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BACCALAUREATE SCHOOLS





                8th Grade English

2 Semester Final Exam
Study Sheet

1. Is Personal Intelligence Important? (Savvas Online, Print out)
         Genre: Argumentative Essay
           Background
      
Psychology isn’t just about the study of mental illness, and it isn’t 
about reading people’s 

minds! As with other sciences, psychology uses evidence from research to develop and 
assess theories. Psychologists study the various factors—both biological and social—that 
influence behavior. They explore the ways in which people think and learn, and 


the ways in which they differ.
1. Comprehension Check


1. What is personal intelligence?
	___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________





2. How might personal intelligence help us choose whom to ask for a favor?

	___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________




3. According to the article, what is a “blind spot”?
	___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________




4. According to the article, what occupations would take advantage of the skills of people with high personal intelligence?
	___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________




5. Confirm your understanding of the argument by writing a brief summary of it.
	___________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________


*Answers can be found on the last page

2. Grammar (461 + Worksheet + Quiz sheet)
Subject Complements One essential tool for Allende and other

writers is the subject complement, which allows a writer to define or

describe the subject of a sentence.
A linking verb connects its subject to a subject complement. A subject

complement is a noun, a pronoun, or an adjective that follows a linking

verb and tells something about the subject.

2. Nikola Tesla (page 489)
Genre: Biography
          Background
          At the end of the nineteenth century, electricity was a new technology.

          At this time, very few people had access to electric lighting, and most

          people used coal, gas, and steam power for energy. Today, electricity

          has become a common utility because of inventors like Nikola Tesla and

          Thomas Edison.
  1.  Concept Vocabulary (page 488) 
	Word
	Definition

	1. Engineer
	someone who applies knowledge to solve

technical problems

	2. Generator
	machines that produce

electricity

	3. Current
	describes the flow of

electricity


2. Comprehension Check (page 490)
           Practice answering these questions and the answer that are written in

           your book.
      1. Why did Tesla’s teachers sometimes think he was cheating?

     _________________________________________________________


 2. Why did Tesla leave Edison’s company?
                _________________________________________________________


 3. Why does Tesla Motors use Tesla’s name?
                _________________________________________________________

3. Word Study (page 491 + Worksheet)

Multiple-Meaning Words Many English words have more than one meaning. In “Nikola Tesla: The Greatest Inventor of All?,” the word current refers to an electrical current, which is the flow of electricity through a wire. In this context, current is a technical word with a definition specific to the fields of science, electricity, and physics. Use a dictionary to look up other definitions of the word current, and record the meaning and the part of speech for each.
4. Analyze Craft and Structure (Page 492 + Worksheet)
Text Structure: Biographical Writing Biographical writing is a type

of nonfiction in which the author tells about important events in the life

of another person.
5. Grammar (page 461 + Worksheet)
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Commas and Semicolons Effective writers use commas and semicolons

correctly. Here are some guidelines for using commas and semicolons.
3. 25 Years Later, Hubble Sees Beyond Troubled Start (page 511)
      Genre: Science Article
      Background
      Lyman Spitzer Jr. (1914–1997), whose ideas inspired the creation of the

      Hubble Space Telescope, achieved great success as an astrophysicist. He

      studied space astronomy, star clusters, and the physics of stars. Not only

      did he propose the creation of a space telescope, he did so a decade before 
      the first satellite had been launched.
1.  Concept Vocabulary (page 510 + Worksheet)
	Word
	Definition

	1. Dismay
	alarm, concern, or distress

	2. Controversy 
	A dispute

	3. Outcry
	A strong public response


2. Comprehension Check (515)
      Practice answering these questions and check answers from Worksheet

1. When was the Hubble Space Telescope launched into space?
     ___________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What advantage does a telescope in space have over one located on the 
    ground?
     ___________________________________________________________________________________________

3. A laughingstock is the subject of a joke or an object of ridicule. 
    According to the article, what flaw made Hubble a “laughingstock”?
    ___________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What is Hubble’s most recent image?     
      ___________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Word Study (page 516 + Worksheet)
latin Root: -vers- The word controversy contains the Latin root -vers which

means “to turn.” It also includes a variation of the Latin prefix

contra-, which means “against” or “in opposition.”

4. Analyze Craft and Structure (page 501 + Worksheet)

Author’s Purpose: Diction and Tone An author’s purpose for writing is

the reason he or she writes.
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5. Grammar

Direct and Indirect Objects Writers use objects to show whom or what

is affected by a verb’s action. 

A direct object is a noun or pronoun that receives the action of the verb. A direct object answers the question Whom? or What? after an action verb.

An indirect object is a noun or pronoun that comes after an action verb

and names the person or thing to which or for which something is done.

To find the indirect object, first find the direct object of the verb. Then,

ask: To whom? For whom? To what? or For what? The indirect object will

almost always come between the verb and the direct object.
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6. Grammar

    Dashes and Ellipses (page 518 + Worksheet)

• An ellipsis ( . . . ) shows something is missing from a quoted passage. It 

   can also show a pause or an interruption in speech.

• A dash (—) shows a strong, sudden break in thought or speech.

This chart shows some common reasons why authors use an ellipsis

or a dash.
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1. The following quotations are passages from the news article. Use


     an ellipsis to omit a portion of each quotation without altering

               the meaning.



a. “Few icons of science have had such a perilous existence, 

                         surviving political storms, physical calamities, and the simple 

               passage of time 
in the service of cosmic exploration.”



b. “The telescope has been reborn again and again over the years,


                thanks to the efforts of astronaut servicing crews.”


2. Review the selection, and find at least two sentences in which the

               author uses dashes. Record the sentence, and determine the reason

              the author used dashes based on the information in the chart.

* Answers to the above

1. (a) “Few icons of science have had such a perilous existence, ….” (b)   

     “The telescope has been reborn …, thanks to the efforts of astronaut

      servicing crews.”

2. From paragraph 6: 
“Instead, within days it became a laughingstock—a ‘technoturkey,’ in the words of some of its critics.” The author uses a dash in place of other words, such as that is. 

From paragraph 11, 

“Three years later, the space shuttle Endeavor and a repair crew led

by Story Musgrave—astronaut, pilot, surgeon, spacewalker, and Zen gardener—rode to the rescue.” The author uses a dash to set off a

nonrestrictive element.

Answers to Personal Intelligence Check for Comprehension
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Is Personal Intelligence Important?

1.
Personal intelligence is the capacity to reason about personality as a whole, both our own and others’.

2.
Our personal intelligence helps us choose someone who is sympathetic, modest and most likely to help us, rather than someone who is unfriendly.

3.
A “blind spot” is something we don’t know about ourselves or about others. 


4.
human resources and counseling 


5.
Students’ summaries should include information about the author’s proposition that personal intelligence is one of the broad intelligences, what personal intelligence encompasses, and why it is important both individually and to society.
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