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 INFORMAL GRAMMAR

A Work in Progress

Aimee Mullins

Authors and public speakers sometimes use informal grammar, or casual language rules, to connect with their audience. Some features of informal grammar are:


•
Colloquial Contractions  Words such as gonna (going to), wanna (want to), and kinda (kind of) combine two words in a way that imitates casual conversation.

•
Informal Transitions  Casual words and phrases such as man, I’m like, so there I was, and you know are used to link ideas or create emphasis.

•
Introductory Conjunctions  Starting sentences with the conjunctions and, but, or so can smooth the transition from one sentence to another in informal speech, even though they are discouraged in more formal writing.

A.
Directions: The sentences below are from “A Work in Progress.” Underline the informal grammar in each sentence.

1.
And I had always managed to get through life with somewhat of a positive attitude...  

2.
You know, okay, I’m not normal.  


3.
...everybody’s complimenting me on how nice I look in this dress, and I’m like, “Really? You think I look nice?” 

B.

Directions: Rewrite the sentences below, taken from “A Work in Progress,” to follow standard English grammar rules.


1.
So at some point I get caught in a rip current...


2.
You’re not supposed to swim in the wooden legs, because, you know, the wood rots out.


3.
This is a revelation, right? This is gonna change my life.
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