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7th Grade English

Unit 5 Literature
“A Young Tinkerer Builds a Windmill”
Worksheets

                               


                                                       By Mr. Jamal Othman


  ETYMOLOGY
The etymology of a word is its origin, or where it came from. A word’s etymology shows the language in which the word started, the other languages that used and changed the word, and how the meanings have changed over time. Understanding a word’s origins can help you understand and remember the word’s meaning. 

Here is an example: The word educate in Middle English was educaten. It came from the Latin word educere, which was formed from the Latin prefix e-, meaning “out,” and the Latin verb ducere, meaning “to lead.” Thus, educate literally means “to lead out.” The modern meaning is “to develop the mind, knowledge, or skill (of someone); to teach or instruct.” 

For some words, the meaning of the original word and the modern English meaning are very similar. For others, the original meaning and the modern meaning will not be so similar.

A. DIRECTIONS: Use a reliable print or online dictionary to find the origin of each word in the box. Then, write each word on the line next to its origin.

	    absorb   •   chivalry   •   false   •   scant   



1.		 Latin falsus, past participle of fallere, “to deceive”
2.		 Old French chevalerie, from chevaler, “knight,” from cheval, “horse”
3.		 Latin absorbere (ab- “from” + sorbere, “to take in”)
4.		 Old Norse skamt, from skammr, “short”

B. directions: Match each word with the information about its etymology by writing the correct letter on the line.

	[bookmark: Text2]1. 	 perimeter
	a. from the Latin praematurus (prae-, “before” + maturus,	“seasonable; ripe; mature”)

	2. 	 detour
	b. from the Middle English caucioun, from the Latin 
	cavere, “to be on one’s guard”

	3. 	 caution
	c. from the Latin perimetros, from the Greek peri-
	(“around”) + metron (“measure”)

	4. 	 premature
	d. from the French détourner, “to turn aside,” from the Old
	French destourner (des-, “away” + tourner, “turn”)
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  ETYMOLOGY
A. DIRECTIONS: Study each word and its origin. Then, write a short definition of the word, and briefly explain how the origin may have led to the word’s modern meaning. Use a dictionary, if necessary.

1.	dialogue: Greek dialogos from dialegesthai, “to discourse; talk” (from dia-, “between” + legein, “to choose; talk”) 	
	
	
2.	ancestor: Latin antecessor, “one who goes before,” past participle of antecedere (ante-, “before” + decere, “to go”) 	
	
	
3.	demonstrate: Latin demonstrare, “to point out; show” (de-, “out; from” + monstrare, “to show”) 	
	
	
4.	motto: Italian motto, “a word,” from Latin muttum, “grunt; muttering” 	
	
	

B. directions: Fill in each blank with the word from part A whose meaning fits the sentence.
1.	The TV chef will 	 how to marinate and grill the salmon.
2.	Often a healthy 	 can help resolve disagreements.
3.	Our debate team has chosen the 	 “Always With Reason.”
4.	Becky was surprised to find that an 	 on her father’s side of the family fought in the United States Civil War.









A Young Tinkerer Builds a Windmill, Electrifying a Nation
Sarah Childress
WORD LIST
	scarcity        desire        attempts


	A.	Directions: In each of the following items, think about the meaning of the italicized word or phrase, and then answer the question.
	1.	If there is a scarcity of corn does that mean there is a surplus supply of corn?
Explain your answer. _____________________________________________
2.	True or false? Wish and desire are synonyms. Explain your answer.
	
	3.	If a person attempts something, are they trying or giving up? ______________________________________________________________
	B.	Word Study: The etymology of a word is its origin. Etymologies show how words enter the English language and how they change over time. For example, the word graphic comes from the Greek graphikos, meaning “of or for writing; belonging to drawing.” Knowing this, you can gain a better understanding of the word biographic. Using a dictionary, write the etymology of the following words. Then, use each word in a complete sentence.
[bookmark: Text19]	1.	solar:      	
		     	
[bookmark: Text20]	2.	attract:      	
		     	
	3.	dental:       	
			     	
	4.	luminous:      	
			     	




 TEXT STRUCTURE: BIOGRAPHICAL WRITING
A Young Tinkerer Builds a Windmill, Electrifying a Nation
Sarah Childress
Biographical writing is a type of narrative nonfiction that tells the story of a person’s life. Elements of biographical writing include:
· a real-life person as subject and a story-like narrative 
· factual information about the setting and context
· details and descriptions that help develop the subject character
· direct quotations, a person’s exact words, from the subject and other people that have a relationship with or significant knowledge of the subject, such as a close friend or a historian
· the use of narrative pacing, which is the way an author shapes the flow of information in a text
DIRECTIONS: Identify characteristics of biographical writing in “A Young Tinkerer Builds a Windmill, Electrifying a Nation.”

1.   What features indicate that the selection is biographical writing? ___________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
2.   List three details about William Kamkwamba that are revealed in the selection. ___
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
3.   List at least two direct quotations from the selection and who said each. ___________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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Directions: Respond to these questions. Use textual evidence to support your responses.
	1.	Assess Why do you think no one built windmills in Masitala before Mr. Kamkwamba got the idea to build them? 
	[bookmark: Text11]     
[bookmark: Text15]     

	     
[bookmark: Text12]     


	2.	Connect Why did Mr. Kamkwamba have extra time to read when he was not helping on the farm?
	     
[bookmark: Text16]     

	     
[bookmark: Text13]     


	3.	(a) Speculate Why do you think Mr. Kamkwamba behaved differently from the other students in his school? (b) Support What details from the selection support your answer?
	     
[bookmark: Text17]     

	     
[bookmark: Text18]     


	4.	Predict What do you think Mr. Kamkwamba will do in the future now that he has had such success with his windmills? 
	     
     

	     
[bookmark: Text14]     




image3.png
CONCEPT VOCABULARY AND WORD STUDY




image4.png
ANALYZE CRAFT AND STRUCTURE




image5.png
TEXT QUESTIONS :




image1.png
7 Lygllaudl yuylag

BACCALAUREATE SCHOOLS





image2.png
WORD STUDY




