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5th Grade English Project: 
My Journal as a Paper Son / Daughter
Project Overview:
In this project, you will step into the shoes of a “Paper Son” or “Paper Daughter”—Chinese immigrants who, long ago, had to pretend to be the children of U.S. citizens to enter America. Many of them kept their stories secret, but their courage, struggles, and creativity shaped their lives.
You will create a journal that tells the story of your life as a Paper Son or Daughter. Your journal should be written in the first person (“I”) and show imagination, empathy, and strong writing skills.
What to Include in Your Journal: 
1. Introduction Page
Write your “new identity” (your paper name, age, where you are from).
Include a drawing of yourself or a creative “passport” page.
2. The Journey to America 
Describe what it was like to leave China.
How did you feel on the ship? Scared? Excited? Seasick? 
3. The Angel Island Experience 
Write about being questioned by officials.
What kinds of questions might they ask you about your “paper family”?
Show how you had to memorize your answers. 



4. Life in America 
Describe your struggles (language, work, being separated from family).
Show moments of courage and creativity as you try to build a new life. 
5. Reflection 
End your journal with a reflection: What did you learn about courage, hope, and identity?
Creative Add-Ons (Optional but Encouraged:
Illustrations of your journey, family, or Angel Island barracks.
Poems or letters you might have written home.
A “family tree” showing your “paper family.”
Rubric for “My Journal as a Paper Son / Daughter”: 
	Category
	4 – Excellent 
	3 – Good 
	2 – Developing 
	1 – Needs Work 

	Content & Creativity
	Journal is detailed, imaginative, and shows deep understanding of struggles and courage.
	Journal shows creativity and understanding but lacks detail in some parts.
	Journal has some creative ideas but is missing important details.
	Journal is incomplete or lacks creativity.

	 Organization
	Journal is well-organized with clear sections (journey, Angel Island, life in America, reflection).
	Journal has most sections but may be missing some details or transitions.
	Journal is somewhat organized, but sections are unclear or incomplete.  





	Journal is disorganized or missing most sections.   


	Writing Skills
	Strong use of first-person voice, correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation throughout.
	Mostly correct grammar and spelling with a few errors.
	Frequent grammar/spelling errors make it harder to follow.
	Many errors, hard to understand.

	
	
	
	
	

	Effort & Presentation
	Neat, colorful, and shows strong effort (illustrations, extras included).
	Neat and shows good effort.
	Some effort but rushed or plain.
	Little effort; messy or incomplete.
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