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  AUTHOR’S PURPOSE: WORD CHOICE AND HUMOR

A Work in Progress

Aimee Mullins

Humorous writing has two basic functions. The first function is to amuse and entertain. The second function goes beyond amusement, because humorous writing often also has a serious purpose. Since humor is usually based on some kind of insight or truth, humorous writing is a good way to communicate a difficult point. Some literary techniques that authors use to create humor are:

•   Hyperbole, which involves the use of exaggeration for humorous effect. 

 Example: Her smile was a mile wide.

•   Incongruity is something is out of place or inappropriate for a situation or setting. 


Example: a dog driving a car

•   Comic diction uses word play and creates images to amuse and inform. 

Example: The roundest knight at King Arthur’s table is Sir Cumference.
DIRECTIONS: Identify each passage below from “A Work in Progress” as hyperbole, comic diction, or absurdity. Some examples may use more than one device. Explain your answers.

1.
And I’m thinking, My parents are gonna kill me. I broke my leg!


     

     



2.
The “skin color” was the rubber foam foot painted “Caucasian,” which is the nastiest shade of nuclear peach that you’ve ever seen in your life. 


     

     



3.
And all I could think to do was pop off these legs and put one under each armpit, with the peach feet sticking up, and just bob, thinking, Someone’s gotta find me.


     

     



4.
But then we’re at the Jersey Shore one summer. By the time we get there, there’s three hundred yards of towels between me and the sea.
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