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9th Grade English

1st Semester 
Midterm Exam

Instructions:

Write in Pencil Only!

Make sure to answer all Questions.

Review the exam before submitting it.

Make sure to write your name on the exam.

Student Name: _______________
_____/ 40 pts.
Arabic Proverb

“The best people are those who teach and learn"

Good Luck!
Comprehension: American History                                              


              _________/ 10 pts
1. How does the narrator first become aware of Eugene?
    ________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why does the narrator like Eugene even before she meets him?
    ________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. According to her mother, how does Elena seem to feel about Eugene?
      ________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. In “American History,” what happens when Elena goes to Eugene’s house?


a. Eugene’s mother turns her away, telling her that she will not be allowed to study with 



     Eugene.


b. Eugene welcomes her warmly, but his mother is less welcoming.


c. Eugene is so upset about President Kennedy’s death that he cannot come to the door.


d. Eugene’s mother is shocked that Elena would visit on the day of President Kennedy’s death.
5. The 1960s, when “American History” is set, was a time of great social change and reform. Which of 
     the following issues of the time is most relevant to Elena’s experiences in the story?


a. discrimination against African Americans


b. American involvement in wars overseas


c. strong ethnic divisions in urban areas


d. the struggle for equal rights for women
6. 
The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.

_____ Part A What can you infer about Elena’s parents from the details she provides in “American 
          History”? 


a. They have inherited money from their parents and are quite wealthy.


b. They have found it impossible to adjust to life in the United States.


c. They spend very little time looking after Elena or taking care of her.


d.They work hard and make sacrifices in the hope of a better future.
_____ Part B Which sentence from “American History” best supports the answer to Part A?


a. Since I had turned fourteen my mother had been more vigilant than ever. She acted as if I 


                  was going to go crazy or explode or something if she didn’t watch me and nag me all the

    time. . . .


b. My mother was unhappy in Paterson, but my father had a good job at the bluejeans factory 

     in Passaic and soon, he kept assuring us, we would be moving to our own house there.


c. I had learned to listen to my parents’ dreams, which were spoken in Spanish, as fairy tales, 
    like the stories about life in the island paradise of Puerto Rico before I was born.


d. I would hear them talking softly in the kitchen for hours that night. . . . [T]hey would talk 
  

                   sadly about the young widow and her two children, as if they were family.
7. At the end of “American History,” Elena says the following:


That night, I lay in my bed trying to feel the right thing for our dead President. But the tears 

that came up from a deep source inside me were strictly for me.



Which sentence best describes the internal conflict Elena feels at that moment? 


a. She feels annoyed that her parents are sympathetic to the President’s widow but care 
    
     nothing for her own unhappiness.


b. She feels angry that her plans to spend the afternoon with Eugene have been ruined 
  

                    by the President’s assassination.


c. She wants to feel appropriate sorrow over the President’s assassination but is consumed by 
     her own unhappiness.


d. She feels disappointed that school was let out early on a day when she would have received 
    an award.
8. How might a daughter best show that she is devoted to her mother? Base your answer on the 
    meaning of devoted.

a. by avoiding social events


b. by leaving home as an adult


c. by being attentive to her needs


d. by avoiding loud music or laughter
 9. Cognates are words in different languages that are similar in origin and meaning. For example, 
      telephone in English is teléfono in Spanish. Given your knowledge of the English word evacuate, 
      choose the most likely definition of the Spanish cognate evacuar.

a. to live in one town while working in another


b. to leave home in response to a threat


c. to travel across a large body of water


d. to rent for a fixed amount of time

Comprehension:  A Little help from my Friends




_________/9 pts
1. How did most Americans treat Dumas and her family during their first year in the United States?
     ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What joke did Dumas play on boys who pestered her to teach them bad words in her native 
     language?  _________________________________________________________________________________________________

    ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. According to Dumas, how did things change for Iranian immigrants to the United States

    after the Iranian Revolution? ____________________________________________________________________________

    ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What is most likely one of the author’s main reasons for writing “With a Little Help From My 
     Friends”?

a. to show how ordinary Americans and Iranians have always tried to get along


b. to show how ordinary Americans and Iranians have always distrusted one another


c. to show how the relationship between ordinary Americans and Iranians has changed


d. to show how mutual respect continues to exist between ordinary Americans and Iranians
5. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.

_____ Part A In “With a Little Help From My Friends,” what does the author’s mother think of Americans?


a. She likes Americans.


b. She resents Americans.


c. She distrusts Americans.


d. She is angry with Americans.

_____ Part B Which statement from the selection best supports the answer to Part A?

a. My family and I wondered why Americans had such a mistaken image of Iran.


b. I had always assumed that she would be relieved to return to her family and to a land where she 


                   spoke the language and didn’t need me to act as her interpreter.


c. Even though I had been the beneficiary of all the attention, my mother, watching silently from a 
   

                   distance, had also felt the warmth of generosity and kindness.


d. My relatives did not think Americans were very kind.
6. How can you tell that “With a Little Help From My Friends” is a memoir rather than a full autobiography?

a. It tells about a relatively brief period in the author’s life.


b. It tells about someone else’s life rather than the author’s.


c. It tells about experiences throughout the life of the author.


d. It tells about events that occurred before the author was born.
7. The word intercity is made up of the prefix inter- plus the word city. From your knowledge of the meaning of 
     the prefix inter-, identify the choice that best describes what an intercity bus is.

a. a bus that runs from one city to another city


b. a bus that operates solely within the city limits of a city


c. a bus that travels short distances in a city and makes many stops


d. a bus that goes directly from one part of a city to another without stopping

8.  Which of these sentences from “With a Little Help From My Friends” uses hyperbole?

a. “Now I won’t bore you with religion,” he said, “but let me tell you about the petroleum 



    industry.”


b. “It’s a Persian cat,” she said. That was news to us; the only cats we had ever seen back  
     
     home were the mangy strays that ate scraps behind people’s houses.


c. I, however, never punched anybody with my fists; I used words.


d. My friends considered visiting their grandmothers in Oregon to be a long trip, so 


                   visiting me in Iran was like taking a left turn at the next moon.

Comprehension: Poetry  Collection






_________/11 pts.
1. According to the speaker, what have bird watchers agreed?
     _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. According to the robin, where did the speaker’s people come from?
     _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. On what day does the picnic take place?
      _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. In “Morning Talk,” why does the speaker tell the robin that it should be called “a red-breasted thrush”?

a. This bird is a Jis ko ko.


b. The true robins live in England.


c. Bird watchers insist that robins cannot talk.


d. Red-breasted thrushes are immigrants.
5. Which word or words best describe the speaker in “Morning Talk”? Choose two options.


a. turtle


b. gardener


c. European


d. anonymous


e. Native American


f. red-breasted thrush

6. Why are the people in “Immigrant Picnic” having a picnic?


a. They are celebrating the Fourth of July.


b. They are celebrating the speaker’s birthday.


c. They are celebrating their arrival in America.


d. They are celebrating the speaker’s trip to Port Said.
7. What is the central, or main, focus of “Immigrant Picnic”?


a. conversations and jokes at a picnic


b. the meaning of a national holiday


c. confusions and connections among words


d. methods of grilling hamburgers and hot dogs
8. The following question has two parts. Answer Part A first, and then Part B.

_____ Part A How do you know that the family members in “Immigrant Picnic” are probably new to 
          America?

a. They way to grill hot dogs is a mystery to them.

 
b. The speaker wears a hat shaped like Pennsylvania.


c. They are celebrating the Fourth of July with a picnic.


d. They do not use common American sayings correctly.

_____ Part B Which quotation from the poem best supports the answer to Part A? 


a. And I’m grilling, I’ve got my apron, / I’ve got potato salad, macaroni, relish, / I’ve got a hat 
  

                   shaped / like the state of Pennsylvania. (lines 5–8)


b. “You’re running around,” my mother says, / “like a chicken with its head loose.” (lines 18–
 

                   19)


c. She gives me a quizzical look as though / I’ve been caught in some impropriety. / “I love you 

    and your sister just the same,” she says. . . .  (lines 23–25)


d. . . . “Why sure,” he says, / “let’s have some fun,” and launches / into a polka, twirling my 

    mother / around and around like the happiest top. . . . (lines 39–42)
9. The word light has multiple meanings. One meaning is “public knowledge.” In which sentence does       

     light have that meaning?


a. The poet was a leading light in the small community.


b. The newspaper brought the criminal’s activities to light.


c. After he turned on the light, he could easily read the story.


d. She saw the light in his eyes when he recognized his old friend.
10. Read this sentence, in which an idiom has been underlined.


He had never grilled a hamburger before, but he thought he would give it a whirl.


What is the most likely meaning of the idiom?

a. make an attempt


b. share the recipe


c. display the results


d. spin the grill around

11. Which of the following is most clearly an idiom? 


a. travel overseas, meaning “go to a country across the ocean”


b. become naturalized, meaning “become a citizen”


c. full of restless energy, meaning “active in an aimless or nervous way”


d. under the weather, meaning “feeling sick”

Vocabulary









_________/2 pts
1. If it can be said that a person chirruped to her friends, which of the following must be true?


a. She was ignoring them.


b. She was amused by them.


c. She was very angry with them.


d. She was communicating with them.

 2. For which of the following reasons would a person most likely be teased?


a. The person ran a race.


b. The person won an award.


c. The person said something foolish.


d. The person overheard someone talking.

 3. If a person pipes in during a conversation, which of the following actions would that person 

most likely be doing?


a. telling the group to be quiet


b. adding a comment


c. making a joke


d. shouting
4. When would a person most likely need an interpreter?

a. when visiting a country where the person does not speak the language


b. when introducing two people from different towns who have never met before


c. when enrolling at a school where the person does not know any of the students


d. when beginning a new job where the person does not know what is expected of him or her

Grammar

Prepositional Phrases







_________/3 pts
Determine which sentences have prepositional phrases. Select “Check Answers” to see how well you did.

1. In which sentence is the underlined part a prepositional phrase?


a. Through the powerful binoculars, the full moon looked bright but mysterious.


b. Using binoculars, we could see some of the features on the surface of the moon. 


c. After you are done with the binoculars, please let me use them to look at the moon.

2. In which sentence is the underlined part a prepositional phrase?


a. We will wait until the prices go down to buy smoked salmon.


b. Joanna ran her eyes down the price list and decided to have the flounder.


c. Buying fresh salmon and cooking it at home is more economical than going to a restaurant.

3. In which sentence is the underlined part a prepositional phrase?


a. The Fault in Our Stars, a novel by John Green, was made into a movie in 2014.


b. Suzanne Collins, who wrote The Hunger Games trilogy, is also the author of a series called 
     The Underland Chronicles.


c. Yvette is reading John Green’s latest novel in addition to one by Suzanne Collins.











___________/2.5 pts
Place parentheses around each prepositional phrase. Underline each preposition,   
and circle its object.

4. Tommy threw the ball over the fence.

5. The students walked into the room.

6. The lights are above the stage.

7. Many animals live beneath the sea.

8. The flood damaged many buildings near the shore.
Sentence Structure







___________/2.5 pts
Read the following sentences. Identify each as simple, compound, or complex. Write your answer on the line.

9. ________________________ Barry played football.

10. ________________________ Alicia lived in the city, and one of her cousins lived in the country.

11. ________________________ Although I was the treasurer last year, I am the student government president this year.

12. ________________________Our tour guide showed us the house, and she demonstrated cooking on a cast iron stove.

13. ________________________ Although it was a holiday, Sheena worked on her science assignment.

Writing (+ 2 Bonus) 
Summarize the story “With a Little help from my Friends”.  Make sure to provide examples and details of events from the story.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

