

5. What Does Free Trade Mean?
· Definition: Free trade is the practice of trading goods and services between countries without restrictions like tariffs, quotas, or subsidies.
6. What is Geographic Specialization?
· Definition: Geographic specialization occurs when a region or country focuses on producing a specific good or service that they can produce more efficiently than other regions.
7. Factors that Contribute to Companies Outsourcing to China:
· Labor Cost: Lower labor costs in China make it cheaper to produce goods.
· Availability of Skilled Workers: China has a large, skilled workforce.
· Access to Global Markets: China's location makes it a central hub for international trade.
· Infrastructure: China has a strong infrastructure for manufacturing and shipping goods globally.
8. How is Transportation a Network?
· Definition: Transportation is a network of systems (roads, railways, air, sea) that connect different regions and allow goods, services, and people to move from one place to another. It supports trade by making it easier to transport goods globally. 




9. What are Trade Agreements?
· Definition: Trade agreements are deals between countries that allow them to exchange goods and services with fewer restrictions, such as tariffs and   
· quotas. These agreements promote trade and economic cooperation.
10. What are Tariffs?
· Definition: Tariffs are taxes placed on imported goods, usually by governments, to protect local businesses or raise revenue. They can make imported goods more expensive.
11. How Do Trade Routes Bring Cultural Change?
· Trade routes not only exchange goods but also ideas, technologies, religions, and cultural practices between societies, leading to cultural diffusion and change.
12. What Was the Silk Road?
· Definition: The Silk Road was an ancient network of trade routes connecting China with Europe, Central Asia, and parts of the Middle East. It allowed for the exchange of goods and culture.
· What Was Traded on the Silk Road?: Goods such as silk, spices, tea, and precious metals were traded. Ideas, art, and inventions also spread along these routes.
· How Was Traveling Along the Silk Road?: Traveling was difficult and dangerous, often requiring long journeys over deserts and mountains. The journey could take several months or years. 




· What Does Caravan Mean?: A caravan is a group of people traveling together, often with pack animals, for safety and trade along trade routes like the Silk Road.
· What Are Innkeepers?: Innkeepers were individuals who provided lodging, food, and rest for travelers along trade routes, facilitating trade and cultural exchange.  

13. What Was the Trans-Saharan Trade and Why Was It Important?
· Definition: The Trans-Saharan trade was the trade route across the Sahara Desert, connecting North Africa to Sub-Saharan Africa. It was important for the exchange of gold, salt, and other valuable resources.
14. What Was the Maritime Silk Road and Why Was It Important?
· Definition: The Maritime Silk Road was the sea-based trade route that connected China to Southeast Asia, India, the Arabian Peninsula, and East Africa. It was important for trading goods like silk, spices, and porcelain and helped spread ideas and technologies across the oceans.
15. How Did Trade Affect Cultural Practices?
· Trade introduced new cultural practices, religions, foods, clothing, and ideas to different regions, leading to cultural exchanges and blending of customs.






16. How Did Trade Lead to the Spread of Cultures and Ideas?
· The exchange of goods on trade routes often carried with them ideas, art, religions, and technologies, which influenced societies and led to cultural diffusion.
17. Examples of Primary Sources That Help Us Learn About the Middle Ages:
· Personal Writings: Diaries, letters, and travel journals (e.g., those written by Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta).
· Chronology: The sequence of historical events over time.  
· Travel Narratives: Accounts of travels to different places that provide insight into the societies and cultures at the time.
18. What is Chronology?
· Definition: Chronology is the study of time and the order of events, often used to understand history and how events are connected.
19. What are Travel Narratives?
· Definition: Travel narratives are stories or accounts written by travelers that describe the places they visited, the people they met, and the experiences they had.
20. Who Was Marco Polo and What Places Did He Visit?
· Marco Polo was a Venetian explorer who traveled extensively throughout Asia, including China, and brought back detailed accounts of his journeys. 



21. Who Was Muhammad Ibn Battuta?
· Muhammad Ibn Battuta was a Moroccan traveler who visited much of the Islamic world, Africa, Europe, and Asia, documenting his travels in a book that provides valuable historical insights.
22. What Did Ibn Battuta Write About His Travels to Makkah?
· Ibn Battuta wrote about his religious pilgrimage to Makkah, the people he met, and the places he visited along the way. His writings provide valuable insights into Islamic practices during the 14th century.   

23. How Do Travel Narratives Describe Society?
· Travel narratives provide descriptions of the customs, social structures, and lifestyles of the people the travelers encountered. They often reflect the perspective of the traveler but also offer a window into the broader society.
24. How Do Travel Narratives Document History?
· Travel narratives document historical events, places, and cultures, helping historians understand the social and political climates of the time.
25. How is Poetry Considered a Primary Source?
· Poetry is considered a primary source because it provides insight into the emotions, thoughts, and beliefs of the writer. It often reflects the culture and historical period in which it was written.  





· Example: "The Divine Comedy" by Dante Alighieri, written in the Middle Ages, offers a poetic view of medieval society and beliefs.

Study Questions : 

1. What is the definition of trade, and why is it important in an economy?
2. How do economic geographers contribute to our understanding of the world?
3. What are the key benefits of globalization?
4. What does the term "free trade" mean?
5. Explain the concept of geographic specialization.
6. List some factors that contribute to outsourcing jobs to China. 
7.How is transportation important for global trade?
8.  What are trade agreements, and how do they promote   international exchange?
9.   Define tariffs and explain their purpose.
10.How did the Silk Road facilitate cultural exchange?
11.What goods were traded along the Silk Road, and why was this trade significant?
12.What was the importance of the Trans-Saharan trade route?
13.Explain the significance of the Maritime Silk Road.
14.How did trade affect cultural practices in the Middle Ages? 



15.Who was Marco Polo, and what did his travels reveal about the world?
16.Who was Ibn Battuta, and what was his contribution to historical travel narratives?
17.How do travel narratives help historians understand society and history?
18.How does poetry act as a primary source? 

 How Did Technology Affect Trade During the Medieval Period?
· New technologies made travel safer, faster, and easier for traders.
· People could trade over longer distances (like crossing deserts and oceans).
· Ships, saddles, navigation tools, and weapons allowed civilizations to connect.  
· As a result, trade routes like the Silk Road, Trans-Saharan Trade Routes, and Indian Ocean Trade Network grew stronger.

2. How Did New Technology Spread During the Middle Ages?
· Trade routes were the main way technology spread between different regions.
· Travelers, merchants, missionaries, and armies carried ideas and inventions.
· Example: Paper-making moved from China to the Islamic world and then to Europe.




3. Important Technologies and Their Meanings
	Term
	Meaning

	Camel Saddle
	1-A seat placed on a camel’s back, allowing people to ride and carry goods across deserts.


	Magnetic Compass
	2-A navigation tool invented in China. It uses Earth’s magnetic field to show direction (always points north).


	Stirrup
	3-A ring or loop attached to a saddle for a rider’s foot, giving better balance while riding horses.


	Crossbow
	4-A powerful medieval weapon. Easier to use than traditional bows and could pierce armor. 



	Astrolabe
	5-A navigation tool used to measure the position of the sun and stars to find one's location at sea.



4. The First Compass: The "Spoon"
· The original compass was invented in ancient China.
· Made from lodestone (a naturally magnetic stone).
· It was shaped like a small spoon sitting on a smooth bronze plate. 





· Not heavy — it was small, light, and easy to carry for travelers.

5. Camel Saddle: Two Benefits
· Benefit 1: Allowed merchants to carry large loads across deserts.
· Benefit 2: Gave more control when riding fast-moving camels.
· Where Used: Mostly in North Africa (Trans-Saharan trade routes) and the Middle East.

6. Dhow Ship and Junk Ship
	Ship
	Description

	Dhow
	A lightweight ship used in the Indian Ocean, with a triangular sail (called a lateen sail). Perfect for trading between Africa, Arabia, and India.

	Junk
	A large Chinese ship, strong and stable, with multiple sails and watertight compartments. Used for long-distance sea 


trade (especially during the Song and Ming Dynasties).


 Why Medieval People Built Ships:
· To trade goods (like spices, silk, gold) over oceans.
· To explore new lands and expand empires.






7. The Stirrup: Two Major Benefits: 

· Benefit 1: Gave better balance and control when riding horses.
· Benefit 2: Allowed heavier armor and weapons to be used while fighting on horseback (made cavalry much stronger in battles).

8. Chinese Innovations: Printing and Paper
Early Paper-Making:
· Invented in China before the Abbasid Caliphate (before 750 AD).
· Made from tree bark, hemp, and rags.
Woodblock Printing:
· Carve characters or pictures into a wooden block.
· Ink the block and press it onto paper.
· Used to create books, art, and religious texts quickly.
Movable Type Printing:
· Invented by Bi Sheng (around 1040 AD).
· Individual letters made from clay could be rearranged to form new texts.
· Much faster than woodblock printing. 

Why Printing Was Important:
· Spread knowledge faster.
· Allowed education to grow.
· Helped governments, scientists, and religious leaders communicate across large areas. 

9. The Mongols and Genghis Khan
· Genghis Khan united the Mongol tribes and created the largest land empire ever.
· Achievements:
· Conquered most of Asia and parts of Europe.
· Made the Silk Road safe for trade.
· Supported learning, trade, and technology exchange.
· The Mongols learned paper-making and printing from China and helped spread these inventions westward.

10. Historical Impact of Trade Between Eastern and Western Hemispheres
· Brought new plants, animals, technologies, and cultures to different parts of the world.
· Led to the Age of Exploration and the Columbian Exchange.
· Connected Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas.

11. Vocabulary Word: Indigenous
· Indigenous: Native to a certain land or region (example: The Taino people were indigenous to the Caribbean).

12. The Age of Exploration : 

· A time (15th–17th centuries) when European nations explored new lands across the seas.  




· Reasons: Find new trade routes, spread Christianity, and gain riches (gold, silver, spices). 14. Western Civilizations Before European Contact
	Civilization
	Description

	1-Inca
	1-Lived in the Andes Mountains. Built an advanced civilization with roads, bridges, and cities like Machu Picchu.


	2-Mexica (Aztecs)
	2-Built a powerful empire in central Mexico. Famous for huge cities like Tenochtitlán and for human sacrifices.


	3-Taino
	3-Indigenous people of the Caribbean islands. First people to meet 
Columbus. They lived by farming, fishing, and trading.



15. The Columbian Exchange : 
· The exchange of plants, animals, diseases, and technologies between the Eastern and Western Hemispheres after Columbus' voyages. 









	Positive Effects
	Negative Effects

	New foods improved diets and increased populations.
	Diseases (like smallpox) killed millions of Indigenous people.

	New animals like horses changed Indigenous ways of life.

	Enslavement of Indigenous and African people increased.


Examples of Exchanges:
	Plants (New World ➡️ Old World)
	Plants (Old World ➡️ New World)

	Corn, potatoes, tomatoes, cacao (chocolate), tobacco
	Wheat, rice, sugarcane, coffee

	Animals (Old World ➡️ New World)
	Animals (New World ➡️ Old World)

	Horses, pigs, cows, sheep
	Turkeys




· Continuity: When some traditions, practices, or ideas stay the same even when other changes happen.
Example: Even though Europe explored and colonized new lands, many Indigenous groups continued their traditions for a long time.





Christopher Columbus (1451–1506)
Who he was:
· An Italian explorer and sailor, born in Genoa (Italy).
· Sailed for Spain (King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella sponsored him).
Achievements:
· In 1492, Columbus famously sailed across the Atlantic Ocean looking for a faster route to Asia.
· Instead of reaching Asia, he "discovered" the Americas (specifically the Caribbean islands like the Bahamas).
· He completed four voyages across the Atlantic and opened up the New World to European exploration and colonization.
Fun Facts:
· Columbus thought he had found India, so he called the native people "Indians."
· His voyages started a period called the Age of Exploration.

Hernán Cortés (1485–1547)
Who he was:
· A Spanish (conqueror).
· Born in Medellín, Spain.
Achievements:
· He led an expedition that caused the fall of the Aztec Empire in Mexico.
· In 1519, he arrived in Mexico and allied with some native groups who were enemies of the Aztecs. 


· By 1521, he had conquered the Aztec capital, Tenochtitlán, and claimed Mexico for Spain.
Fun Facts:
· He defeated the powerful Aztecs with a small army, advanced weapons, and help from native allies.
· He became the first governor of "New Spain" (Mexico).

Francisco Pizarro (c. 1475–1541)
Who he was:
· Another Spanish conquistador.
· Born in Trujillo, Spain.
Achievements:
· He explored South America and conquered the Inca Empire in Peru.
· In 1532, he captured the Inca emperor Atahualpa and eventually took control of the Inca lands.
· Pizarro founded the city of Lima, which is now the capital of Peru.
Fun Facts:
· Like Cortés, Pizarro used clever tactics and took advantage of native rivalries.
· He became very rich from the gold and silver taken from the Incas.









Quick Summary:
	Explorer
	Main Achievement
	Where
They
Sailed 

	Christopher Columbus
	Discovered the Americas (for Europe)
	Caribbean Islands

	Hernán Cortés
	Conquered the Aztec Empire
	Mexico

	Francisco Pizarro
	Conquered the Inca Empire
	Peru



Important Ideas to Remember:
· These explorers changed history by connecting Europe with the Americas.
· Their actions led to new trade, new colonies, and huge changes for native people (often very bad for the natives).
· They were motivated by the Three G’s: Gold, Glory, and God (wealth, fame, and spreading Christianity).

Quick Review : 
1-How did technology affect medieval trade?
2- What did the Mongols learn from China?
3-Why is the Age of Exploration important?
4- Name 2 plants and 2 animals exchanged during the 
Columbian Exchange .
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