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Grade 6
English
Study Guide
I. "Declaration of the Rights of the Child"
This text is structured as a series of principles (paragraphs) outlining the rights every child should receive.
A. Core Concepts and Analysis
	Paragraph(s)
	Key Idea/Right
	Purpose and Goal

	1
	Special Protection & Development
	To enable the child to develop physically, mentally, morally, spiritually, and socially in a healthy and normal manner. The child's best interests shall be the paramount consideration in law.

	2
	Basic Identity
	Right to a name and a nationality from birth.

	3
	Health and Security
	Right to social security, health, adequate nutrition, housing, recreation, and medical services. Includes special pre-natal and post-natal care for the child and mother.

	4
	Handicapped Children
	Entitled to special treatment, education, and care required by their particular condition.

	5
	Love and Family
	Needs love and understanding for full personality development. Should grow up in the care of parents (or in an atmosphere of affection/security). Society must care for children without a family or adequate support.

	8
	Education
	Right to education that is free and compulsory (at least in elementary stages).

	9
	Protection and Relief
	Shall be among the first to receive protection and relief in all circumstances.

	10
	Against Exploitation
	Protection against neglect, cruelty, exploitation, traffic, and employment that prejudices health, education, or development (before an appropriate minimum age).

	11
	Against Discrimination
	Protection from practices fostering racial, religious, and other discrimination. To be brought up in a spirit of understanding, tolerance, friendship, peace, and universal brotherhood.



B. Vocabulary and Word Study
	Word
	Part of Speech
	Base Word/Strategy
	Meaning
	Latin Root

	facilities
	n. (noun)
	facility
	Buildings designed for a specific purpose.
	

	enactment
	n. (noun)
	Base Word: enact
	The act of making or becoming a law.
	

	compulsory
	adj. (adjective)
	Base Word: compel
	Required; having the power of forcing or compelling.
	-puls- / -pel- (meaning: push, drive, force)

	entitled
	v./adj.
	Base Word: title
	Having a right to something.
	

	consciousness
	n. (noun)
	Base Word: conscious
	Awareness or understanding.
	


· Concept Vocabulary Connection: The words entitled, enactment, and compulsory are related because they all concern official rights and legal mandates related to the child.
· Example Word from Root -puls-: Expel (to drive or force out).

C. Grammar: Pronoun Case
A pronoun takes the place of a noun. Its case depends on how it's used in a sentence:
	Case
	Use
	Examples

	Nominative (Subjective)
	Subject of a verb or predicate after a linking verb.
	I, you, he, she, it, we, they

	Objective
	Direct object, indirect object, or object of a preposition.
	me, you, him, her, it, us, them

	Possessive
	Shows ownership.
	my, your, his, her, its, our, their, mine, yours, hers, ours, theirs


Read It Examples:
1. a. Children are not responsible for their (Possessive) own education.
2. b. When a child is born, he (Nominative) or she (Nominative) will be entitled to special human rights.
3. c. Children are important, and we (Nominative) protect them (Objective) from discrimination.
4. d. The child shall be entitled from his (Possessive) birth to a name and a nationality.

II. "Michaela DePrince: The War Orphan Who Became a Ballerina"
This text is an example of Biographical Writing (a type of Narrative Nonfiction).
A. Biographical Writing Elements
Biographical writing tells the story of another person's real-life experiences and has specific features:
1. Facts and Actual Events: Presents real information from the subject's life.
2. Direct Quotations: Uses the subject's exact words (" ") to show thoughts/feelings.
3. Other People's Views: Describes how others view the subject, often using quotations from people who know them.
· Turning Point Example: The author describes the moment when Michaela was adopted and left the orphanage (paragraph 10) as a major change. This is important because it gave her the opportunity to pursue her dream of ballet and escape the hardship of the orphanage.
· Challenges Faced: DePrince faced antagonism from the "Aunties" at the orphanage, later struggled with racism in the ballet world, and felt distressed about her skin condition.
B. Comprehension Check
1. Why the Aunties disliked Michaela: They disliked her due to a skin condition she had, which they associated with the devil.
2. How she first learned about ballet: She found a magazine cover featuring a ballerina outside the orphanage.
3. How she finally left the orphanage: She was adopted by a family from the United States.

C. Vocabulary and Word Study
	Word
	Part of Speech
	Synonym Example
	Antonym Example
	Meaning/Connection

	antagonism
	n.
	hostility, hatred
	friendship, agreement
	Active opposition or hostility toward someone or something.

	refugee
	n.
	exile, displaced person
	citizen, resident
	A person who has been forced to leave their country to escape war, persecution, or disaster.

	distraught
	adj.
	troubled, agitated
	calm, composed
	Deeply upset or agitated.


· Concept Vocabulary Connection: The words antagonism, refugee, and distraught are related because they all relate to feelings or situations of conflict, suffering, and distress—which are the main challenges of Michaela's early childhood.

D. Grammar: Reflexive and Intensive Pronouns
Pronouns ending in -self or -selves can be either reflexive or intensive.
	Type
	Function
	Essential to Sentence?
	Example

	Reflexive
	Directs the action of the verb back to the subject.
	YES (The sentence meaning changes if removed).
	I bought myself a new paintbrush.

	Intensive
	Emphasizes the noun or pronoun it refers to.
	NO (The basic meaning is unchanged if removed).
	Luke himself should have known better.



	Pronoun
	Type (from text)

	"looking at myself in the mirror"
	Reflexive

	"she covered herself up"
	Reflexive



III. "Feathered Friend"
This text is a short story (fiction) focusing on the relationship between humans, animals, and technology in a space setting.
A. Literary Analysis: Theme and Setting
· Theme: The theme is the central message or insight about life. To determine an implied theme, look at the title, characters' thoughts, setting, and outcome of the conflict.
· Suggested Themes for "Feathered Friend":
1. Theme 1: Sometimes, simpler or older methods (like a canary) can be more reliable than complex, modern technology.
2. Theme 2: Advanced technology leaves a void that people try to fill with companionship, love, or emotional connection.
· Setting: The story takes place in a space station high above Earth. The setting contributes to the themes because the advanced technological environment is where the crew most needs the companionship of a pet (Theme 2) and where the electronic air-quality alarms fail, making the canary's old-fashioned warning essential (Theme 1).
· Conflict/Plot: The crew's electronic alarm fails, but the smuggled canary (Claribel) acts as a reliable warning system by becoming distressed when the air quality is bad. This saves the crew.
B. Vocabulary and Word Study
The concept vocabulary words relate to feelings of sadness, suffering, or regret.
	Word
	Part of Speech
	Use in Sentence (Correct/Incorrect)
	Explanation
	Greek Root

	pathetically
	adv.
	Correct
	The frightened cat hiding and mewing is a pitiful (pathetic) action.
	-path- (meaning: feeling, suffering)

	lamented
	v.
	Correct
	To lament is to express sorrow or regret over a loss.
	

	distressed
	adj.
	Incorrect
	A distressed person would not be grinning or clapping; they would be suffering or very troubled.
	

	mournfully
	adv.
	Correct
	To cry mournfully is to cry in a way that expresses deep sorrow or grief.
	

	apologetically
	adv.
	Incorrect
	Cheering happily is the opposite of acting apologetically (in a way that expresses regret).
	


· Word Study: Greek Root -path- (feeling/suffering):
· Sympathy: Feeling (or understanding) the suffering of others; sharing those feelings.
· Empathy: The ability to understand and share the feelings of another person. It connects to the root by emphasizing a deep sharing or entering into another person's feeling/suffering.

C. Grammar: Compound Words
Compound words are made up of two or more other words. They can appear in three forms and function as various parts of speech.
	Form
	Example

	Closed
	heartbeat, sideways

	Hyphenated
	three-dimensional, six-foot-six

	Open
	free fall, space station


Read It Examples (Paragraph 3):
· Compound Words: construction, specialized, free fall, slow-motion, three-dimensional, dovetailed, intended.
	Passage
	Compound Word(s)
	Part of Speech

	". . . you will picture Sven at once as a six-foot-six."
	six-foot-six
	Adjective (describes Sven)

	". . . and excelled at the tricky and specialized work . . ."
	specialized
	Adjective (describes work)

	"The space station was running low on supplies."
	space station
	Noun

	"The engineer dovetailed the girders."
	dovetailed
	Verb



IV. Conventions, Spelling, and Literary Analysis
A. Conventions: Spelling and Capitalization
1. Spelling: Irregular Plurals
Most nouns are made plural by adding -s or -es (e.g., trains, watches, heroes). Some nouns require spelling changes:
	Spelling of Singular Noun
	Rule
	Examples

	Ends with a consonant plus -y
	Change the y to i and add -es
	story $\rightarrow$ stories


memory $\rightarrow$ memories

	Ends in -f or -fe
	Change the f to v and add -es or -s
	life $\rightarrow$ lives


yourself $\rightarrow$ yourselves


2. Capitalization Rules
	Capitalize
	Example

	The first word in a sentence
	Just then, Papa appeared.

	The first word in a line of dialogue
	“But what will happen to Hachiko?” I asked.

	The pronoun I
	I went to see Hachiko.

	A proper noun or adjective
	Shibuya Station is enormous now.

	A person’s title if used as part of the name
	Dr. Ueno said, “His name is Hachiko.”


Read It (Capitalization Corrections)
	Original Sentence
	Correction
	Reason for Correction

	a. hachiko was born in japan in november of 1923.
	Hachiko was born in Japan in November of 1923.
	Hachiko (Proper Noun); Japan (Proper Noun); November (Proper Noun/Month)

	b. the loyal dog walked from his home to shibuya station each day.
	The loyal dog walked from his home to Shibuya Station each day.
	The (First word in sentence); Shibuya Station (Proper Noun/Name of place)

	c. “are you kentaro?” the old man asked. “i am mr. kobayashi.”
	“Are you Kentaro?” the old man asked. “I am Mr. Kobayashi.”
	Are (First word in dialogue); Kentaro (Proper Noun); I (The pronoun I); Mr. (Title/part of name); Kobayashi (Proper Noun)



B. Analyze Craft and Structure: Historical Fiction
Historical Fiction is a fictional story based on real events from the past. It blends facts with elements from the author's imagination to show what the past might have been like.
	Element
	Importance in Historical Fiction

	Setting
	Must accurately show real places (like Tokyo, Japan and Shibuya Station) or make up places that are believable.

	Conflict
	May show how a real situation or character (Hachiko's loyalty) became famous or important.

	Theme
	A message about life or human nature expressed through the combination of real and imaginative elements.


In "Hachiko: The True Story of a Loyal Dog":
· Real Elements: Hachiko, Dr. Ueno, Tokyo/Shibuya Station, Dr. Ueno's death, and Hachiko's loyalty.
· Fictional Elements: The character Kentaro and his parents, and their specific actions and dialogue.

C. Language Development: Perfect Tenses of Verbs
The three perfect tenses use a form of the helping verb have with the past participle of the main verb to show when an action was or will be completed.
	Tense
	Form
	Use
	Example

	Present Perfect
	have, has + past participle
	Began in the past and continues or has consequences in the present.
	She has voted in every election.

	Past Perfect
	had + past participle
	A past action that ended before another past action began.
	She had voted by the time we arrived.

	Future Perfect
	will have + past participle
	A future action that will have ended before another future action begins.
	I will have voted by the time the polls close tomorrow.


 
IV. Analysis and Grammar
A. Literary Analysis: Character Motivation & Conflict
	Element
	Definition
	Application (Hachiko/Michaela)

	Character Motivation
	The reason why a character thinks, acts, or feels the way they do. It explains their decisions.
	Hachiko's Motivation: His unwavering loyalty and love for Dr. Ueno drove him to return to the station every day for years.

	Conflict
	The struggle or problem the characters face. It can be internal (within a character) or external (between a character and an outside force).
	Michaela's External Conflict: Struggling against the Aunties' antagonism and later against racial discrimination in the ballet world.



B. Conventions: Appositives and Appositive Phrases
Appositives and Appositive Phrases are nouns or noun phrases that rename or clarify another noun right beside them in a sentence. They add detail and description.
	Term
	Definition
	Example

	Appositive
	A single noun that renames another noun.
	My friend, Sara, visited me.

	Appositive Phrase
	A noun and its modifiers that renames another noun.
	My friend, a talented ballerina, visited me.


Key Rules for Punctuation:
1. Nonrestrictive Appositives: If the appositive provides extra information that isn't essential to the sentence (the sentence still makes sense without it), it must be set off by commas. (Most appositives fall into this category.)
Example: Claribel, the little yellow canary, saved the crew. (The sentence works without the phrase: "Claribel saved the crew.")
2. Restrictive Appositives: If the appositive is essential to identifying the noun, no commas are used.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Example: The dancer Michaela overcame many challenges. (The name 'Michaela' is essential to specifying which dancer.) 
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