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10th Grade World History Study Guide: Civilizations in the Fertile Crescent , Civilizations in Middle America , and the World of the Incas : 

I. Civilizations Arise in the Fertile Crescent
A. Geography of the Fertile Crescent
· Mesopotamia: The region between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, often called the "Fertile Crescent" because of its rich soil and abundant resources.
· Modern Location: Today, this area is mostly in Iraq.
· Sumer: The first civilization developed around 3300 B.C. in southeastern Mesopotamia, known as Sumer.
· Flooding: The Tigris and Euphrates rivers sometimes overflowed, providing fertile silt, but also causing devastating floods.
B. Geography’s Influence on Development
· The fertile soil allowed for surplus food production, supporting growing populations.
· The lack of natural resources like timber and stone led to the use of clay and water for building materials (like mud bricks).
· This area’s location at the crossroads of Asia, Africa, and Europe made it a hub for trade, culture, and ideas.
C. Sumerians Overcome Environmental Challenges
· Irrigation Systems: Sumerians worked together to build dikes, dams, and irrigation channels to control the rivers and irrigate crops. 





· Social Organization: This collective work led to the development of organized governments, which were initially led by temple priests and later royal officials. 

II. Sumerian Civilization
A. Sumerian City-States
· By 3000 B.C., Sumer had several city-states (independent cities and surrounding territories) like Ur, Uruk, and Lagash.
· City-State Characteristics:
· They often fought for control of land and water.
· Built with clay bricks due to the lack of stone or timber.
B. Sumerian Society and Hierarchy
· Social Structure: Sumerian society had three main classes:
1. Upper Class: Rulers, priests, and officials.
2. Middle Class: Scribes, merchants, and artisans.
3. Lower Class: Peasant farmers and laborers.
· Religion: Sumerians practiced polytheism, believing in many gods. They built ziggurats (temple towers) to honor these gods.
C. Achievements
1. Writing: Cuneiform, the first form of writing, began as pictographs and evolved into wedge-shaped symbols used to record information. 





2. Mathematics: The Sumerians used a base-60 system, influencing modern timekeeping (60 minutes in an hour, 360 degrees in a circle).
3. Astronomy: They developed early methods to track celestial bodies and the seasons.  
  
III. Empires of Mesopotamia
A. Sargon and the Akkadian Empire
· Sargon of Akkad created the first empire in 2300 B.C., conquering the Sumerian city-states.
B. Hammurabi’s Code
· Hammurabi, the king of Babylon, unified Mesopotamia in 1790 B.C. and created the first comprehensive legal code known as Hammurabi's Code.
· The code covered civil and criminal laws and was carved into public pillars.
· The idea was to provide consistency and justice for all people, regardless of their status.
C. Contributions from Other Empires
1. Hittites: Introduced the ironworking technology, leading to the Iron Age.
2. Assyrians: Known for their military power and creating one of the world’s first libraries. They also made advances in glassmaking and developed locks and keys.
3. Babylonians: Under Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonians rebuilt the city of Babylon and advanced knowledge in astronomy  .




4. Persians: Under Darius I, the Persians formed a large empire and promoted unity through:
· Bureaucracy: Provinces governed by local rulers.
· Road systems and coinage to facilitate trade and communication. 

· The Persian prophet Zoroaster introduced monotheism and ideas about heaven, hell, and a final judgment day.
D. Phoenicians
· The Phoenicians were skilled sea traders who created an alphabet that influenced the Greek and modern alphabets.

IV. Key Concepts
1. How geography influenced Sumerian development:
· Fertile soil from the flooding of the rivers supported agriculture.
· Lack of natural building resources led to the use of clay for bricks.
· Location at the crossroads of three continents allowed for trade and cultural exchange.
2. Natural Features That Limited Expansion:
· The deserts surrounding Mesopotamia and the lack of natural barriers (mountains) made the region vulnerable to invasions but also facilitated trade. 




3. Sumerian Social Hierarchy:
· Indicates that society was highly organized, with distinct roles for rulers, priests, merchants, and farmers.
4. Cuneiform's Role in Communication:
· Allowed Sumerians to record transactions, laws, and stories, such as the Epic of Gilgamesh, which preserved knowledge and culture. 
5. Hammurabi's Code: 
· The written legal code created unity and fairness in Babylonian society. Its lasting legacy is the idea of a codified, publicly accessible legal system.
6. The Role of Iron Tools:
· Iron tools were stronger and sharper than bronze or copper tools, which helped revolutionize agriculture, military technology, and craftsmanship.

Review Questions :
1. How did geography help Sumer to develop?
· Fertile soil from the rivers allowed for agriculture, while its position between continents enabled trade.
2. What major contributions to learning were made by Sumerians?
· Writing (cuneiform), mathematics (base-60 system), astronomy, and architectural innovations. 





3. Who was Sargon?
· The first ruler of the Akkadian Empire, who conquered Sumer and created the world’s first empire.
4. How did Darius I encourage unity in the Persian Empire?
· Through a system of provinces, road-building, and the promotion of coinage for trade. 
5. What was the greatest achievement of the Phoenicians?  
· The creation of the alphabet, which influenced modern writing systems.
6. What was the most important legacy of Hammurabi’s Code?
· It was the first known written legal code that applied to all people, creating a foundation for future legal systems.
7. What were the contributions of the Hittites, Assyrians, and Babylonians?
· Hittites: Ironworking technology; Assyrians: Military organization and libraries; Babylonians: Advances in astronomy. 

 Civilizations in Middle and South America :

1. Early Settlement of the Americas
· When:
Most scholars believe humans arrived in the Americas  
· 
· 
· 
· between 15,000 and 30,000 years ago, during the last Ice Age.
· Where:
Early people crossed the land bridge called Beringia, connecting Siberia to Alaska, and gradually migrated south across North America into Central and South America. 

· Why Scholars Disagree:
New archaeological evidence (like sites in South America) suggests humans may have arrived earlier than thought and possibly traveled by boat along the Pacific coast. This complicates the story and creates different theories.
2. The Rise of the Olmec Civilization
· Time Period: c. 1200 BCE to 400 BCE
· Location: Southern Gulf Coast of Mexico, mainly in modern-day Veracruz and Tabasco.
· Major Features:
· Built the first major civilization in Mesoamerica.
· Created large ceremonial centers (La Venta, San Lorenzo).
· Famous for colossal stone heads (up to 10 feet tall!).
· Developed early forms of hieroglyphic writing and a calendar.  




· Introduced the ballgame and ritual bloodletting traditions.
· Mystery of Their Origins:
· Archaeologists don't know exactly where the Olmec came from because written records are scarce.
· Their language isn't fully understood, and many Olmec sites remain undiscovered or not fully excavated. 

· Olmec Influence:
· Passed on ideas about writing, religion, architecture, and art to later cultures like the Maya and Aztec.
3. The Maya Civilization
· Time Period: c. 2000 BCE – 1697 CE (height: 250–900 CE).
· Location: Modern Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, and El Salvador.
Major Developments:
· Writing: Developed the most sophisticated hieroglyphic writing system in the Americas.
· Mathematics: Invented the concept of zero.
· Astronomy: Charted planets and stars with incredible precision.
· Architecture: Built stepped pyramids, palaces, and observatories. 


· Calendar Systems: Invented three interconnected calendars for religion and farming.
Cultural Life (Huge Explanation)
· Art and Architecture:
· Carvings, ceramics, murals showed mythology and daily life.
· Pyramids and ball courts were the center of city life. 

· Economy:
· Agriculture was the backbone (main crops: maize, beans, squash, cacao).
· Extensive trade networks (jade, feathers, obsidian).
· Writing and Literature:
· Glyphs carved into stone monuments.
· Books made of bark-paper, called codices.
· Sports:
· Played a ceremonial ball game (Pok-ta-Pok) that sometimes ended with sacrifices.
Social Life
· Hierarchy:
· King (Ajaw) → Nobles → Priests → Merchants/Artisans → Farmers → Slaves.
Religious Life
· Polytheistic: Believed in gods for nature (sun, rain, maize, death).
· Sacrifices: Bloodletting and human sacrifices to nourish the gods.




· Sacred Caves: Believed caves were entrances to the underworld (Xibalba).
Political Life
· City-States: Each ruled independently by a king.
· No Central Government:
· City-states like Tikal, Palenque, and Copán had alliances or wars with each other.
· Kingship was divine; rulers claimed their right to rule came from the gods. 
4. The Maya Calendar Systems
· Tzolk'in (Sacred Calendar):
· 260 days.
· Used for religious ceremonies and divination.
· Haab' (Solar Calendar):
· 365 days.
· Marked agricultural cycles.
· Calendar Round:
· A combination of Tzolk'in and Haab'.
· 52-year cycle, after which both calendars aligned again.
· Importance of Working Together (Math + Astronomy):
· To align rituals with important solar and celestial events.
· To maintain religious and political power by predicting events like eclipses.








5. The Aztec Civilization
· Time Period: c. 1325–1521 CE.
· Location: Central Mexico.
Major Developments:
· Built Tenochtitlán (now Mexico City) on a lake using causeways and chinampas (floating gardens).
· Created a powerful empire through military conquest and a tribute system. 

Government and Society :
· Government:
· Emperor was the absolute ruler (believed to be semi-divine).
· Nobles advised and helped govern.
· Tribute was collected from conquered territories.
· Society:
· Emperor → Nobles → Warriors → Commoners (farmers, artisans) → Serfs → Slaves.
· Merchants (pochteca) were important and respected because they also acted as spies.
Religion and Mythology
· Polytheistic:
· Worshipped gods like Huitzilopochtli (war/sun) and Tlaloc (rain).
· Human Sacrifice:
· Believed it was needed to keep the sun moving.
· Victims often came from war captives. 




· Mythology:
· Believed in a cycle of creations and destructions.
· Thought they lived in the "Fifth Sun" era — doomed to end.
6. The World of the Incas
· Time Period: c. 1400–1532 CE.
· Location: Andes Mountains (Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, Chile). 

Major Developments:
· Built an extensive empire (the Tawantinsuyu) connected by 25,000 miles of roads.
· Used a quipu (knotted string system) for record-keeping.
· Terraced farming to grow crops on mountainsides.
7. Early Cultures of the Andes
Chavín Culture (c. 900–200 BCE)
· Location: Highlands of Peru.
· Achievements:
· Religious movement centered at Chavín de Huantar.
· Art combined human and animal forms (jaguars, eagles, snakes). 

Moche Culture (c. 100–700 CE)
· Location: Northern Peru.
· Achievements:
· Advanced irrigation systems. 



· Elaborate pottery showing scenes of daily life, warriors, and ceremonies.
· Impressive metalwork (gold and silver). 

How They Influenced Later Cultures
· Chavín: Unified diverse groups under a common religion — a model later used by the Inca.
· Moche: Advanced agricultural practices and artistic styles were absorbed by later Andean societies.
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