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Grade 6 English
Review Sheet
 
Michaela DePrince: 
The War Orphan Who Became a Ballerina

Comprehension Summary
1. Why did the Aunties at the orphanage dislike Michaela?
The Aunties disliked Michaela because of her skin condition (vitiligo) and considered her “the devil’s child.” They treated her badly and gave her less food and clothes.

2. How did Michaela first learn about ballet and ballerinas?
She found a torn magazine picture of a ballerina in the wind outside the orphanage. That picture inspired her and gave her hope.

3. How did Michaela finally leave the orphanage?
She was adopted by an American couple, who brought her to the United States and supported her dream of becoming a dancer.

4. What happened after she left the orphanage?
Michaela began ballet lessons, trained hard, and faced challenges because of her race and background, but she became a professional ballerina and joined the Dance Theatre of Harlem.

5. What difficulties did Michaela face as a child?
She faced war, loss of her parents, discrimination, and rejection in the orphanage. Later, she also faced racism in ballet because there were very few Black ballerinas.

6. How does the video help you understand her difficulties?
The video shows real images and emotions, helping viewers see how much she struggled but also how strong and determined she was.

7. What message does her story send?
Michaela’s story teaches that with hope, hard work, and determination, anyone can overcome difficult circumstances and achieve their dreams.

 Vocabulary Summary
	Word
	Meaning
	Example

	antagonism
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Strong dislike or opposition
	There was antagonism between the dancers competing for a role.

	refugee
	A person forced to leave home due to war or danger
	Michaela was a refugee from Sierra Leone.

	distraught
	Deeply upset or worried
	She felt distraught when she saw children suffer during the war.


· Synonyms for antagonism: hostility, conflict
· Antonyms for antagonism: friendship, harmony

Analysis Summary
1. Why did Michaela think everyone in the U.S. had pointe shoes?
She believed the U.S. was a perfect place where everyone could dance, showing her innocence and hope as a child.

2. Turning points in her life:
· Finding the ballerina picture — inspired her dream.
· Being adopted — gave her a chance for a new life.
· Joining a professional ballet company — fulfilled her dream.

3. Challenges and Triumphs:
· Challenges: War, loss, discrimination, rejection.
· Triumphs: Adoption, education, becoming a professional ballerina, inspiring others.

4. Elements of Biographical Writing:
· Facts: Real events from Michaela’s life.
· Actual Events: Her adoption, training, and ballet career.
· Direct Quotations: Show her thoughts (“It is a challenge...”).
· Other People’s Views: Highlight how others admired her strength and success.

Essential Question
What are some of the challenges and triumphs of growing up?
Growing up can be difficult, but Michaela’s story shows that resilience, courage, and believing in yourself can help you turn pain into success.
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