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8th Grade English

Unit 5 Inventions
“25 Years Later, Hubble Sees Beyond”
Worksheets

                               


                                                       By Mr. Jamal Othman





25 Years Later, Hubble Sees Beyond Troubled Start 
Dennis Overbye
Directions: Respond to these questions. Use evidence from the text to support your responses.
	1.	Analyze (a) What is the author’s purpose for writing this article? (b) How does the article’s text structure help the author achieve his purpose?
	[bookmark: Text11]     
[bookmark: Text15]     
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	2.	Analyze What is the author’s tone as he speaks of NASA in paragraphs 5 and 6? What details help to reveal that attitude?
	     
[bookmark: Text16]     

	     
[bookmark: Text13]     


	3.	Evaluate Is the information provided in paragraphs 14, 15, and 16 primarily fact or opinion? What basic idea do these details support?
	     
[bookmark: Text17]     
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	4.	Make a Judgment Do you agree with the author’s final statement, posed in paragraph 32? Why or why not?
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 AUTHOR’S PURPOSE: DICTION AND TONE
25 Years Later, Hubble Sees Beyond Troubled Start
Dennis Overbye
An author’s purpose is his or her reason for writing. An author may write to inform, persuade, or entertain (or some combination of these). An author’s choice of diction and tone is based on his or her purpose for writing.  
• Diction: This refers to the author’s word choice. Depending on the author’s purpose and audience, the diction may be formal, informal, plain, elaborate, abstract, concrete, ordinary, technical, sophisticated, old-fashioned, slangy, and so on.
• Tone: This is the author’s attitude toward his or her subject and audience. It is created through diction and can often be described by a single adjective, such as formal, informal, serious, playful, gentle, bitter, naïve, ironic, sympathetic, critical, friendly, and so on. 
If, for example, an author’s purpose is to entertain and inform, he or she may use informal and direct diction and create a lighthearted, friendly tone. If an author were writing a memorial, he or she would use formal diction and create a serious, somber tone. 
Directions: Answer the following questions about “25 Years Later, Hubble Sees Beyond Troubled Start.” Use text evidence to support your responses.
1. How would you describe the diction, or word choice, of the selection? Are the words easy to understand or more formal?
	     


2. How would you describe the tone? What is the author’s attitude toward readers? What is the author’s attitude toward the subject?
	     


3. What effect is the author trying to achieve with the diction he uses and the tone he creates?
	     














 DASHES AND ELLIPSES
25 Years Later, Hubble Sees Beyond Troubled Start
Dennis Overbye
A dash ( — ) is used to show a strong, sudden break in thought or speech. Here are some other ways in which it is used:
• to set off nonrestrictive elements (information not essential to the meaning of the sentence ) when there is a sudden break in thought 
• in place of a word or phrase (such as in other words, namely, or that is) that comes before an explanation
An ellipsis ( . . . ) shows that you have chosen to leave out a word or words from a quoted passage. It can also show the following:
	• a pause in thought because of uncertainty or confusion
	• an interruption in speech
	• a series that continues beyond the items mentioned
	• an action occurring or time passing in a narrative
        A. DIRECTIONS: Insert a dash or dashes where needed in the following sentences.	
	1.	It’s amazing the space shuttle was ever launched it was almost canceled twice before being sent off.
	2.	The telescope was given a nickname the technoturkey because it couldn’t be focused.
	3.	The leader of the space shuttle Endeavor was Story Musgrave astronaut, pilot, surgeon, spacewalker, and Zen gardener.
	4.	Fomalhaut b a distant planet was photographed by the Hubble telescope.
	5.	Hubble’s successor the James Webb Space Telescope was scheduled to be launched in 2018.
        B. DIRECTIONS:For each item, insert an ellipsis where needed.
	1.	Astronomer Lyman Spitzer, Jr. had a dream and many years later he fulfilled it.
	2.	Many had to be convinced to believe in the space shuttle: NASA, the astronomical community, Congress
	3.	The Hubble telescope was able to capture images beyond our wildest imaginations
	4.	I wonder what was it was like to be Dr. Grunsfeld, the last human to touch the telescope?
	5.	Who knows the Hubble telescope may capture even more interesting images in the years to come.
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 LATIN ROOT -VERS-
The Latin root -vers- means “to turn.” For instance, the word subversive means “to undermine or overthrow.” It comes from the Latin word subversius, meaning “from below to turn.”
	A.	DIRECTIONS: Each word below uses the Latin root -vers-. Choose the word that fits in each sentence, and write it on the line. Use a dictionary for help if needed.
		versus   •   universe   •   reverse   •   diverse   •   version   •   conversation
	1.	Shandra has      	 interests in music: She listens to country, jazz, rock, and hip-hop. 
	2.	The judge did not      	 his decision after hearing new evidence in the appeal.
	3.	We had a discussion about the health benefits of running on the road      	 using an elliptical machine.
	4.	My      	 of the story was much better than my brother’s.
	5.	I hadn’t seen Dawson in a couple years, so it was nice to sit at a coffee shop and just let the      	 flow.
	6.	I felt you could see the whole      	 from sitting on top 
of that mountain.
	B.	DIRECTIONS: Reread the sentences in Part A. Then, match each word below with its definition by writing the letter of the correct answer choice on the line. 
1. ____ versus		A. to go the opposite way
2. ____ universe		B. differing from one another
3. ____ reverse		C. all existing matter and space considered as a whole
4. ____ diverse		D. the informal exchange of ideas by spoken words
5. ____ version		E. an account from a particular person's point of view
6. ____ conversation		F. as opposed to; in contrast to
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 LATIN ROOT -VERS-
 (
versatility
verse
diversion
controversial
)	A.	DIRECTIONS: Select the correct word from the box on the right to complete each sentence. Use a dictionary for help if needed.
	1.	Felix showed his _______________ by playing every position on 
the field.
	2.	Angela had a difficult time coming up with the third _______________ of her song.
	3.	The decision to end the game was very _______________ and was debated among experts for months afterward.
	4.	A lunchtime walk is a great _______________ from work.
	b.	DIRECTIONS: Use each of the following words in a complete sentence. Use a dictionary for help if needed.
1. adversary: _______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
2. universally: ______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
3. reversion: ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
4. adversity: ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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