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5th Grade Social Studies Study Guide: 

Unit: Mapping the World & Global Land Use

 Part 1: Mapping the World 

     Q1:  Why Are Maps Important?

1-Navigation: Help people find their way.
2-Understanding Geography: Show where places are and how they connect.
3-Planning: Useful for building, traveling, or using resources.
4-Communication: Share information (climate, population, culture).

     Global Positioning System (GPS) 

Definition: A satellite-based system that tells us our exact location and time anywhere on Earth.

How It Works: GPS devices receive signals from multiple satellites in space.

Uses:
1-Driving directions 
2-Walking directions 
3-Emergency services 
4-Mapping and surveying

     Satellites: 

Definition: Human-made objects placed in orbit around Earth. 




Types:
1-Communication satellites: TV, internet, phones

2-Weather satellites: Predict storms and weather 

3-Earth observation satellites: Collect environmental and mapping data.

Role in GPS: Send signals so GPS can find your exact spot.

    Latitude & Longitude: 

Latitude:
Run east–west (side to side).
Measure north or south of the Equator (0°).

Longitude:
Run north–south (up and down).
Measure east or west of the Prime Meridian (0°).

 Hemispheres of the Earth: 

1-Northern Hemisphere: Above the Equator (North America, Europe, Asia).

2-Southern Hemisphere: Below the Equator (South America, Australia, Antarctica).

3-Eastern Hemisphere: East of the Prime Meridian (Asia, Africa, Australia). 

4-Western Hemisphere: West of the Prime Meridian (North & South America).
 



 Important Term: 

Cartographer: A person who makes maps.

 Review Questions with Answers: 

Q1: What is the job of a cartographer? What tools do they use?
 A cartographer makes maps. They use tools like computers, satellites, and GPS data.

Q2: Which lines on a map measure north or south of the Equator?
 Latitude lines. 

Q3: Which lines on a map measure east or west of the Prime Meridian?
 Longitude lines. 

Q4: Is Australia in the Northern or Southern Hemisphere?
 Southern Hemisphere. 

Q5: How many hemispheres does Earth have? Name them.
 Four: Northern, Southern, Eastern, and Western.

Q6: Answer the following statements with true (T) or false (F): 

1. Before satellites, maps were made using exact measurements.  (T) 

2. Modern technology, like satellites, makes the most accurate maps. (T) 





3. Satellites are not human-made spacecrafts that orbit Earth. (F) 

4. Satellites don’t have high-powered cameras for images. (F) 

5. Satellites send signals to receivers on Earth. (T) 

6. GPS receivers collect data from at least two satellites.  (F) (They need at least four satellites).

 Part 2: Global Land Use:

 What is Land Use? 

Land use = How people use land (farming, building, parks, etc.).

 Types of Land Use: 

1. Agricultural: Farms and livestock.
2. Residential: Homes, apartments, neighborhoods 
3. Commercial & Industrial: Businesses, stores, factories.
4. Recreational: Parks, playgrounds, reserves.
5. Forests & Wilderness: Nature, conservation, logging 
6. Transportation: Roads, airports, railroads 

How People Change Land. 

1-Clearing Land: Cutting trees for farms and houses.
2-Building Infrastructure: Roads, schools, hospitals.
3-Water Management: Dams, irrigation.   



4-Urban Development: Expanding cities. 

5-Pollution: Industrial work can harm air & water.

 Impacts of Land Use: 

Positive: Provides food, shelter, jobs, fun places.

Negative: Pollution, crowded cities, deforestation, habitat loss.

 Discussion Questions with Answers:  

1. How can we protect the environment while using land?
By recycling, planting trees, protecting parks, using clean
energy, and careful city planning.

2. What are examples of land use in your community?
 Farms, schools, roads, homes, shops, and parks.  

 Our Environment: Threats and Solutions:

Environmental Threats: 

1-Pollution: Trash, chemicals, and smoke pollute air, water, and land.

2-Deforestation: Cutting down trees destroys habitats and adds to climate change.

3-Climate Change: Causes higher temperatures, storms, and rising seas.

4-Endangered Species: Animals at risk of extinction from 



habitat loss, poaching, or climate change.

Solutions:

1-Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

2-Planting Trees

3-Use Clean Energy

4-Wildlife Protection

Questions:

Q1: What are some examples of environmental threats? 

 Pollution, deforestation, climate change, and endangered species.

Q2: How can planting trees help the environment? 

 Planting trees helps by absorbing carbon dioxide, giving oxygen, and fighting climate change.

Q3: Why is recycling important for the environment?

 Recycling reduces waste, saves resources, and helps protect the Earth.

People on the Move: 

Emigrants: People leaving their country.

Immigrants: People moving to a new country.




Push Factors: War, poverty, natural disasters.

Pull Factors: Better jobs, freedom and safety, better quality 
of life.

Questions:

Q1: What is the difference between an emigrant and an immigrant?

 An emigrant leaves their country, while an immigrant moves into a new country.

Q2: Can you name two push factors and two pull factors?

 Two push factors are war and poverty. Two pull factors are better jobs and safety.

Q3: Why do people move from one country to another?

 People move for better opportunities, safety, and quality of life.

3. Sand Bowl (Haboob):

A haboob is a strong dust or sandstorm in desert regions.

Needs dry, loose soil, strong winds, and a hot, dry climate.

Questions:

1-What is a haboob?
 A haboob is a dust or sandstorm.


2-What two factors are needed for a haboob to occur?
 Dry soil and strong winds. 

3-Where are haboobs most likely to happen?

 Haboobs are most likely in desert regions such as the Middle East or the U.S. Southwest.

4. Nation Building:

Nation building is the process of creating a country with a government, laws, and institutions after independence.

Questions:

Q1: What does the term “nation building” mean?

 Nation building means creating a stable country after independence.

Q2: What are some things a new nation needs to build?
 A new nation needs a government, laws, and institutions.

5. The Origins of the United States:

British Colonies: Britain controlled the 13 colonies.

Spain controlled the Southwest and Florida.

France controlled the Midwest and Louisiana Territory.

Questions:

Q1: Who controlled the 13 original colonies in America?
 Britain controlled the 13 original colonies.  



Q2: Which countries-controlled parts of North America besides Britain? 

 Spain and France.

6. The United States is Born: 

Declaration of Independence (1776): Colonies declared independence.

Treaty of Paris (1783): Recognized U.S. as independent.

U.S. Constitution (1787): Created the government.

Questions:

Q1: What document declared the 13 colonies independent from Britain?

 The Declaration of Independence.

Q2: What was the purpose of the Treaty of Paris (1783)?

To officially recognize the U.S. as an independent nation.

Q3: How did the U.S. form a government after independence? 

 By creating the Constitution.








Review Questions: 

Q1: How can pollution affect our environment, and what can we do to reduce it?

 Pollution harms air, water, and land. We can reduce it by recycling, reducing waste, and using clean energy.

Q2: What are some push and pull factors that influence immigration? 

 Push factors include war and poverty. Pull factors include better jobs and safety.

Q3: What is the difference between an emigrant and an immigrant? 

 An emigrant leaves their country, while an immigrant enters a new country.

Q4: What is a haboob, and what conditions are needed for it to happen? 

 A haboob is a dust storm. It needs dry soil, strong winds, and a hot climate.

Q5: What does “nation-building” mean, and why is it important after gaining independence?

 Nation building means creating a country with government and laws. It is important for stability after independence.






Desalination: 

Desalination is removing salt from seawater to make fresh water.

It is important in places without enough fresh water.

Questions:

Q1: What is desalination?

 The process of removing salt from seawater to make it drinkable or usable.

Q2: Why is desalination important?

 It provides fresh water in places with little natural freshwater.

Sustainability and Global Threats: 

Sustainability means using resources wisely so future generations can use them.

Examples: solar energy, recycling.

Global Threats: Climate change, pollution, deforestation.

Solutions: Reduce, reuse, recycle; save energy; plant trees; conserve water; support clean energy.







Questions:

Q1: What does sustainability mean? 

 It means using resources in a way that protects them for future generations.

Q2: What are some examples of global threats?

 Climate change, pollution, and deforestation.

Q3: What are some solutions to global threats?

 Recycling, saving energy, planting trees, conserving water, and using clean energy.

Migrant Workers:

Migrant workers move to other countries to work.

Many work in farming, construction, and services.

1-Why people become migrant workers: Better wages, more opportunities.

Impact:

Positive: Fill needed jobs, help the economy.

Challenges: Poor pay, unfair treatment, hard living conditions. 


	



Migrant workers in the Middle East:

Many works in Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar.

They help build big projects but often face challenges. 

Questions:

1-What are migrant workers?

 People who leave their country to work in another country.

2-Why do people become migrant workers? 

 For better jobs, higher wages, and more opportunities.

3-What challenges do migrant workers face? 

 Poor pay, long hours, unsafe conditions, and little legal protection.

Final Summary:

1-Environmental threats harm the Earth, but solutions like recycling and renewable energy can help.

2-People migrate for push and pull factors.

3-Haboobs are desert dust storms caused by dry soil, strong winds, and hot climates.

4-Nation building is needed to create stable countries.




5-The United States began as British colonies, gained 
independence, and created the Constitution.

6-Desalination makes seawater drinkable.

7-Sustainability means using resources wisely to protect the Earth. 

8-Migrant workers move for jobs, help economies, but face challenges.
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