


Eemaan {Faith) 

What is Eemaan? 

What is true eemaan, or faith? 
Who is a true bel iever (mu 'min)? What 
are the essentia l  e lements, or artic les, 
of eemaan? These questions are of vita l 
importance. I n  fact, th is is what Al lah's 
Messenger ( � ) expla ined to Angel 
J ibree l  (�1) when the latter asked h im 
about eemaan. 

When Angel J ib reel ( �I) asked 
the Prophet ( � ), "What is faith 
(eemaan)?" H e  rep l ied, " It is to be l ieve 
in Al lah ,  H is Ange ls, H is Books, H is 
Messengers, the Last Day, and to 
bel ieve in the Divine Decree (a/-qadar), 

both the good of it and  the bad of it. " 
(Mus l im) 

Eemaan is a Statement and Action 

Eemaan is a statement and action.  I n  
other words, it has three essentia l  
e lements: be l ief in the heart, 
profession by the tongue and 
performance of the deeds by the 
phys ica l  parts of the body. 

1. Belief in the Heart 

The heart is the l ocus of eemaan 

as wel l as its foundation .  The Qur'an 
says, 
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"0 M essenger, l et not those 

who race each other into d isbel ief not 
grieve you, those who say 'We bel ieve' 
with their l ips, but whose hearts have 
no fa ith ." (Surat a/-Maa' idah, s: 41 ) 

H ence, eemaan is the statement 
of 'the heart'. It is made up of 
recognition, knowledge and 
affirmation. I n  other words, a be l iever 
recognizes that there is none worthy 
of worship except Al lah .  H e  has 
knowledge of this truth and he affirms 
it in h i s  heart. 

The second e lement of eemaan is 
the a ctions of the heart. This aspect of 
eemaan is made up of commitment, 
voluntary surrender and acceptance. 
These inc lude, among other th ings, 
love of Al lah,  awe of H im, trust in H im, 
heedfu lness of H is commands and 
proh ib itions, fear of H im and hope in 
H im .  

2 .  Declaration of  Faith with the 

Tongue 

The second essentia l  e lement of 
eemaan is to dec lare one's fa ith with 
the tongue. I n  this case, one testifies 
that one recognizes the truthfu lness of 
the testimony of the fa ith and intends 
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to adhere to the commands and 
guidance of what he has testified to. 
Mere pronouncement of the words in 
themselves is not enough. 

3·  Performance of Righteous 

Deeds by the Body Parts 

Eemaan is a statement and 
action. Fa ith increases by acts of 
obedience to Al l ah  and decreases by 
acts of disobedience. The heart is the 
driving force behind a l l  actions. I f  the 
heart is fi l led with eemaan-with the 
love of Al l ah  and H is M essenger ( � ), 
fear of Al l ah, hope in H im, amongst 
other things-it wi l l  certa in ly prompt 
the body to perform a cts of obedience 
to Al l ah .  It wi l l  keep h im away from 
forbidden, shamefu l and  even doubtfu l 
or dubious a cts . Al lah's Messenger (�) 
said, "There is a lump of fl esh in the 
body; when it is sound, the whole body 
is sound; but when it becomes 
corrupted, the whole body also 
becomes corrupted . I t  is the heart. " 
(Part of a hadeeth reported by 
a i -Bukhaaree and Mus l im) 

Faith, however, d iffers from one 
bel iever to another, and true faith is 
one that is expressed in actions, as  
Almighty Al l ah  says, "And this is 

Paradise which you have been made to 

inherit because of your deeds which 

you used to do [in the life of the 

world." (Surat al-Hijr, 43:72) 

Branches of Faith 

The Prophet ( � ) said, " Fa ith has 
s ixty-odd or seventy-odd  branches; the 
h ighest and the best of which is to 
dec lare that there is no god worthy of 
worsh ip but Al lah,  and  the l owest of 
which is to remove something harmfu l 
from the road .  Modesty, too, is a 
branch of fa ith ." (AI -Bukhaaree and 
M us l im) 

I f  eemaan has d ifferent branches 
and each part is ca l led eemaan, it 
fo l lows that sa/aat is eemaan, Zakaat is 
eemaan, and H ajj is eemaan. Virtues 
such as modesty, trust, fear of Al l ah, 
heedfu lness of Al l ah, and  tota l 
submission to H is wi l l ,  even removing a 
harmfu l thing from the way, are parts 
of eemaan. Some of these parts are 
very basic: l i ke the two testimonies of 
fa ith. If you lose them, you lose eemaan 

completely. Others are margina l ,  such 
as removing an obstac le from the way. 
If, for any reason, you lose them, you 
do not lose eemaan completely. 
I nstead,  you have moved from the 
lofty l evel of eemaan to its l ower l evel .  

There are a number of th ings 
that testify to one 's  true fa ith . These 
inc lude the fo l lowing: 
1. Loving the Prophet ( � ) more 

than one loves one's parents 
and ch i l dren. (See a i-Bukhaaree, 
1 : 14)  
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Estab l ish ing vo luntary prayers 
on the N ight of the Decree 
(Lay/at a i-Qadr) .  (See 
a i-Bukhaaree, 1 :35)  

Fasting the month of 
Ramadhaan faithfu l ly and in 
anticipation of Al l ah ' s  rewards. 
(See a i -Bukhaaree, 1 :37) 

Establ ish ing the ob l igatory 
prayers. (See a i -Bukhaaree, 1 :40) 

Fol lowing the funera l  procession 
of a M us l im.  (See a i-Bukhaaree, 
1 :47) 

6. Observing hayaa' (modesty, 
honour, bashfulness) (See 
a i-Bukhaaree, 1 :24) . 

Sweetness of Faith 

Anas ibn Maa l ik  ( � ) narrated 
that Al lah ' s  M essenger ( � ) sa id, 
"Whoever possesses these three 
qua l ities wil l enjoy the sweetness of 
fa ith: (1 ) One to whom Al lah and H is 
Messenger is dea rer to h im than 
anyth ing else, (2) one who loves a 
person only for the sake of Al l ah and 
(3)  one who hates to revert to d isbe l ief 
as he hates to be thrown into the 
Hel l-fire . "  (AI -Bukhaaree) 

He is stil l a Believer he who has 

Deficiency in Faith 

The Prophet ( � ) said, "A 
fornicator (a person who indu lges in 
i l l ic it sex) whi le committing i l l icit sex is 
not a [true] bel iever. A thief whi le 
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stea l ing is not a [true] bel iever." 
(a i -Bukhaaree and M us l im) 

A sim i lar  hadeeth states, "When 
a person commits i l l icit sexua l  
intercourse, eemaan l eaves h im and 
remains above h is head l i ke an  awning. 
When he parts from this i l l i cit 
behaviour, the eemaan comes back to 
h im." (at-Tirm idhee) 

During the t ime of the Prophet 
(�), some people comm itted adu ltery, 
sto le  and d rank  wine. The Prophet (�) 
d id not ca l l  them disbel ievers. He  d id  
not even dec lare that re lat ions 
between them and the M us l ims be cut 
off. I nstead, he flogged the d rinker and 
had the hand of the thief cut off. At the 
same time, he sought Al lah's 
forgiveness for them. 

Scholars have a rgued that the 
Prophet's words in the hadeeth, 

"Eemaan leaves him and remains 
above his head l ike an  awn ing" suggest 
that eemaan does not depart from him 
completely. A person who performs 
such deeds sti l l  remains a bel iever but 
he has a deficiency in his faith . I n  other 
words, he is a bel iever with respect to 
his faith and an evildoer with respect to 
the sin he commits . He is not a true 
bel iever. He  does not fulfi l h is fa ith 
s incerely. 
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The Essential Elements of Eemaan 

The essentia l e lements, or articles, of eemaan, according to a 
hadeeth reported by a i-Bukhaaree, are as fol lows: 

To bel ieve in 
1. Al lah, 
2. H is Angels, 

3· H is Books, 

4· H is Messengers, 

5· The Last Day, and 
6. Al lah ' s  decree, the good of it and  the bad of it. 



A. Fil l in the blanks. 

The is the locus of eemaan. 
-----
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Exercises 

1. 

2 .  ---- i s  the driving force behind a l l  actions .  

3· Faith has branches.  
-----

4· Accord ing to a hadeeth,  the lowest degree of faith is to ____ _ 

something harmful from the road .  

5· "A thief whi le stea l ing is not a _____ bel iever." 

B. Answer the fol lowing questions. 

1. What are the three essentia l  e lements of eemaan? 

2 .  What aspects does bel ief in the heart consist of? 

3· What does profession of fa ith by the tongue enta i l? 
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4· What a re the h ighest and  lowest branches of Faith? 

5· Which branch of fa ith wil l make one lose one's eemaan completely? 

6. What do you know about a Mus l im who commits major s ins? G ive examples. 

7· What a re the essentia l e lements of eemaan? 
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Belief in Allah is the cornerstone of eemaan. All other 

forms of belief in Islam revolve around belief in Allah. It is, 

therefore, very important that a Muslim's belief in Allah 

must be correct. 

The Importance of the Correct 
Belief in Allah - The Tawheed 

Tawheed means monotheism, 
the testimony to the Oneness of Al lah, 
and it is of three types: 

1. Tawheed ar-Ruboobiyah (The 
belief that Allah is the Lord of a l l  
the creatures): He is the Creator, 
the Provider, the One who gives 
l ife, the One who takes it away 
and the One who d isposes of a l l  
affairs. Therefore, there is no 
creator except Al lah ,  as Al l ah the 
Alm ighty says, "Al lah is the 
Creator of all things." (Surat 
az-Zumar, 39 :62) There is no one 
who provides sustenance except 
Al l ah, as the Qur 'an says, "And 
no moving [living] creature is 
there on earth but its provision 
is due from Allah." (Surat Hood, 
1 1 :6)  There is no  one who a lone 
d isposes of a l l  the affairs except 
Al lah the Almighty: "He manages 
and regulates [every affair] 
from the heavens to the earth." 
(Surat As-Sajdah, 32 :5)  There is 

2. 

no one who causes death and 
gives l ife except Al lah a lone:  "It 
is He who gives life and causes 
death, and to Him you shal l  
return." (Surat Yoonus, 1 0 : 56) 

Th is kind of tawheed was 
declared by the disbel ievers 
during the time of the Prophet 
( � ), but this dec laration a lone 
was not sufficient for them to be 
considered bel ievers, as Al lah 
the Almighty says about them, 
"And if you [0 Muhammad] ask 
them: 'Who has created the 
heavens and the earth?' they 
wil l  certain ly say, 'Al lah."' (Surat 
Luqmaan, 31 :25) 

Tawheed ai-Uioohiyah (The 
belief that Al lah the Almighty is 
the true God who alone 
deserves to be worshipped): 
therefore, a l l  a cts of worsh ip, 
such as invocation, trust, fear 
and sacrifice, shou ld be d i rected 
to H im a lone. Thus, we shou ld 
invoke none but Al lah, re ly on 
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none except Al lah, seek no one 's  

he lp except Al l ah ' s  he lp, and 
seek no one 's refuge but Al l ah ' s  
refuge. 

I t  is this type of tawheed 

with which Al l ah ' s  messengers, 
peace be upon them, came. Al l ah 
the Almighty says, "And surely, 

We have sent among every 

nation a messenger 

[proclaiming]: Worship Allah 

[Alone] and keep away from the 

taaghoot." (Surat an-Nahl, 

1 6 :36)The taghoot here means a l l  
false de ities that a re worsh ipped 
besides the True God, Al l ah  the 
Alm ighty. 

Th is was the very type of 
tawheed which the d isbel ievers, 
past and present, reject. The 
d isbel ievers during the Prophet's 
t ime scornfu l ly sa id, as the 
Qur'an says about them, "Has he 

(i.e. Prophet Muhammad � ) 
made the gods [a l l ]  into One 

God {Al lah)? Surely, this is a 

curious thing!" (Surat Saad, 38:5)  

Tawheed ai-Asmaa' was-Sifaat 

{The belief that Al lah the 

Almighty has the Most Beautifu l  

Names and the Loftiest, Perfect 

Attributes): A Mus l im bel ieves in 
a l l  Al l ah ' s  Names and Attributes 
with which Al l ah describes 
H imself or H is Messenger 

described H im, without 
distorting their mean ings, 
denying them completely, 
qua l ifying them or l ikening them 
to any of those of H is creatures. 

To c larify this, Al l ah the Alm ighty 
describes H imself in the Qur 'an 
as AI-Hayy ' the Ever Living' 
(See Surat ai-Baqarah, 2:255). 
Therefore, we shou ld bel ieve 
that A/-Hayy (the Ever Living) is 
one of Al l ah ' s  Names and a lso 
bel ieve in the qua l ity which i s  
conta ined in th is  name, namely 
the perfect form of l ife which is 
neither preceded by 
non-existence nor fo l l owed by 
death. 

Another example is the Name 
As-Samee ' (the Al l -Hearer). The 
Qur 'an says, "There is nothing 

like Him, and He is the 

All-Hearer, the Al l-Seer." (Surat 

ash-Shooraa, 42:1 1 )  S imi larly, we 
must bel ieve that As-Samee' is 
one of Al l ah ' s  Names and a lso 
bel ieve that this is one of H is 
qua l ities; namely, that He  is ab le 
to hear in a manner that su its H is 
Majesty, without l ikening this 
attribute to any of those of H is 
creatures .  
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Some Manifestations of Allah's Attributes 

Al lah Alone is the Susta iner - the Lord (ar-Rabb ) . H e  is the One without any 
partners in H is Kingdom. He is the Only Creator and the True Owner of creation. He  is 
the On ly One who nourishes, sustains and ma inta ins H is Creation .  He created 

everything by H imself, and  tota l power 
belongs to H im Alone. Everything that 
happens in this creation happens by 
H is permission and wi l l .  Sustenance 
and provisions a re from H im a lone.  Life 
and death a re in H is Hands, and a l l  
bounties come from H im a lone .  

He  commands and forbids .  He  
causes death and gives l ife. He changes 
the day into n ight and a lternates the 
days of people and nations, rep lacing 
one with another. He  creates and 
designs. Th ings occur accord ing to H is 
wi l l .  Whatever He wil l s  comes into 
being at the time and in the manner He 
Wil l s  it. H is order and H is decree are 
fulfi l led in the heavens, in the farthest 
reaches of the earth and beneath it, in 
the seas, the skies and  in every other 
part of the un iverse. He encompasses 

al l  th ings with H is knowledge. He 
keeps count of every s ingle thing. 

He  envelops al l  th ings with H is 
Mercy and Wisdom.  H is Hearing 
encompasses a l l  voices, yet they do 
not b lend into each other or resemble 
each other. Rather, He  hears the 
clamour of a l l  the various tongues, in 
al l the countless languages, d istinct in 
their countless supp l ications. None of 
H is creatures distracts H im from 
another, nor does He  confuse their 
innumerab le p leas, nor does the tone 
of the suppl icants' voices repu lse H im .  

H i,s. Sight envelops everyth ing; 
He  sees the smal lest bl ack ant upon a 
piece of coal in a moonless, dark n ight. 
The h idden for H im is vis ib le and  the 
secret is publ ic. He knows what is more 
h idden than a secret. He  knows what is 
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secret and conta ined in a person's 
mind, conce ived in h is heart, which is 
not yet uttered by h is l ips. He  knows 
even what h is heart has not yet 
intended.  He knows that this person 
wil l have the intention to do 
such-and-such a thing at such-and-such 
a time. 

To Al l ah belong the creation and 
the command .  To H im belong the 
kingdom and pra ise. To H im belong this 
world and the next. To Him belong 
grace, b less ing and respect. In H is 
Hand is a l l  good and to H im a l l  affairs 
return. H is power encompasses . 
everything. H is grace extends to a l l  
l iv ing things. Those in the heavens and  
the earth ask  H im. Everyday, rather 
every moment, He man ifests H imself in 
a wondrous way! Al l depend upon H im 
for their safety and sustenance. He  
forgives s ins, rel ieves problems and 
removes woes. He  makes the poor 
rich, bestows knowledge on the 
ignorant, guides those who have gone 
astray, d irects the confused, a ids the 
desperate, frees the captive, feeds the 
hungry, clothes the naked and hea ls 
the s ick .  He  pardons the one who has 
been tried . He  accepts repentance 
from H is repentant s laves, rewards the 
righteous and he lps the oppressed. He  
humbles the arrogant, steadies the  one 
who stumbles and gives safety from 
fear. He  does not s leep, nor does 
drows iness or s leep overtake H im .  

To H im do the  deeds of  the  n ight 
ascend before those of the day, and 
the deeds of the day before those of 
the n ight. H is Ve il is l ight. Were He to 
l ift it, the vis ion of H is Face wi l l  
consume a l l  in  creation that gaze. He is 
the G iver of a l l  bounties, and giving 
does not lessen in the least what He  
possesses. The heart and  the forelocks 
of every creature are in His Hand .  The 
whole earth wil l be in H is grasp on the 
Day of Judgment, and al l  the heavens 
wi l l  be gathered in H is Right Hand .  The 
earth wi l l  shine bright with H is Light on 
the Day of J udgment. 

On the Day 

of Resurrection, He will grasp 

the earth [by His Hand] and will roll 

up the heaven with His Right Hand 

and will say, "I am the King. Where 

are the kings of the earth?" 

( ai-Bukhaaree) 

No  s in is too great for H im to 
forgive .  There is no need too great for 
H im to fu lfi l .  And if a l l  those in the 
heavens and the earth, from the 
beginn ing to the end of creation, 
human beings and j inn a l ike, had the 
heart of the most pious one among 
them, i t  would not add to H is Kingdom 
in the least. And i f  a l l  those in the 
heavens and the earth, human beings 
and j inn, l iv ing and dead, were 
gathered on a s ingle vast p la in  and 



asked from H im and He gave each one 
of them whatever they asked, this 
wou ld  not lessen even by a tiny particle 
what He possesses! 

If al l  the trees on earth, from the 
beginn ing to the end of time, were 
pens; if a l l  the seas and  seven other 
seas added to them were ink and those 
pens were to write in that ink, both the 
pens and ink would run out but the 
words of the Creator would not. He is 
the First before whom there is nothing. 
He is the Last after whom there is 
noth ing. He is the I nward above whom 
there is noth ing. He  is the Outward 
beneath whom there is nothing. 
G lorified and Exa lted is He !  

He  is most worthy to  be  invoked, 
worsh ipped and pra ised. He is the first 
to be thanked; the One whose support 
is most desired .  He  is the Most 
Generous of those who possess 
whatever He  has bestowed upon 
them, the Most Merciful of those who 
have power and the Most J ust of those 
who a re just. With H is m ight comes H is 
forgiveness; with H is withhold ing 
comes wisdom and with H is  
Knowledge comes pardon .  No  one has 
a rea l  right upon H im .  I f  He pun ishes 
any of H is creatures, it is in H is total 
j ustice; and if He blesses any of them, it 
is out of H is unbounded generosity and 
grace. 

There is no one to withhold what 
He  gives and no one to give what He 
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withholds !  There is no one to guide 
whomever He leads astray and no one 
to lead astray whomever He  guides. 
There is no one to perm it what H e  
forbids and no one to forbid what H e  
perm its. There is n o  one to ho ld far 
what He  brings near. He  is the Supreme 
Lord without a partner. He  is U n ique 
without equa l .  He  is the Eterna l ly  
Existent without a son or a mate. He i s  
the One without comparison or kind .  
Everything perishes except H is Face, 
every kingdom fades except H is 
Kingdom, every she ltering shade 
except H is wi l l  be withdrawn and every 
grace except H is Grace has a l im it. 

N one obeys except by His 
perm iss ion and mercy. None s ins 
except by H is knowledge and 
judgment. When He is obeyed He is 
Grateful, and when He is d isobeyed He 
overlooks and excuses! His anger is 
a lways just. H is b less ings are a lways by 
H is Grace. For H im a l l  hearts and 
secrets are open and the h idden is 
evident. When He wi l l s  something He 
mere ly says: Be! And it is !  

There is nothing s imi lar to H im, 
and He is the Al l -Hearing, the 
Al l-Seeing. 

Hence, every rite of worsh ip, be 
it prayer, fasting, pi lgrimage, 
sacrificing an an imal ,  vowing and so 
forth, must be done sole ly for the sake 
of Al lah .  Simi larly, a l l  suppl ications and 
prayers must be d irected to H im a lone. 
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I f  someone does any of these acts for someone other 
than Al l ah, he is negating h is tawheed. These acts 
include putting one's trust in Al lah ,  fearing only Al l ah 
and devoting oneself on ly to H im.  

Furthermore, in order for one's tawheed to be 
correct, one must reject and deny any form of 
taaghoot, fa lse gods or fa lse objects of worsh ip .  

To conc lude:  I s l am requ ires complete 
submiss ion to Al l ah Alone. Whoever submits h is wi l l  
completely to Him as wel l  as to someone or something 
else has actua l ly committed the s in of shirk. Sh irk 

(associating others with Al l ah in worship) is an  
unpardonab le s i n  which opposes true fa ith. Those who 
commit such a s in are d isbel ievers. 



A. Answer the fol lowing questions. 

1. How important is bel ief in Al lah? 

2. What is the meaning of the word 'tawheed'? 

3· What are the three types of tawheed? 

4· Give one or two examples for each type of tawheed. 

Belief in Allah 13 

Exercises 
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5· When does one negate one's tawheed? 

6. What is the meaning of the word taaghoot? Give some examples .  

B. Think-up 

With the he lp of your teacher, go over the lesson and h ighl ight the attributes 
of Alm ighty Al l ah .  



Belief in the Angels 

Bel ief in the Angels 

Belief in the angels is 

another fundamental 

belief that forms the 

cornerstone of eemaan 

- faith. When Allah's 

Messenger ( � ) was 

asked by Angel Jibreel 

( �� ), "What is Faith?" 

He replied, "It is to 

believe in Allah, His 

Angels, His Books, His 

Messengers, the Last 

Day, and to believe in 

the Divine Decree 

( al-qadar), both the 

good and the bad of it." 

(Muslim) 
Belief in the Angels, 

therefore, is the second 

article of faith. 

3 

-

The Word 'Malak' 

The Arabic word for angel is malak, whose 

pl ura l  form is malaa'ikah .  The Qur'an speaks of 

the creation of man from clay and that of j inn 

from fire.  'Aa' ishah ( � ) narrated that Al lah's 

Messenger ( � ) sa id that the jinn were created 

from fire (naar), and the angels were created 

from l ight (noor) .  (Mus l im) 

Thus, the angels are a type of Al lah ' s  

creation that cannot be seen by man.  They serve 

Alm ighty Al l ah in what He commands them and 

they do  not enjoy any d iv ine attributes 

whatsoever. They submit to Al lah 's commands 

completely. They never stray away from obeying 

H is orders even for a moment. 

This shows that the angels and the jinn are 

two d ifferent c lasses of Al lah's creation, and that 

it is a m istake to consider them as belonging to 

the same class. The Qur'an speaks of the angels 

as messengers (rusul) with wings . (Surat Faatir, 

35 :  1 )  
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Belief in the Angels consists of 

the Fol lowing: 

1. We must be l ieve that they exist. 

2. We must bel ieve in those angels  
whose names we know through 
the Qur 'an or the Sunnah.  For 
example, Angel J ibreel (�\) who 
brought reve l at ion to the 
Messenger ( � ) .  

3 ·  

4· 

We must bel ieve in the ir 
attributes, as mentioned in the 
Qur 'an or the Sunnah . For 
example, one of the Prophet's 
trad it ions state that Al l ah's 
Messenger ( � ) saw Angel 
J ibreel (�\) in the image in which 
he was created, with six hundred 
wings that b locked the horizon.  
We must bel ieve in the actions 
that they perform, as  mentioned 
in the Qur 'an or the authentic 
hadeeth. The Qur'an says that 
they worship Al l ah  and glorify 
H im day and n ight. I t  a l so states 
that specific angel s  have specific 
tasks. J ibreel ( ��) is entrusted 
with Al l ah ' s  reve lat ions which he 
brings down from Al l ah  to H is 
prophets and messengers .  
l s raafeel ( �\ ) is respons ib le for 
b lowing the Trumpet that wi l l  
resurrect the dead on the Day of 
J udgment. M ikaa 'ee l  ( �� ) is 
entrusted with the ra in and 
vegetation .  

• � •• � ••• ��··�·· � ... � ... �4· ._.. � •• �48 

� � 
• 

Each one of us  has two angels  with h im � 
• who constantly record a l l  h is words • 

� .. and deeds.  The Qur'an  says, "Behold, � � two [recording angels] appointed to § 
� learn [his doings and note them], one � 
• I • sitting on the right and one on the left. � � Not a word does he utter but there is a t 

• � vigilant recorder." (Surat Qaaf, 50:17-18) � �� � ·�·� ·���··�·�·� ·�� � 
The bel ievers know that there 

are angel s  ca l l ed mu 'aqqibaat that 
protect man in a l l  s ituations. The 
Qur'an  says, "For each [person] there 

are angels in succession, before and 

behind him. They guard him by the 

command of Allah." (Surat ar-Ra'd, 

13:11) Another verse reads, He is the 

Irresistible, Supreme over His s laves, 

and He sends guardians over you." 

(Surat ai-An 'aam, 6 :6 1 )  These 
guard ians guard as well as write a l l  of 
one 's  good and bad deeds.  

Another angel we know of is the 
Angel of Death who is entrusted with 
the task of taking sou ls .  The Qur 'an 
says, "Say the angel of death who is 



set over you wil l  take your souls, then 

you wil l  be brought to your Lord." 

(Surat as-Sajdah, 32 : 1 1 )  

Some angels  a re entrusted with 
the task of keeping Paradise (Surat 

az-Zumar, 39:73), whi le others (ca l led 
az-Zabaaniyah) are in charge of keeping 
the He l lfire (Surat AI-Muddath-th ir, 

74:27-31 ) 

Some angels  are entrusted with 
the foetus in the womb. When the 
foetus has spent four months in the 
womb, Almighty Al l ah  sends an angel 
with the orders to write h is provision, 
his l ifespan, h is deeds and whether he 
wi l l  be m iserab le  or happy in the 
hereafter. 

There a re a l so two angels  that 
question the dead in their graves as  
wel l a s  ange ls  that pray for the 
bel ievers and support them when they 
do righteous deeds to earn the Good 
P leasure of Al l ah .  For instance, among 
many ahadeeth of th is nature, the 
Prophet ( � ) sa id, "Al l ah, the angels 
and the inhabitants of the heavens and 
the earth, even the ant in its ho le and 
the fish,  pray for the one who teaches 
people good ." (at-Tabaraanee) 

Their Prayers for the person 
continue for a long time, even after the 
person has completed h is good deed. 
Al lah's Messenger ( � ) once said, "No  
man  goes t o  vis it an  i l l  person i n  the 
late afternoon except that seventy 
thousand angels go with h im and 
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continue to seek forgiveness for him 
unti l  the morn ing and he sha l l  have a 
garden in Parad ise. And if one goes to 
h im in the morn ing, seventy thousand 
angels go with h im and seek his 
forgiveness unti l  the evening and he 
sha l l  have a garden in Parad ise." 
(Ahmad, Abu Daawood and 
at-Tirm idhee) 

In fact, a bel iever can reach a 
point where the angels  begin to love 
him and spread love for h im in the 
world .  The Prophet ( � ) said, " If Al lah 
loves a person, He ca l l s  J ibree l  ( �� ) 
saying, 'Al l ah  loves so and so, 
therefore, so love h im.  The dwel lers of 
the heaven then l ove him and he is 
then granted acceptance among the 
people of the earth." (a i -Bukhaaree 
and Mus l im) 

The Supplications of those 

Angels who are very Close to Allah 

The Qur'an says, "Those [angels] 

who sustain the Throne of Al lah and 

those around it exalt [Al lah] with 

praise of their Lord and believe in Him 

and ask forgiveness for those who 

believe, saying, 'Our Lord, You have 

encompassed a l l  things in mercy and 

knowledge; so forgive those who 

repent and fol low Your path and 

protect them from the punishment of 

Hel lfire! Our Lord, admit them into the 

gardens of perpetual bliss which you 

have promised them, and to the 
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righteous among their fathers, their 

spouses and their children. Tru ly, You 

are the Almighty, the All-Wise."' (Surat 

Ghaaf1r, 40 :7-8) 

The bel iever recognizes that the 

angels a re a very good and magnificent 

creation .  As we have learnt earl ier, 

Al lah's Messenger ( �) describes Angel 

J ibreel ( �\ ) as having six hundred 

wings. (a i -Bukhaaree) Another hadeeth 

in Saheeh M uslim describes Angel 

J ibreel ( �� ) once as fi l l ing up the 

entire horizon.  The goodness and 

magn ificence of this creation of Al lah 

certa in ly points to the greatness and 

magnificence o� its Creator. It is th is 

knowledge that deepens a person's 
love, awe and admiration for Al l ah .  

The Electrifying Possibility of 

Observing Angels 

Usayd ibn Hudhayr ( � ) was 

recit ing the Qur 'an in his enc losure one 

n ight when his horse began to jump 

about frantica l ly. Repeatedly Usayd 

wou ld  stop his recitation unti l  the 

horse was ca lm .  N o  sooner had he 

resumed reciting than the horse would 
aga in begin to jump wi ld ly. Eventua l ly 

he stopped a ltogether for fear  of 
having h is son trampled over by the 
horse.  

Usayd ( � ) observed, whi le 
standing near the horse, something 
l i ke a canopy over h is head with what 

seemed to be lamps in it ris ing up in the 

sky until i t  d isappeared. The next day, 

he approached the Prophet ( � ) and 

informed h im of what he had seen the 

previous n ight. The Prophet ( � ) said, 

"Those were the angels who l istened 

to you; and if you had continued 

reciting, the people would have seen 

them in the morn ing and they would 

not have concealed themse lves from 

them."  (Saheeh M uslim, Engl ish 

trans lat ion by Abdu l-H ameed 

Siddeeqee, Hadeeth no. 1 742) 

Loving Others for Allah's Sake 

Abu H urayrah (�) narrated that 

Al l ah's Messenger ( � ) said, "A man 

set out to visit a brother [ in fa ith]  of h is  

in another town, and Al lah appointed 

an angel for him on his way. When he 

came to h im, the angel asked, 'Where 

do you intend to go?' The man rep l ied, 

' I  intend to vis it a brother of mine in 

this town. '  The angel then sa id, 'Do you 

have any property with him that you 

want to check on?' He rep l ied, ' No, it is 

on ly because I love h im for the sake of 

Al l ah  Most H igh. '  The angel then sa id, ' I  

am a messenger to you from Al l ah  [to 

inform you] that Al l ah  loves you as you 

love h im for H is sake."' (Mus l im) This 

hadeeth ind icates that the angels  can 

assume human shape by Al lah's l eave. 



The angels record the words and 
deeds of each and every one of us .  
They are a lways in our presence. This i s  
the reason why the Prophet ( � ) 
stated, "Whoever eats of this 
[offens ive] plant ( i .e .  garl ic) must not 
approach our mosque, for the angels 
are harmed by that which harms 
humans ." (Mus l im) 

Hence, even if  no  other humans 
are around, the bel iever knows that 
the angels a re a round; therefore, he 
shou ld a lways rema in carefu l and 
modest in the ir  presence.  He  shou ld 
avoid doing anything that may annoy 
and harm these beloved nob le 
creatures. It is important to note that 
the angels are neither ma le  nor female, 
and that they ne ither eat nor drink. 

A very del ightful hadeeth 

narrates some of the functions of the 
ange ls .  A l lah's Messenger ( � ) said, 
"Al l ah  has some ange ls  who look for 
those who celebrate the pra ises of 
Al l ah  on the roads and paths, and 
when they find some people 
celebrating the pra ises of Al l ah, they 
ca l l  each other saying, 'Come to the 
object of your pursu it . '  The ange ls  then 
encircle them with their wings up to 
the sky of the world .  Then their Lord 
asks them, a lthough He is Most 
Knowledgeab le of them, 'What do my 
s laves say?' The angels  rep ly, 'They say: 
Sub-haanal/aah, Allaahu Akbar and 

ai-Hamdulillaah . '  Al lah then says, 'D id 
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they see Me?' The angels rep ly, ' N o, by 
Al lah, they d id not see You. '  Al l ah  says, 
'How would  it have been if they saw 
Me?' The angels reply, ' I f  they saw You, 
they would worsh ip You more devoutly 
and celebrate Your G lory more deeply, 
and more often dec lare Your freedom 
from any resemblance to anyth ing . . .  "' 

( a i -Bukhaaree) 
Be l ief in the angels  is one of the 

essentia l a rt ic les of faith . Therefore, if 
a person does not bel ieve in them, he is 
without doubt a d isbel iever. 
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Exercises 

A. State whether these statements are true (T) or false {F). 

1. The Jinn a re a lso angels .  __ _ 

2.  Angels can assume human forms. __ _ 

3· Bel ief in the Qur 'an cannot be confirmed un less one bel ieves in a l l  the 

angels .  __ _ 

B. Fil l in the blanks. 

1. 

2 .  

3· 

4· 

The Arabic word for angels is __ _ _ 

Almighty Al lah created man from _____ , jinn from ____ _ 

and the angels from _______ _ 

Angel J ibreel ( �\ ) is recorded as having _________ wings. 

When a person vis its an i l l  person, angels go with 

h im, and seek forgiveness for h im. 

C. Answer the fol lowing questions. 

1. Mention some qua l it ies of the angels .  
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2. There are two angels who stay with us  a l l  of the time. What are their duties? 

3· What is the ru l ing regard ing someone who does not bel ieve in the angels? 

4· What did the Prophet ( � ) say wou ld have happened had Usayd ( � ) 
continued to rec ite the Qur'an? 

5· Accord ing to a hadeeth, what are the th ings that bother the angels? 

D. Think-up 

Mention at least five angels and their respons ib i l it ies. 



Belief in Allah's Books 

Belief in Allah's Books includes 

four Things 

Bel ief in Al lah 's Books inc l udes 
the fo l lowing: 

1. 

2. 

Bel ief that these Books were 
tru ly  revea led by Alm ighty Al l ah 
to H is messengers. 
Bel ief in the d iv ine books 
mentioned in the Qur'an or the 
Sunnah.  

3· 

4· 

4 

Divine revelations 
Mentioned In the 
Qur'an and the 
Sunnah 

1. The Tawraah 
(Torah) revealed to 
Prophet Moosaa ( �1) 
2. The Zaboor 
revea led to Prophet 
Daawood( �1) 
3· The fnjeel 
(Gospel) revea led to 
Prophet ' Eesaa (�1) 
4· There is a l so 
reference in the 
Qur'an to the suhuf -

the Scro l l s  revea led to 
l braaheem ( �� ) and 
Moosaa ( �1). 
5· The G lorious 
Qur'an, the F ina l  Book 
revea led to Prophet 
M uhammad ( �) 

Acting in accordance with the 
teach ings of the Qur'an, which is 
the fina l  reve lat ion. One must 
submit to it completely, even if 
he does not a ltogether grasp the 
wisdom behind the command or 
statement. 
Bel ief that a l l  the d iv ine books 
had been abrogated by the 
Qur'an, as Al l ah says, "And We 

have sent down to you the Book 



(i.e. this Qur'an) in truth, 

confirming the scriptures that 

came before it and judging over 

them." (Surat ai-Maa ' idah, 5 :48) 

Therefore, it is not perm iss ib le 
to apply any of the l aws from the 
previous books un less the 
Qur'an confirms that law; and if 
there is anything about which 
there is doubt, we must not turn 
to these books, but to the 
Qur'an, as Alm ighty Al l ah says, 
"And if you differ in anything 

among yourselves, refer it to 

Allah and His Messenger." 

{Surat An-Nisaa ' ,  4 :59)  

A Word about the Previous 

Revelations 

The Books that the Jews and the 
Christians  possess today, which they 
ca l l  the Torah, Gospel and  the Psalms, 
may contain some of the origina l  
reve lat ions. I t  shou ld be noted here, 
however, that they have been 
d istorted and that count less changes, 
add it ions and de letions have been 
made into them over the centuries. 
Hence, to bel ieve in the Tawraah of 
Moosaa ( �\ ), for example, does not 
mean that a M us l im bel ieves in the first 
five books of the present-day O ld 
Testament. The two are d ifferent 
Books a ltogether. The Old Testament, 
however, may contain some of what 
was origina l ly revealed in the Tawraah. 
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Al l of the previous reve lat ions 
have been abrogated by the final 
reve lation - the G lorious Qur'an. 
There is no need for any M us l im to turn 
to the remnants of any of the previous 
reve lat ions for guidance. Everything 
that he needs for h is guidance is 
conta ined in the Qur'an .  I t  is not 
perm iss ib le to act in accordance with 
any ru l ing mentioned in the previous 
reve lat ions un less i t  is approved by the 
Qur'an .  

One of  the  greatest blessings of 
Al l ah is that He  sent reve lat ions for the 
guidance of mankind .  In fact, H e  sent 
specific and  d ifferent revelations 
according to the needs and cond it ions 
of d ifferent peoples over t ime. This 
mercy of Al l ah continued unti l  the 
Qur'an was revea led .  I ndeed, the 
Qur'an conta ins a l l  the guidance that 
people need from the time of the 
Messenger of Al lah ( � ) unti l  the Last 
Day. Because the Qur'an provides 
guidance for a l l  p laces and  times unti l  
the Day of Resurrection, Al l ah has 
undertaken to protect it from any 
tampering or d i stort ions .  

The Glorious Qur'an is Protected 

by Allah Himself 

The Qur'an is the uncreated 
Word of Al l ah .  It is the F ina l  Message of 
Al l ah to a l l  mankind .  Its present form is 
the same as it was at the t ime of the 
Prophet ( � ).  The Qur'an has come 
down to us complete. No changes have 
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ever been made in it. Nothing of it is m issing. No  add it ions 
have ever been made to it .  No part, not even a t iny syl l ab le  
of  it is forgotten or has gone unrecorded.  The Qur'an is 
protected by Al l ah  H imself from al l  forms of d istort ions .  

The Qur'an is the on ly revea led book in the world 
today that has been preserved in its pure origina l  form. 
There is no other instance of any revea led book, of 
whatever description, which has been preserved over 
such a length of time. The text of the Qur'an wi l l  rema in as 
it was revea led unti l  the end of time. I t  is protected by 
Al lah H imse lf. 

EE 

"Truly, We Who have sent down the 

Reminder (i.e. the Qur'an), and We 

will assuredly preserve it [from 

corruption]." 

(Surat ai-Hijr, 1 5 :9)  

Almighty Al l ah  a l so says about it, 
� \_(\'"' �/ -:; rffA � / ft :': �  y. �  / ���--�';/ �_7::f'� ,�� 

� / �"' Y..}. .:: .be "" -'  "' -- -- ,. ,-/ ?/ i � H"� "/  �J:�����_)���� 
" It i s  an  honourable, inimitable book; 

falsehood cannot come to it from before it 

or behind it; [ it is] sent down by the 

Al l-Wise, Worthy of a l l  praise." (Surat 

Fussilat, 41 :41-42) 

EE 



A I-Qurtubee mentions a 
marvel lous story in h is  Tafseer. H e  says: 
The Cal iph a i-Ma'moon used to ho ld  
occas iona l  debates on various issues at  
h is court where a l l  scholars were 
invited .  It so happened once that a Jew 
came to attend one of these debates. 
By his looks, d ress, speech and 
manners, he seemed to be an  e legant 
person .  H is speech during the debate 
was exce l lent and bri l l iant. When the 
meeting was over, a l-Ma'moon ca l led 
h im and asked h im if he was a Jew, 
which he confirmed.  To test h im, 
a i-Ma'moon asked h im to accept I s lam, 
in which case he could hope to receive 
the best poss ib le treatment from h im. 
The Jew said that he was not wi l l ing to 
abandon the rel igion of h is forefathers .  
The matter ended there, and the man 
went away. 

Then after one year the same 
person returned, but this t ime as a 
Mus l im.  H e  made a remarkab le 
contribution to the court meetings on 
the subject of I s l amic fiqh.  When the 
sessions were over, a i-Ma'moon cal led 
the man and asked h im whether he 
was the same man who had come the 
previous year. The man answered, 
"Yes." AI-Ma'moon asked h im, "You 
refused to accept I s l am last t ime you 
came. Te l l  me what made you accept 
I s l am." 
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He  answered, "When I left your 
court, I decided to do some research 
on the rel igions of our t ime. I am a 
scribe by profession. I write books and 
se l l  them. They bring me good price. 
This time, I decided to make a test. F irst 
I made three handwritten copies of the 
Torah in which I made some add it ions 
and de letions of my own. I took these 
manuscripts to the synagogue. The 
Jews found them interesting and 
bought them. 

"Then, I d id the same thing with 
the New Testament. I made three 
manuscripts, complete with my 
add it ions and de letions and  took them 
to the church. The Christians were 
pleased with these manuscripts and 
bought them from me. After that I 
tried the same th ing with the Qur'an .  I 
made three superb handwritten copies 
of the Qur'an but with a few add it ions 
and de letions of my own. When I went 
out to sel l  them, I faced a problem; for 
when Mus l im bookse l lers examined 
the manuscripts they hurled them 
across saying that the books had been 
corrupted .  From this incident, I learnt 
that this Book is protected and 
preserved by Al l ah  H imse lf. 1 ,  
therefore, embraced I s lam." 
(Muhammad a i-Qurtubee, AI-Jaami ' L i  

Ahkaam ai-Qur'aan, Vol .  5, pp.  6-7) 
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Exercises 

A. Fil l in the b lanks. 

1. Bel ief in Al lah's Books is the artic le of faith. 

2.  

---

Bel ief in Al lah's Books refers to Al l ah sent down to 
-------

H is Messengers. 

3· A M us l im must bel ieve in a l l  the Books revea led by Al l ah but must fo l low 

on ly the 
--------

4· i s  the on ly revealed Book today that is preserved .  

B. Answer the fol lowing questions. 

1. What is the purpose for Al lah's reve l ations? 

2.  What made the Jew embrace Is lam when he had refused to do  so the previous 
year? 
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3· What a re the d iv ine revelations mentioned in the Qur 'an that Almighty Al lah 
sent down, and to whom had they been sent? 

4· Can the Qur 'an, in your opin ion, be subject to any human changes whatsoever, 
and why? 

5· Do we have to bel ieve in a l l  Al l ah ' s  Books? Why or why not? 

6. Can we, in your op in ion, fo l l ow any of the laws mentioned in the present-day 
O ld and New Testaments? Why or why not? 

C. Think-up 

Why do  you th ink Al lah has preserved the Qur'an from d istortions whi le H e  d id  
no such thing with the previous scriptures? 



Belief in the 
Messengers of Allah 

The fourth artic le of faith is the 
bel ief in the Messengers of Al l ah .  

To bel ieve in Al l ah ' s  Messengers 
means to bel ieve with certa inty that 
Al l ah  sent a messenger to each nation, 
ca l l ing them to worsh ip Al lah a lone and 
not to associate any partners with H im 
in worship .  

All Messengers were Human 

Beings 

Al l  the prophets and  messengers 
were human beings chosen by Al l ah to 
receive reve lat ions from H im .  They 
were commanded to pass on these 
revelations to people of their t ime. A 
person cannot by h imself atta in 
Prophethood or M essengership 
through spiritua l  exercises or personal 
efforts. I t  is Alm ighty Al lah a lone who 
chooses H is Messengers and He a lone 

5 

knows best whom to 
choose. 

I ndeed, Al l ah 
chooses messengers 
from both angels and 
men,  as the Qur'an 
says, "Al lah chooses 

messengers from 

angels and from 

men." (Surat ai-Hajj, 

22:75) 
A l m i g h t y 

Al l ah a lso sent prophets and 
messengers to every nation. "There 

was not a single nation among whom 

a warner had not passed." (Surat 

Faatir, 35: 24) 

We do not know about al l of 
them, as the Qur'an  says, "[We sent] 

messengers about whom We have 

related [their stories] to you before 

and messengers about whom We have 

not related to you." (Surat an-Nisaa', 4 :  

1 64) 
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As t ime passed, the origina l  
message of each prophet and 
messenger was distorted or entirely 
lost, and it became necessary for a new 
prophet or messenger to appear. S ince 
I s l am is the fina l  rel igion, Al l ah has 
preserved its message from al l  forms 
of corrupt ion. Therefore, the bel iefs 
and practices which Musl ims recognize 
today are the same bel iefs and 
practices taught by Prophet 
M uhammad ( � ) himse lf. 

It is s ignificant to note that a l l  
the messengers and prophets were 
human beings. They ate and drank. 
They became i l l  and recovered from 
i l lness .  They married and had ch i ldren .  
They l ived and d ied.  They suffered from 
what other humans suffer. They were, 
however, un l ike ord inary fo lks .  They 
were morta l  but the most perfect of 
human beings. They were 
extraord inary men but d id not have 
any d ivine status .  They did not know 
anything about the unseen except for 
those matters about which Alm ighty 
Al l ah revealed to them. The Qur 'an 
says, "Say, ' I  am only a human being 

l ike you to whom it has been revealed 

to me that your god is but one God."' 

(Surat Fussilat, 41 :6) 

Correct Bel ief in Al lah's 

Messengers consists of four Things 

The correct bel ief in the 
messengers of Al lah cons ists of four  
things: 

1. 

2. 

3· 

Bel ief that the message of a l l  of 
them is the truth from Al l ah .  If a 
person den ies any single one of 
them who is confirmed in the 
Qur'an or the Prophet 's  
trad it ions, then he is in fact 
denying a l l  of them. Denia l  of 
one is tantamount to den ia l  of a l l  
o f  them, s ince their message i s  
essent ia l ly one  and the  same. 
Mus l ims must bel ieve in a l l  the 
prophets and messengers .  
Bel ief in a l l  the prophets and 
messengers mentioned by their 
names in the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah.  As for those not 
mentioned in the Qur 'an, one 
must bel ieve in them in genera l .  
One must bel ieve that there i s  
not a s ingle community among 
whom a warner had not come. 
Al lah sent many prophets and 
messengers a lthough not a l l  of 
them are mentioned in the 
Qur'an or the Sunnah.  

Bel ief in everything they sa id .  
They commun icated their 
message from Al lah completely 
and correctly. They tried hard to 
de l iver Al lah's message. They 
strove hard for Al lah's sake in 
the most complete manner. 
They were the most 
knowledgeable of a l l  people .  
They were the best servants of 
Al lah .  Al l ah protected them from 
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4· 

ascrib ing to H im something of 
their own invention  or judging 
according to their whims and 
desires. He a lso protected them 
from committing s ins or adding 
or deleting something from the 
re l igion .  

One must act in accordance with 
the gu idance and the teach ings 
of the messengers Almighty 
Al lah sent for man 's guidance.  

I ndeed, it is one of Al l ah ' s  great 
bless ings that H e  sent prophets and 
messengers to guide mankind to the 
right path. In fact, people a re more in  
need of the prophets' guidance than 
they a re of food, d rink  and shelter. 
Al l ah  sent prophets and messengers 
with c lear proofs and supported them 
with mirac les .  

Aadam ( &;§\ ) was the first man 
and the first prophet, and the 
succession of prophets and 
messengers came to an  end with 
Prophet Muhammad ( � ), who was 
the Seal of the Prophets. I ndeed, he 
was the un iversal and final messenger 
of Al l ah  to a l l  mankind .  Every prophet 
and messenger was sent to h is  own 
people, but Prophet M uhammad ( � ) 
was sent to a l l  mankind, as the Qur 'an 
says, "Say [0 Muhammad], 'O 

mankind, truly, I am the Messenger of 

Allah to you al l ."' (Surat ai-A'raaf, 

7:1 58)  

The Qur 'an speaks of Aadam 
( &;§I ) as the first man and the first 
Prophet. Prophethood began with 
Aadam ( &;§I ), and it came to a close 
with Prophet Muhammad ( � ).  The 
end is a lways in a sense a return to the 
beginn ing. This is equa l ly true of the 
Prophets' m iss ion and I s l am.  I s lam, 
being the fina l  message, has in it not 
only the fragrance of the end but a lso 
of the beginn ing. I s lam, in its final  
form, is the most beautiful , adequate, 
the most wonderful and perfect 
re l igion .  Prophet Muhammad's 
character was the Qur 'an itself. H is 
whole l ife was the Qur 'an in action .  

The Purpose of Sending 

Prophets and Messengers 

The Qur 'an says, "And We 

certainly sent into every nation a 

messenger, [saying], 'Worship Allah 

and avoid the Taaghoot (i.e. false 

gods)." (Surat an-Nahl, 1 6 :36)  
Thus, the basic message of a l l  

prophets and messengers was the 
same: to ca l l  to the Oneness of Al l ah  
(tawheed), to worsh ip H im Alone and 
to shun fa lse gods and powers of  evi l .  

Al l the prophets and  messengers 
were inspired by Al l ah .  They a l l  
brought the same bas ic truth that 
there is only One God - Al lah,  who wi l l  
reward the good and pun ish  the 
wicked .  They al l  had the same m ission 
to ca l l  people to the Stra ight Path. 

� � 
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Difference between Nabee and Rasool 

A ' rasool' (messenger) is a man who was 
inspired with a new law or set of laws and sent to a 
transgressing people, conveying to them Al l ah ' s  
message. 

A ' nabee' (prophet) is a man who was inspired 
with a message, but the message was to fo l low the 
law of those who came before h im.  He was sent to 
apply a previous ly revealed l aw. 

Stories of Prophets and 

Messengers in the Qur'an 

The stories of prophets and 
messengers form a significant portion 
of the Qur'an .  The Qur 'an, however, 
does not tel l  the stories of the large 
number of prophets and messengers 
as mentioned in the hadeeth . There are 
twenty-five prophets mentioned in the 
Qur'an :  Aadam, l d rees, Nooh, H ood, 
Saal ih, l braaheem, l smaa 'eel ,  l s-haaq, 
Ya 'qoob, Lot, Yoosuf, Shu ' ayb, 
Ayyoob, Dhu i-Kifl, M usaa, Haaroon, 
Yoosha, l lyaas, Daawood, Su laymaan, 
' Uzayr, Zakariyyaa, Yahyaa, ' Eesaa, and 
Muhammad-May Al lah ' s  peace and 
bless ings be upon them a l l !  

The Qur'an speaks of  Prophet 
Muhammad ( � ) as the Last of the 
Prophets - Khaatam an-Nabiyyeen . 

Al lah's Messenger ( � ) once sa id, " My 
example and the example of the 
prophets before me is l i ke that of a 

man who has bu i lt a house and he 
made i t  very good and very beautifu l 
with the exception of one stone in the 
corner; so people began to go round it 
and  to wonder at it and say, 'Why has 
the stone not been p laced?"' The 
Prophet (� ) sa id, "I am this stone, and 
I am the Last of  the Prophets." 
(AI-Bukhaaree) 

I t  is thus the same procession 
moving forward throughout human 
h istory s ince Aadam ( �I ) .  They 
brought the same guidance, warned 
people aga inst Al l ah ' s  punishment and 
gave them good news of a happy l ife in 
th is  l ife and  eterna l  b l i ss in the 
hereafter. This procession inc l udes 
noble men from various nations and 
various countries who l ived at d ifferent 
t imes. Every one of them received 
revelations from Al l ah, and none of 
them invented anyth ing in re l igion .  
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The Reason behind Raising Allah's Messenger ( � ) 

The Prophet's ( ;i ) Mission: 

The Qur'an states in several p laces the objectives of 
Prophet M uhammad's m iss ion.  It says in one p lace: 

"Just as We sent to you a messenger from among 

you, who recites to you Our revelations and purifies 

you and teaches you the Book and wisdom (i.e. the 

Prophet's Sunnah) and teaches you that which you 

did not know." (Surat ai-Baqarah, 2: 1 51 )  

One of  the Prophet's duties was  to  teach h is 
fol lowers how to understand and interpret the 
Qur 'an, and trans late it  into a practica l code for da i ly 
l ife . The Prophet's Mosque was the foca l point of 
M us l im l ife and its centre of learn ing. It produced a 
un ique and great civi l ization as wel l  a s  a commun ity 
of bel ievers that has no para l le l  in human h istory. 



Bel ief in the Messengers of Al lah 33 

Exercises 

A. State whether these statements are true (T) or false (F). 

1 .  Al l prophets and messengers were human beings. __ _ 

2.  Anyone can become a prophet. 
---

3· Denia l  of one prophet is tantamount to the den ia l  of a l l  prophets. __ 

4· All prophets and messengers Al lah sent are mentioned in the Qur'an. __ 

5· Al l the prophets gave the same guid ing l ight. __ _ 

B. Answer the fol lowing questions. 

1 .  Why has Alm ighty Al lah preserved Muhammad's message from corruption? 

2. Why did people reject prophets and  messengers even though they brought 
c lear signs and proofs to them? 

3· Mention  some of the qua l it ies of the prophets and messengers .  
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4· What was Al lah's purpose for sending prophets and messengers? 

5· What example did the Prophet ( � ) used to exp la in his position as the Last 
Prophet? 

6. What was Al lah's purpose in sending Muhammad ( � )? 

7· What's the d ifference between a 'nabee' and  a ' rasoo/'? 

8. Why, in your opin ion, is Prophet Muhammad's  message un iversa l?  


