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Is Personal Intelligence Important? 
John D. Mayer, Ph.D.
Directions: Complete the following items after you finish your first read.
	1. What is personal intelligence?
	___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________



	2. How might personal intelligence help us choose whom to ask for a favor?
	___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________


	3. According to the article, what is a “blind spot”?
	___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________


	4. According to the article, what occupations would take advantage of the skills of people with high personal intelligence?
	___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________


	5. Confirm your understanding of the argument by writing a brief summary of it.
	___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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Is Personal Intelligence Important?
John D. Mayer, Ph.D.
Directions: Respond to these questions. Use textual evidence to support your responses.
	1. (a) What argument is Mayer making? (b) Evaluate Do you think the title of the essay suits Mayer’s purpose?
	_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

	_____________________________________________________________________________


	2. Analyze (a) What kind of support is provided in paragraphs 3 and 4? (b) Draw Conclusions Why do you think Mayer decided to include this type of support?
	_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
	
	

	_________________________________________________________________________________________
	
	


	3. (a) What main idea about the value of intelligence does Mayer put forth in paragraphs 6 and 7? (b) Analyze What purpose do these paragraphs serve?
	_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
	
	

	_________________________________________________________________________________________
	
	


	4. Make a Judgment Mayer sums up his argument in the final paragraph. How effective is his summation? Explain. 
	_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
	
	

	_________________________________________________________________________________________
	
	


	5. Essential Question: In what ways can people be intelligent? What has this argument taught you about different modes of intelligence? 
	_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
	
	

	_________________________________________________________________________________________
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