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8th Grade English

Unit 5 Inventions
“Nikola Tesla”
Worksheets

                               


                                                       By Mr. Jamal Othman






 MULTIPLE-MEANING WORDS
Many words in English have more than one meaning. For example, the adjective wet means, “covered in water.”  As a verb, wet means “to cover or touch with liquid.” You can use the context of a sentence or paragraph to determine how a word is used and which meaning to apply.
	A. Directions: Read each sentence. Then, choose the definition that best matches 
the use of the underlined word.
	1.	Michael had to bolt out of the house when he realized he was late.
		A. run away suddenly				B. a metal pin or bar
	2.	Keisha wanted her piano recital to go well, so she stayed home to practice.
		A. perform repeatedly in order to improve	B. the business of a lawyer
	3.	Ahmed stayed in his room all day working on his novel.
		A. a fictitious narrative of book length	B. new; not seen before
	4.	Lauren didn’t harbor any ill-will toward her brother after they made amends.
		A. a place on a coast where vessels find shelter	B. keep in one’s mind
	B. Directions: Choose the correct underlined word from Part A to complete each sentence below. Then, write the meaning of the word that fits the context of the sentence.
	1.	The scientist developed a __________ way of producing electric power. 
		Meaning of Word:      		
	2.	Lucia anchored her boat in the __________.
		Meaning of Word:      	
	3.	Tosha opened up her own __________ after leaving the corporate firm.
		Meaning of Word:      	
	4.	Marcus attached a __________ to the barn door to keep it closed. 
		Meaning of Word:      	
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 MULTIPLE-MEANING WORDS
	A. Directions: Read each sentence. Then, write the meaning of the underlined word as it is used in the context of the sentence. Use a dictionary if needed.
	1.	Julia has an old ink press in her basement. 
		Meaning:      	
	2.	Nico sat in the shade of the giant oak tree while eating his lunch. 
		Meaning:      	
	3.	When the delivery driver pulled into the driveway, our dog Max began to bark. 
		Meaning:      	
	4.	Taylor couldn’t stomach the thought of losing. 
		Meaning:      	

	B. Directions: Use each of the words from Part A in a new sentence using a different meaning.
[bookmark: Text14]	1.	press      	
[bookmark: Text15]	2.	shade      	
[bookmark: Text16]	3.	bark      	
[bookmark: Text17]	4.	stomach      	

	C. Directions: On the lines below, write two sentences for the multiple-meaning word score. Be sure to use a different meaning of the word in each sentence.
		1.      	
		     	
		2.      	

		     	
		






 
Nikola Tesla: The Greatest Inventor of All?
Vicky Baez
WORD LIST
	engineer             generators              current


	A. Directions: In each of the following items, think about the meaning of the italicized word. Then, answer the question.
	1.	Would you hire an engineer to decorate the inside of a new building? Why or why not? _______________________________________________________
	_______________________________________________________________
	2.	True or false: A generator is used to shut something off. Explain.
	______________________________________________________________
	3.	True or false: Tesla thought that electric current would stop energy from flowing through wires. Explain. _____________________________________
	_______________________________________________________________
		
B. WORD STUDY: Many words in English have more than one meaning. The noun vent, for example, can refer to “an opening that allows air, gas, or liquid to pass through it.” The verb vent means “give free expression (to a strong emotion).” You can use the context of a sentence or paragraph to determine how a word is used and which meaning to apply. Provide two different definitions for the words below and use one in a sentence for each.
[bookmark: Text30]		1. water =     	
[bookmark: Text24]		   water =     	
[bookmark: Text25]		   Sentence:      	
[bookmark: Text26]		2. heat =      	
[bookmark: Text27]		   heat =      	
[bookmark: Text28]		  Sentence:      	










 BIOGRAPHICAL WRITING
Nikola Tesla: The Greatest Inventor of All?
Vicky Baez
Biographical writing is a type of nonfiction in which an author relates the important facts and events from a person’s life. Biographies are research-based and are written in the third person, using the pronouns he, she, they, and so on. Authors of biographies strive for factual accuracy in their work and are usually objective (factual, not influenced by personal feelings), but they also want to engage readers with an interesting story. 
A biography is typically written in chronological order: Events are presented in time order, or the order in which they occurred. However, paragraphs within a biography may use other organizational structures, such as compare-and-contrast (an analysis of the similarities and differences between items) or cause-and-effect (an explanation of why something happens and how it affects other things).
Directions: Answer the following questions about “Nikola Tesla: The Greatest Inventor of All?” Use textual evidence from the selection to support your responses.
	1.	What makes this selection biographical?
	     


	2.	Is the selection told in chronological order? Explain your answer. 
	     


	3.	Read the following excerpt from paragraph 3 of “Nikola Tesla: The Greatest Inventor of All?” Then, explain the effect of Tesla’s boss writing him a letter of recommendation. 
“In 1884, he [Tesla] moved to New York City. He came with a letter of recommendation to Thomas Edison from one of his bosses. The letter is claimed to have said, ‘I know two great men and you are one of them; the other is this young man.’” 
	     


	4.	What is the cause of Tesla quitting his job with Edison?
	     


	5.	In paragraph 5 of the selection, what is being compared and contrasted?
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Nikola Tesla: The Greatest Inventor of All? 
Vicky Baez
Directions: Respond to these questions. Use textual evidence to support your responses.
	1.	Infer What do the details in paragraphs 1 through 3 suggest about Tesla’s personality and abilities?
	[bookmark: Text11]     
     

	     
[bookmark: Text12]     


	2.	Analyze Cause and Effect (a) What was the cause of the falling out between Tesla and Edison in 1885? (b) What did Tesla do as a result?
	     
     

	     
[bookmark: Text13]     


	3.	(a) What was the “War of the Currents”? (b) Connect What modern technology “war” is similar to that of the “War of the Currents”?
	     
     

	     
[bookmark: Text18]     


	4.	(a) Speculate Why might Tesla have died penniless? (b) How might you confirm your speculation about Tesla’s dying in poverty? What resources might you consult?
	     
[bookmark: Text19]     
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