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Unit 3 
Review Sheet
Feathered Friend

About the Author & Background
· Arthur C. Clarke wrote this story a long time ago, in the 1950s.
· This was a time when people were very excited about space travel and new inventions (technology).
· The story is part of the Golden Age of Science Fiction, which means great stories about the future.

About the Story: "Feathered Friend"
· The story takes place in a Space Station.

· The main character is the Narrator (the person telling the story).

· Another key character is Sven Olsen, who is a construction worker on the station.
· Sven is a small, light, and wiry man, not a big giant, because small size is better for working in space.

· Sven is very skilled at building things that float in free fall (no gravity).
Summary 
1. Sven Smuggles a Pet: Sven brings a pet to the space station, even though there is no rule about pets. The pet is a small, yellow canary named Claribel.

2. Claribel in Space: The Narrator first sees Claribel floating perfectly still in the air because there is no gravity. Claribel learns quickly how to move with just a few small wing flicks.

3. Hiding the Bird: The crew keeps Claribel a secret because VIPs (important people) visit. They hide her when visitors come, but she is a general pet that everyone likes.

4. A Bad Morning: One morning, the Narrator wakes up with a bad headache and feels slow. Everyone is quiet at breakfast.

5. Claribel Passes Out: Sven comes in and shows the crew Claribel. She is a tiny bundle of feathers, and her claws are sticking up pathetically (in a way that makes you feel sorry for her).

6. The Mystery: The bird is given oxygen from a tank and revives (wakes up), but then immediately passes out again when the mask is taken off.

7. The Narrator Remembers: The Narrator suddenly remembers that miners on Earth used to take canaries into mines to warn them of bad air (gas).

8. The Alarm Fails: The Narrator realizes something is wrong with the air! The duty engineer, Jim, says the alarms should have gone off. Jim's assistant admits that the second (backup) alarm circuit is not connected.

 Lesson & Why Claribel Is Important
· Claribel is a lifesaver. The canary is much more sensitive to bad air than the humans are. When she passed out, it was a warning sign that the air was dangerous for the humans, too.

· She replaces technology that failed. The crew relied on expensive electronic alarms, but the simple, low-tech canary was the one that worked and saved them.

Vocabulary Words
	Word
	Simple Meaning for Students
	How it's Used in the Story

	Pathetically
	In a way that makes you feel pity or sorry for someone/something.
	Claribel's claws were sticking up pathetically when she passed out. (It made the crew sad.)

	Distressed
	To be very troubled, upset, or worried.
	The crew was equally distressed when Sven showed them the bird. (They were worried about Claribel.)

	Mournfully
	In a way that shows great sadness or grief.
	Sven said mournfully, "I don't know," when asked what happened to his bird. (He was grieving the loss of his pet.)

	Apologetically
	In a way that shows you are sorry for something you did or said.
	The cook-doctor spoke apologetically after trying to hear the bird's heartbeat. (He felt bad he couldn't tell if she was alive.)

	Lamented
	Said something in a way that showed deep sadness, sorrow, or regret.
	Sven lamented, "What's wrong with her?" after she passed out again. (He spoke with deep sorrow.)
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Determine Theme
· Theme: The lesson or message of the story.

· Suggested Theme: A simple, natural solution can sometimes be more effective and reliable than complicated technology
.
· How the Story Shows It: The crew trusted the electronic alarms, but the little bird (nature) warned them first and saved them from the bad air.
 Compound Words
	Compound Word
	Two Small Words
	Part of Speech
	Simple Meaning

	Spacesuit
	Space + Suit
	Noun
	A special suit worn in space.

	Heartbeat
	Heart + Beat
	Noun
	The rhythm of the heart.

	Doorway
	Door + Way
	Noun
	The opening in a wall where a door is.
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