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6th Grade English Study Guide – Unit2 : Animal Allies

Lesson 1: Hachiko – The Story of a Loyal Dog
Background of the Lesson
· This story is based on a real dog named Hachiko, who lived in Tokyo, Japan, in the early 20th century.
· Hachiko became famous for his loyalty. Every day, he waited at Shibuya Station for his owner, Dr. Ueno, to return from work.
· Even after Dr. Ueno passed away unexpectedly, Hachiko continued waiting at the station every day for nearly 10 years.
· The story is a blend of historical fact and fiction. While Hachiko and Dr. Ueno are real, characters like Kentaro and his family are fictional, included to help readers connect with Hachiko’s story.
· Theme: Loyalty, devotion, and the special bond between humans and animals.
Author
· Pamela Turner – known for writing engaging historical fiction for children and young adults.
Vocabulary and Word Study
· thoughtfully – showing careful consideration or attention
· silently – without noise
· timidly – in a shy or cautious manner
· anxiously – with worry or concern
· patiently – with calm endurance
Practice:
· Write a sentence using each word, showing the action it modifies. Example:
Kentaro asked Hachiko’s name timidly, afraid the dog might bark.
Word Study – Suffix -ly:
· Converts adjectives into adverbs (describes how an action occurs).
             timid → timidly, patient → patiently, anxious → anxiously
· Adverbs of manner tell how an action is done.

Analyze Craft and Structure: Historical Fiction
Definition:
· Historical fiction is a story that combines real events, people, or places from the past with fictional elements.
· It helps readers understand history through engaging stories.
Key Elements in Hachiko:
1. Setting:
· Early 20th century Tokyo, Japan; Shibuya Station is real.
· Fictional characters (Kentaro and his family) are used to show ordinary people interacting with Hachiko.
2. Conflict:
· Hachiko faces the emotional conflict of waiting for Dr. Ueno, even after his death.
· Kentaro experiences conflict in understanding why the dog keeps waiting.
3. Theme:
· Loyalty, devotion, and the bond between humans and animals.
Practice Questions:
1. How does the setting at the beginning compare to the description of Shibuya Station at the end?
2. What details show the loyalty between Hachiko and the other characters?
3. How do both Hachiko and Kentaro respond to the conflict after Dr. Ueno’s death?

Grammar: Capitalization and Spelling
Capitalization Rules:
· First word in a sentence → Hachiko waited at the station every day.
· First word in dialogue → “Do you think Hachiko knows Dr. Ueno died?”
· Pronoun “I” → I went to see Hachiko.
· Proper nouns → Shibuya Station, Dr. Ueno, Tokyo
· Titles as part of names → Dr. Ueno said…
Spelling of Plural Nouns:
· Ends with consonant + y → change y to i and add -es: story → stories, memory → memories
· Ends with -f or -fe → change f to v and add -es: life → lives, yourself → yourselves
Practice:
· Correct capitalization in sentences:
1. hachiko was born in japan in november of 1923.
2. the loyal dog walked from his home to shibuya station each day.
3. “are you kentaro?” the old man asked. “i am mr. kobayashi.”

Comprehension Questions
1. How does Kentaro first meet Hachiko?
2. What do people say today when they want to meet at Shibuya Station?
3. Write a three-sentence summary of the selection.
4. How does the video The Secret Life of the Dog help you understand human-animal relationships?
Discussion Prompts:
· How does the statue of Hachiko symbolize loyalty in Japan?
· Compare Kentaro’s loyalty to Hachiko with Hachiko’s loyalty to Dr. Ueno.
· Essential Question: How can people and animals relate to each other?

Lesson 2: Black Cowboy, Wild Horses
Background of the Lesson
· This story tells the adventures of Bob Lemmons, a Black cowboy who has a unique connection with horses.
· He demonstrates leadership, understanding, and courage as he interacts with wild mustangs.
· The story emphasizes the relationship between humans and animals, and the patience and skill required to work with animals.
Author
· Julius Lester – an author known for writing historical and culturally significant stories for children and young adults.
Vocabulary and Word Study
· milled – moved around aimlessly
· skittered – moved lightly and quickly
· quivering – shaking or trembling
Practice:
· Use each word in a sentence:
· The mustangs milled around, unsure of what to do next.
· The colt skittered across the field in fear.
· The stallion’s mane was quivering in the wind.
Word Study – Multiple Meanings:
· Some words (like “mill”) can be a verb or noun. Always use context clues to find meaning.

Analyze Craft and Structure: Plot
Definition:
· The plot is the sequence of events in a story. Every story has a conflict or struggle the characters face.
Plot Stages in Black Cowboy, Wild Horses:
1. Exposition: Introduction of Bob, Warrior, and the wild horses.
2. Rising Action: Bob tries to lead the herd, faces challenges with the stallion.
3. Climax: The dramatic battle between Warrior and the stallion.
4. Falling Action: Bob successfully leads the herd into the corral.
5. Resolution: Bob reflects on the horses’ freedom and dreams of riding with them in the future.
Practice Questions:
1. What is Bob Lemmons’ main goal?
2. Identify two problems Bob solves to achieve his goal.
3. At what point does the story reach its climax? Explain.
4. Why does the author end the story with an open ending?

Grammar: Perfect Tenses of Verbs
Definition:
· Perfect tenses show that an action is complete relative to another time.
1. Present Perfect: have/has + past participle → action started in the past, continues now
· She has voted in every election.
2. Past Perfect: had + past participle → action ended before another past action
· Bob had ridden Warrior before the herd moved.
3. Future Perfect: will have + past participle → action will end before another future action
· I will have finished my homework by tomorrow.
Practice:
· Write three sentences for verbs talk and read, using each perfect tense.

Comprehension Questions
1. Who is Warrior?
2. What do Bob and Warrior dream of doing someday?
3. Make a timeline or sketches of the story’s most important events.
Discussion Prompts:
· How does the author describe Bob as “one of the horses”?
· How do people and animals relate in this story?
· How do Bob’s actions show his understanding of animal behavior?

Essential Question for Both Lessons
How can people and animals relate to one another?
· Hachiko: loyalty and devotion to humans
· Black Cowboy, Wild Horses: understanding and communicating with animals
Writing Section – Informational Writing 
Purpose of Informational Writing
Informational writing is used to teach, explain, or describe a topic. It gives facts, details, and examples so the reader can understand the subject. Examples include reports, articles, instructions, and summaries.
Example Informational Paragraph
Horses are strong and intelligent animals. They can run fast and carry heavy loads. In the wild, mustangs live in herds and protect each other from danger. People have ridden horses for work, travel, and sport for thousands of years. Understanding horses helps humans care for them better and learn from their natural behavior.
Practice Prompts
Write a paragraph about your favorite animal. Include three facts and one example.






Study Tips
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Review vocabulary and practice using words in sentences.
2. Identify plot elements: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution.
3. Practice perfect tenses by writing your own sentences.
4. Reread passages to find examples of loyalty, patience, and communication.
5. Summarize each story in 3–5 sentences for quick recall.
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