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Zakaat

Zakaat: The Third Pillar of Islam
· Definition: Zakaat is the Third Pillar of Islam, following Shahada (declaration of faith) and Salat (prayer). It is a mandatory act of worship.
· Ranking: Zakaat is ranked very close to Salat and is often mentioned alongside it in the Qur'an (e.g., "Establish regular prayer and give zakaat").

The Term 'Zakaat'
· Lexical Meaning: The Arabic term Zakaat literally means purification, blessing, and growth.
· Purpose: Spending wealth for Allah's sake purifies:
· The giver's heart from the love of material wealth and miserliness.
· The giver's wealth by removing any evil effect.
· Alternate Term: Another term used is Sadaqaat, derived from sidq (the truth), signifying that paying Zakaat affirms the truth of one's love for Allah.

Importance and Obligation of Zakaat
· Shari'ah (Technical) Meaning: A specific portion of one's wealth given yearly to a specific group of recipients mentioned in the Qur'an (Surat At-Tawbah, 9:60).
· Obligatory (Fard): Zakaat is obligatory on every Muslim who possesses wealth that meets or exceeds the Nisab (minimum threshold).
· Act of Worship: It is an act of worship, bringing reward from Allah. Ignoring its payment is a major sin.
· Right of the Poor: Zakaat is not a favor but the right of the poor and needy in the wealth of the rich. Withholding it is depriving them of their rightful share.

The Nisab (Minimum Threshold) and Zakaat Year
· Nisab: The minimum level of wealth that must be possessed for Zakaat to become obligatory.
· Examples: Money: 85 grams of gold; Silver: 595 grams; Goats: 40 goats.
· Exclusions: Zakaat is not due on assets that are considered basic needs (food, shelter, basic transport, household goods, paying back debts).
· Zakaat Year (Hawl): For certain types of wealth (money, livestock, goods for sale, jewellery), the wealth must be owned for one full lunar year (Hijrah calendar) before Zakaat is due.

Conditions and People Subject to Zakaat
· Conditions for Wealth:
1. It must be of a growing type (money, livestock, property).
2. Must remain in possession for one full lunar year (for some assets, not crops/minerals).
3. Must be at or above the Nisab.
4. Must be in excess of basic needs.
5. Any debts should be deducted first.
· People Subject to Zakaat: Muslims only. The obligation is on the wealth itself, so Zakaat is due even on wealth owned by minors or the insane (paid by their guardians).
· Zakaat Rates: Generally 2.5% on money, merchandise, and jewellery. Rates for livestock and agricultural produce vary (e.g., 10% on rain-watered crops, 5% on irrigated crops).

8 Categories Entitled to Receive Zakaat
The Qur'an (9:60) specifies eight categories of recipients:
1. Fuqaraa': The Poor (have some money, but insufficient to meet basic needs).
2. Masaakeen: The Destitute/Needy (totally lack means to meet needs).
3. Al-'Aamileena 'Alayhaa: Workers in Zakaat administration (paid a salary from the funds).
4. Al-Mu'allafatu Quloobuhum: Those whose hearts need to be reconciled (e.g., recent converts, or those whose support for Islam is sought).
5. Fir-Riqaab: Freeing from bondage (slaves or those imprisoned for inability to pay fines).
6. Al-Ghaarimeen: The Overburdened Debtors (for lawful expenses they cannot pay back).
7. Fee Sabeelillah: For the Cause of Allah (e.g., Jihad - striving, including armed struggle, lecturing, or organizing work to support Islam).
8. Ibnus-Sabeel: The Travelers (in need of money while traveling for a valid, lawful cause).

Who Cannot Receive Zakaat
· Rich Muslims or those whose living expenses are the responsibility of a rich person.
· Immediate Family: Parents and children, or husbands and wives, cannot pay Zakaat to each other.
· Non-Muslims (according to the majority of scholars). Note: Non-Muslim poor can be helped from general charity (Sadaqah) funds.

Fate of Refusal
· Denial of Obligation: Denying Zakaat as an obligation makes a person a disbeliever (Kufr), according to scholarly consensus.
· Refusal due to Laziness/Miserliness: The person remains a Muslim but faces severe punishment in the afterlife.
· Qur'an (9:34-35): Hoarded wealth will be heated in the fire and used to brand the hoarders.
· Hadith: The wealth will take the form of a bald, poisonous snake that encircles the neck and bites the cheeks.
· Worldly Punishment: Loss of wealth and property or other calamities (e.g., Zakaat is never mixed with wealth without destroying or rotting it).
· Historical Example: Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq (the first Caliph) waged war against tribes who refused to pay Zakaat after the Prophet's death, emphasizing that Zakaat and Prayer are inseparable obligations.

Student Notes and Key Takeaways
	Concept
	Explanation
	Key Note for Students

	Zakaat Ranking
	The 3rd Pillar of Islam, immediately after Salat.
	Often mistakenly placed after Siyaam (Fasting) or Hajj.

	Purification
	Zakaat purifies the wealth and the soul of the giver from miserliness and greed.
	The literal meaning of Zakaat is "Purification, Blessing, and Growth."

	Nisab
	The minimum amount of wealth that makes Zakaat due.
	Wealth must be in excess of basic needs (food, shelter, debt) to count towards Nisab.

	Hawl (Zakaat Year)
	The passage of one full lunar year is a condition for Zakaat on most assets (money, livestock, trade goods).
	Ensures Zakaat is paid on accumulated savings/earnings, not just transient income.

	Obligation
	Zakaat is Fard (obligatory worship) and the right of the poor.
	Not paying Zakaat, while accepting its obligation, is a Major Sin.

	Recipients (8 Categories)
	The only people entitled to receive Zakaat funds, specified in the Qur'an (9:60).
	Fuqaraa' (Poor) and Masaakeen (Destitute) are the primary focus and main objective.

	Intention
	Required for the payment to be considered an act of worship.
	The intention must not be expressed in words, and the recipient does not need to be informed that it is Zakaat.
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