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Islamic Education
11th Grade
Study Guide
[bookmark: _GoBack]I. Attributes of Allah (Asmaa wa Sifaat)
A. Ayat-ul Kursi (The Throne Verse) - Surah Al-Baqarah (2:255)
This is the most excellent verse in the Qur'an and summarizes several fundamental attributes of Allah.
	Attribute/Phrase
	Meaning and Significance

	Al-Hayy (The Ever-Living)
	Allah is the source of all life. His life is of a very different, high order; it is not derived and is eternal.

	Al-Qayyoom (The Ever-Lasting Sustainer)
	The One who exists by Himself and supports, sustains, and provides subsistence for all His creations.

	Sinatun wa Laa Nawm (Neither slumber, nor sleep)
	Negates both dozing (initial) and full-fledged sleep. Allah is absolutely free of any trace of negligence or heedlessness and is constantly in control.

	Intercession
	No one can intercede (plead) with Him on the Day of Judgment except with His permission. Allah does not need recommendation as He knows everything.

	Al-Kursee (His Throne)
	His Throne extends over the heavens and the earth. He feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving them.

	Al-Alee, Al-Adheem (Most High, Most Great)
	To Him belongs all supremacy and majesty.



B. A Clear Concept of the Creator - Surah Al-An'aam (6:101-103)
These verses reject false concepts about Allah and affirm His uniqueness.
· Al-Badee' (The Originator): The One who produces something without an earlier example (creating out of nothing).
· Rejection of Offspring: It is insane to claim Allah has a son because:
1. Offspring are needed by mortals and the weak.
2. Anyone desiring offspring must have a mate/female consort, which Allah does not have, as He is One and unique.
· Vision and Knowledge (Verse 103):
. In This World: No vision can grasp Him.
. In the Hereafter: True believers will see Him, but they will not be able to encompass Him fully.
. Al-Lateef: He is extremely subtle in quality, intangible, unfathomable, and unique.

C. Allah's Signs and Power - Surah Fussilat (41:37-39)
· Signs of Allah: The night and the day, the sun and the moon are signs of His creative power.
· Prostration (Sujood): It is strictly forbidden (Haraam) to prostrate to the sun, moon, or any created thing. Prostration of worship is the exclusive right of Allah who created them.
· Note: The five daily prayer times in Islam are strategically separated from the hours when the sun was historically worshipped.
· Giving Life to the Dead: Seeing the barren land swell with life after rain is a sign that He who gives life can most surely give life to the dead.

V. Man-Allah Relationship (Rabb-ʿAbd Relation)
A. Surah Al-Faatihah
This is the greatest Surah of the Qur'an and holds a central position in daily prayers (Salaat). It is revealed by Allah in the form of a spontaneous supplication (Du'aa).
	Term/Phrase
	Meaning and Significance

	Ar-Rahmaan (Lord of Grace)
	Signifies Allah's overflowing love, power, and mercy for all creatures (believers and disbelievers alike). Mercy is exercised on the basis of free choice by one who is able to inflict severe punishment.

	Ar-Raheem (The Ever-Merciful)
	Stresses the availability of Allah's Mercy in all situations and to all creatures when they appeal for it.

	Al-Hamd (Praise)
	The Arabic word signifies a servant's praise and thanks for Allah.

	Rabb (Lord)
	Denotes the One who combines love and concern with authority. It is a comprehensive Qur'anic term signifying the One who takes care of nourishment and development.

	Al-ʿAalameen (The Worlds)
	Refers to everything in existence besides Allah (all humans, Jinn, and angels).

	Ad-Deen (Day of Judgment)
	Used in the sense of recompense or reward; a day of reckoning is inevitable when all powers belong to Allah alone.

	Ibaadah (Worship)
	What a ʿAbd (servant) does for his Rabb (Lord). It implies total obedience, submissiveness, and humility towards the Creator.

	As-Siraat Al-Mustaqeem (The Straight Path)
	The shortest and easiest path shown through the Prophets to achieve success in this world and eternal bliss in the Hereafter.

	"Guide us to the Straight Path"
	A supplication asking for both light (guidance) and strength/support in every step of our life's journey.



VI. Status of Prophet 'Eesaa (Jesus) - Surah Al-Maa’idah (5:110)
This verse, portraying a scene from the Day of Judgment, establishes the Oneness of Allah (Tawheed) and the servitude of Prophet 'Eesaa (peace be upon him).
· Allah's Favors Reminded to 'Eesaa (Peace be upon him):
1. Support with the Holy Spirit (Jibreel/Angel Gabriel).
2. Speaking in the cradle and in maturity.
3. Teaching of the Book, wisdom, the Tawraah (Torah), and the Injeel (Gospel).
4. Performing miracles "by My leave" (Allah's permission):
· Forming a bird-like figure from clay and breathing life into it.
· Healing the born blind and the lepers.
· Restoring the dead to life.
5. Protection from the Children of Israa'eel who sought to harm him.
· The Term Kahl: The use of the word kahl (a person of age between thirty-four and fifty-one) is significant because 'Eesaa (peace be upon him) was raised to heaven at age thirty-three. This indicates that he will come back towards the end of this world, live in it, and attain that age.

VII. Sunnah and Hadeeth
The Sunnah or Hadeeth is the second source of Islamic teachings, complementing the Qur'an.
A. Definitions
	Term
	Linguistic Meaning
	Technical Meaning

	Sunnah
	A way, rule, manner of action, or mode of life.
	Indicates the doings/practices of the Prophet (peace be upon him).

	Hadeeth
	Information, utterance, or announcement.
	Any report of the Messenger of Allah's sayings, actions, tacit approval, manners, physical traits, or biographical facts.


B. Types of Sunnah
1. Qawliyyah: An utterance (saying) of the Prophet (peace be upon him).
2. Fi'liyyah: An action or a practice of the Prophet (peace be upon him).
3. Taqreeriyyah: His tacit approval of the actions of his companions.
C. Importance (Relationship with Qur'an)
· The Qur'an deals with broad principles and essentials; the Sunnah provides the details.
· Example (Salaah): The Qur'an commands: "duly establish the prayer," but it does not specify the number of Rak'aat (cycles of prayer) for Dhuhr, Fajr, etc., nor the method—these details are supplied by the Prophet's practice (Sunnah).
· Example (Zakaat): The Qur'an commands: "give the Zakaat," but the Prophet (peace be upon him) provided the rules and regulations for its payment and collection (e.g., the amounts, or the existence of Zakaat-ul-Fitr, which is Waajib by consensus based only on Sunnah).
· A person who embraces Islam needs both the Noble Qur'an and the Sunnah to fully carry out the commands of the religion.
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