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8th grade Study Guide : Popular Sovereignty, and Civic Engagement , Economic Issues in Societies , and Markets and Money : 
1. What is the Preamble?
· The Preamble is the introduction to the U.S. Constitution. It outlines the goals and purposes of the government created by the Constitution.
Key Points:
· It begins with “We the People of the United States…”
· It sets forth the ideas of justice, unity, and peace.
· It expresses the vision for the country’s future.
2. What Does "A More Perfect Union" Mean?
· "A more perfect union" refers to the idea of creating a stronger, better, and more unified government. The Founders knew that the government would evolve and improve over time, addressing flaws as they arose.
Key Points:
· It reflects the idea of progress and improvement in the country.
· It acknowledges that there’s always room for growth and change.
Example Question:
· What is meant by “a more perfect union” in the Preamble?







3. What Was the Purpose of the Preamble?
· The purpose of the Preamble is to state the intentions of the government and the values upon which the Constitution was built.
Key Points:
· It introduces the Constitution and the principles the nation stands for.
· It declares that the government exists to serve the people and ensure justice.
Example Question:
· Why is the Preamble important in understanding the Constitution?
4. What Does Popular Sovereignty Mean?
· Popular sovereignty means that the people hold the power to govern themselves and make decisions about how they are governed.
Key Points:
· The authority of the government comes from the people, not from a king or monarch.
· People elect their leaders and have the right to change the government through voting.
Examples of Popular Sovereignty:
· Voting in elections.
· Participating in public decision-making (like town hall meetings).  




      
· How does popular sovereignty influence American democracy?

5. What Was America's Founders' Plan?
· The Founders created a system that balanced power between the states and the national government, ensuring that no single group or person would become too powerful.
Key Points:
· They wanted to create a government that was strong but fair.
· They were focused on justice, ensuring freedom, and providing for the common defense.
      Question:
· What was the main goal of the Founders in creating the U.S. Constitution?
6. What Are the Key Principles of the Preamble?
· The Preamble expresses several key principles, including:
1. Justice: Fair treatment for all citizens.
2. Domestic Tranquility: Peace and order within the country.
3. Common Defense: Protecting the nation from outside threats.
4. General Welfare: Ensuring the well-being of the people. 






5. Liberty: Protecting freedom for current and future generations.
          Question:
· What are the key principles expressed in the Preamble of the Constitution?

7. What Are Examples of Fundamental Rights in the United States?
· Fundamental rights are the basic freedoms and protections guaranteed by the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.
Examples:
· Freedom of speech (1st Amendment).
· Right to a fair trial (6th Amendment).
· Right to vote (15th, 19th, and 26th Amendments).
     Question:
· What are some examples of fundamental rights guaranteed to U.S. citizens?

8. What Are the Three Branches of Government?
· The U.S. government is divided into three branches, each with its own powers and responsibilities to maintain a system of checks and balances:
1. Legislative Branch (Congress):
· Makes laws.
· Includes the House of Representatives and the Senate.  





2. Executive Branch (President):
· Enforces laws.
· The President leads this branch.
3. Judicial Branch (Courts):
· Interprets laws.
· The Supreme Court and other federal courts are part of this branch.
         Question:
· What are the three branches of government, and what is the role of each?

9. What Are Checks and Balances?
· Checks and balances are a system that ensures no one branch of government becomes too powerful.
Examples of Checks and Balances:
· The President can veto laws passed by Congress.
· The Supreme Court can declare laws unconstitutional.
· Congress can override a presidential veto with enough votes.
     Question:
· What is the system of checks and balances, and how does it work?
10. What Does Civic Participation, Advocacy, and Volunteering Mean?
· Civic Participation: Involvement in the community and decisions that affect the country.



· Example: Voting in elections. 

· Advocacy: Supporting or arguing for a cause or policy.
· Example: Campaigning for environmental protection laws.
· Volunteering: Giving your time and effort to help others without payment.
· Example: Helping at a local food bank.
Example Question:
· How can individuals participate in civic life? Provide examples of civic participation, advocacy, and volunteering.
11. Who Was César Chávez and How Did He Help Farmers?
· César Chávez was a labor leader and civil rights activist who fought for the rights of farm workers.
Key Contributions:
· Founded the United Farm Workers (UFW) union.
· Led boycotts and strikes to improve working conditions for farm laborers.
    Question:
· Who was César Chávez, and how did he improve the lives of farm workers?
12. Who Was Mahatma Gandhi and How Did He Advocate for Civil Rights?
· Mahatma Gandhi was a leader in India who fought for civil rights using nonviolent methods.





Key Contributions:
· Advocated for independence from British rule.
· Led peaceful protests, including the Salt March.
     Question:
· How did Mahatma Gandhi fight for civil rights, and what was his method of protest?
13. Who Was Thurgood Marshall and How Was He an Advocate?
· Thurgood Marshall was a lawyer and the first African American Supreme Court Justice.
Key Contributions:
· Fought for civil rights as a lawyer in landmark cases like Brown v. Board of Education (1954), which desegregated public schools.
     Question:
· Who was Thurgood Marshall, and what role did he play in civil rights advocacy?
14. Who Was Rosa Parks, and How Did She End Segregation?
· Rosa Parks was an African American woman who refused to give up her seat on a segregated bus, sparking the Montgomery Bus Boycott.

Key Contributions:
· Her act of defiance led to the end of bus segregation in Montgomery, Alabama.
· Her actions helped ignite the Civil Rights Movement. 
· How did Rosa Parks contribute to the end of segregation?
15. What Does Public Policy Mean? 


· Public policy refers to the decisions and actions taken by the government to address issues in society.
Issues Public Policy Addresses:
· Healthcare, education, the environment, and criminal justice.
   Question:
· What is public policy, and what kinds of issues does it address?

16. What Is the Civil Rights Act of 1964?
· The Civil Rights Act of 1964 is a landmark law that ended segregation in public places and banned discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, or national origin.
   Question:
· What did the Civil Rights Act of 1964 accomplish?

17. What Is Civic Engagement?
· Civic engagement is participating in activities that contribute to the well-being of the community and democracy. 

Examples of Civic Engagement:
· Voting, volunteering, joining community organizations

18. What Is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?
· The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a document that lists basic human rights that should be protected for all people worldwide. 


Rights It Protects:
· The right to life, liberty, and security.
· Freedom of speech, the right to education, and freedom of assembly.
    Question:
· What is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and what rights does it protect?

19. What Is the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act?
· The Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act aims to improve nutrition and reduce childhood obesity by improving school lunch programs.
     Question:
· What does the Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act do?

20. How Can We Advocate for Positive Policy Change?
· To advocate for policy change, you can:
· Raise awareness about an issue.
· Write letters to lawmakers.
· Join advocacy groups or participate in protests. 

     Question:
· How can individuals advocate for positive policy change?

Economic Issues in Societies :

What Does Socioeconomic Mean?
Socioeconomic is a word that combines two ideas: 


· Social (which relates to people's place in society — like their education, job, or neighborhood)
· Economic (which relates to money, wealth, and resources)
Socioeconomic status is a measure of a person’s or group's position in society based on income, education, and occupation.

How Are Different Groups in Society Impacted by Economic Events and Changes?
When big economic events happen (like a recession, war, or pandemic), they impact people differently based on their socioeconomic status:
· The rich may lose some money but usually have enough savings and investments to stay comfortable.
· The middle class can lose jobs or struggle to pay mortgages or rent.
· The working class often suffers the most because they may lose their jobs and not have savings to fall back on. 

For example, during COVID-19, many small businesses closed, and workers in service industries lost their jobs, while some wealthy business owners kept making money.

Socioeconomic Classes :
In most places, societies are divided into three major socioeconomic classes:
· Upper class
· Middle class 


· Working class

What Is the Upper Class?
The upper class includes people who are very wealthy. They often:
· Own large businesses
· Have investments like stocks, real estate, and luxury goods
· Sometimes inherit their wealth from family
· Live in expensive neighborhoods and may have a lot of influence in politics or media
Countries where the upper class is present:
The upper class exists all over the world, including the United States, United Kingdom, France, China, Brazil, and Saudi Arabia.
Example:
· In the U.S., billionaires like Jeff Bezos or Elon Musk belong to the upper class. 

· In Saudi Arabia, royal families are considered upper class.

What Is the Middle Class?
The middle class includes people who:
· Have stable jobs 
· Own homes
· Can afford some luxuries like vacations or new cars
· Often have college degrees
· May run small businesses  


Examples of middle-class jobs:
· Teachers
· Nurses
· Small business owners
· Engineers
Countries with strong middle classes:
· United States
· Canada
· Germany
· Australia
Middle class is very important for a country’s economy because they are the biggest group of consumers.

What Is Retirement?
Retirement means stopping work permanently, usually because a person has reached a certain age (like 60 or 65) or has saved enough money to live without working.
During retirement, people often:

· Receive a pension
· Use their savings
· Travel or enjoy hobbies

What Is the Working Class?
The working class includes people who:
· Do manual labor or service jobs
· Often work long hours
· Get paid hourly rather than a yearly salary
· May not have college degrees 


Examples of working-class jobs:
· Factory workers
· Construction workers
· Janitors
· Waiters
· Truck drivers
Countries with a large working class:
· Mexico
· India
· South Africa
· China

What Is Financial Security?
Financial security means having enough money to:
· Pay for living expenses
· Handle emergencies
· Save for the future (like retirement)

Countries with strong financial security for citizens:
· Norway
· Sweden
· Germany
· Canada 

In these countries, governments often provide free healthcare, good pensions, and strong worker protections.





What Is Poverty?
Poverty means not having enough money to meet basic needs like:
· Food
· Shelter
· Clothing
· Education
Where is poverty spread?
· Poverty exists everywhere but is especially common in parts of Africa (like Somalia), South Asia (like India), and Latin America (like Honduras).
Worldwide example of poverty:
· In India, millions live in slums without clean water or good healthcare.

Economic Events That Shift Classes
Major events that cause class shifts:
· COVID-19 pandemic: Many middle-class people lost jobs or businesses and dropped into the working class. 

· The 2008 Financial Crisis: Caused millions to lose homes and fall from the middle class to working class or poverty.
· Wars and political instability: (like the war in Ukraine) destroy economies, pushing many into poverty.

Can We Control Economic Events From Affecting Classes?
It’s hard to completely control economic events, but governments and societies can:  


· Create strong social safety nets (like unemployment benefits)
· Offer free healthcare and education
· Regulate banks and businesses to prevent crashes
· Encourage savings and investment education for citizens
Example:
Countries like Denmark and Sweden have strong protections, so even when bad things happen, fewer people fall into poverty. 

Markets and Money: 

1. How do economic conditions and institutions influence individuals, firms, and governments?
· Economic conditions (like inflation, recession, and growth) affect how people spend, save, or invest money.
· Institutions like banks, the Federal Reserve (the "Fed"), and stock markets guide how money flows.
· Individuals might save more in bad times or spend more in good times.
· Firms (companies) may hire more workers when the economy is strong or lay people off when it’s weak. 
· Governments may spend more money to help the economy recover or raise/lower taxes depending on conditions.  



 
2. What does "Credit" mean?
· Credit is borrowing money to buy something now and agreeing to pay it back later.
· You use credit when you get a loan, use a credit card, or finance a car.
Important: When you use credit, you must pay the bank back — usually with extra money called interest.

3. What is a loan and a mortgage?
· Loan = money you borrow for something (like a car, school, business, etc.).
· Mortgage = a special type of loan for buying a house.
If you don't pay back a loan or mortgage after the agreed time:
· The bank can take back the house or item you bought (this is called foreclosure or repossession).
· Your credit score drops (making it harder to borrow money later).
· You might owe even more money due to penalties. 

4. What is an interest rate? When can you get a good rate?
· Interest Rate = the percentage of extra money you pay the bank for lending you money.
· You can get a good (low) interest rate when: 
· Your credit score is high (you have a good history of paying back).
· The economy is strong and rates are low.




· Fluctuations = ups and downs in the economy, interest rates, stock markets, or prices.
· Economies and markets never stay the same — they rise and fall over time.

6. When is the interest rate high? When is it low?
· High interest rates usually happen when:
· Inflation is high (prices rising fast).
· The government (Fed) wants people to spend less and save more.
· Low interest rates usually happen when:
· The economy is slow or in recession.
· The government wants people to spend more to boost the economy.

7. Interest and the Federal Government
· The Federal Reserve (the Fed) sets a base interest rate.
· All banks use this base rate to decide their own loan rates. 

· If the Fed raises rates, borrowing money becomes more expensive.
· If the Fed lowers rates, borrowing money becomes cheaper. 

8. What is debit and credit? What is the difference?
	Debit
	Credit

	Uses your own money from your bank account.
	Borrowed money you have to pay back later. 



	Comes from a debit card.
	Comes from a credit card.

	You can’t spend more than you have.
	You can spend now and pay later (with interest if you don’t pay it all off).



9. Causes and effects of a country being called a "high-risk borrower"
· Causes:
· Big national debt.
· Political instability.
· Weak economy.
· Effects:
· Other countries and banks charge higher interest rates when lending them money.
· Investors might avoid lending to them.
· Harder to grow their economy.
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